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Published Friday, July 15, 2022 
 

Weekly Words of Inspiration 

 

When we focus on our gratitude, the tide of disappointment goes out, and the tide 
of love rushes in. 

 

-Kirstin Armstrong- 
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This is a picture of Fourth of July fireworks over the city of 
Manchester. 
 
It was a beautiful night to watch the fireworks and there were 
probably thousands of people there. As far as I know there 
were no problems with rowdy people and no 
shootings...although some motorcycles that passed by were 
backfiring and many of us immediately thought gunshots. 
 
It is sad that the beauty of the night and excitement of 
excellent fireworks was clouded with worry that there may be a 
shooter in our midst. 
 
God tells us not to fear....to trust in Him. We should do that as 
well as being aware of our surroundings and if you see 
something, say something. A policeman told me that the police 
would rather check out something that turns out to be 
harmless than not check it out and have people get hurt. We 
can have fun and be alert at the same time. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your Summer and pray for all those victims 

and their families of the shootings that are happening, not only in America, but in Europe. 
 
"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." Isaiah 41:10 
 
-Rev. Barbara Papagian- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

What I did on my Summer Vacation!  
From Martha & Peter Perich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha and Peter recently went on a road trip!  
On Day 1 & 2 they were in Pittsburgh, PA with their friends. 

Also on Day 2 they went to a Pittsburgh Pirates vs. Chicago Cubs baseball game! 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Day 3 of the trip was spent at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio! 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Day 4 thru 6 of the trip was visiting with Corey and Shannon in Lavonia, Michigan. 
They also visited Martha's cousin! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7 of the trip was to the Toronto Zoo and then to the Toronto Blues vs. Boston 
Red Sox baseball game! Thank you for sharing your trip with us, Martha & Peter! 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Furry Friends of FCC! 

Marsha Neubert shares a photo of her beloved 
Lola!  
 
Lola is a very sweet puggle who spends a lot 
of her time napping and is wonderful canine 
companion. 
 
We invite you to send us pictures of your fur 
babies, or any pets that aren't so furry, and a 
short blurb about your pets - send them to 
Rev. Barbara at 
BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org. We will 
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feature them in an upcoming edition of the 
Friday Link! 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

Ordinary People 

By John Rowe 
 
I started researching my family history when I was in 
high school back in 1962. I have continued in spurts 
ever since. I find it fascinating to see my family in 
the context of historical events. One can gain so 
much understanding of one's current situation by 
understanding one's family in 4 dimensions instead 
of just 3. One also comes to understand that there is 
just one family and that we all important members of 
it, for better and for worse.  
 
These profiles will illustrate how we are all 

connected to each other, and how there are strengths, weaknesses, and quirks in all of us. I 
would be pleased to hear from you any stories that you would like to share... 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Admiral John James Hawkins (1532-1595)   
 
I know I said I wasn’t going to talk about celebrities, but I find 
this one so illustrative of the human condition. Like most of 
us, only to a higher degree, my 13th great-grandfather had 
some excellent qualities and some despicable ones. On the 
one hand, his management of the English Navy, along with 
his cousin, Sir Francis Drake, saved Elizabeth I and England 
from the Spanish Armada in 1588. It was he who rebuilt the 
fleet in a way that gave it great advantages over the 
Spanish, and who lead that fleet into battle. On the other 
hand, he helped to establish the triangle trade. This triangle 
involved shipping sugar, tobacco and cotton from the 
Caribbean to England (later replaced by New England), 
textiles, manufactured goods and rum from England to 
Africa, and slaves to the Caribbean to produce the sugar, 
tobacco, and cotton. He was the first, but, unfortunately, not 
the last Englishman to profit from that evil.  
 
He and Drake were also celebrated in England as privateers 
(pirates) against Spanish shipping. My mother was very proud of being English and would tell stories of 
great Englishmen. She particularly loved the story of Drake and Hawkins insisting on finishing a game of 
bowls before going off to fight the Spanish Armada. My daughter wishes she had never heard of him.   
 
 
"Ordinary People" is a special monthly column by John Rowe. Please join us for the next 
installment in this series in the August 19th edition of the Friday Link! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 
 



During the 10th Annual Women's Connection Mystery 
Ride on Saturday, June 11th, the ladies had a game to play while they were 
traveling to their destination...  
 

They were given five nouns - Plate, Church, Rain, Jesus and Giraffe. They were 
asked to write a story using all five words in any order they wished. There were lots 
of laughs while the creative minds were working. We published two of the stories in 
the last edition of the Friday Link and here are the other two stories for your reading 
enjoyment! . . .  
 
The elderly giraffe wearing a hat and a mask came to church. There he met Jesus so they could play in 
muddy puddles after the rain. Sokhom at church gave them a gold plate of grass and communion waffles 
to eat.  
 
AND 
 
George Giraffe was a good boy. Outside of his house the rain was coming down and George was sad 
because he wanted to play with his friend Jesus. They both loved to play baseball in the church yard. 
Home plate was right by the statue in the parking lot. That gave George an idea. His Nana always prays 
for things she wants. George said a prayer and waited outside. The rain had stopped. George said a 
quick "thank you" and called Jesus to play. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Join us for Trivia With Pip 
Adams! 

 
1. Which three fruits outsell all other fruits 
during the Summer in America? 
 
2. In stickball, a broomstick is used as the 
bat, but what is the bat called? 
 
3. If you're "caught" while playing a game 
of "1-2-3 Red Light", what happens? 

 

Answers from July 1st issue:  
 
1. Who is the public service mascot that was first inducted to the U.S. on August 9, 1944?... 
Smokey Bear, the fire prevention bear  
 
2. The month of July was named after which historical personality?... Julius Caesar  
 
3. Using clothespins to attach baseball cards to your bike was a famous summertime activity. 
What was the purpose of doing this?... To make the sound of a motorcycle  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

Leo LeBlanc on percussion with Adam Peithmann 

Sunday Worship on June 26th, 2022 
 

  

  

2022 Summer Music Schedule at FCC! 
 

• July 17 – Bridget Thornton, soloist 

• July 24 – Terri Pattee, Handbells 

• July 31 – Susan Wilkes, flute and Pam 
Stohrer, Lever Harp player 

• August 7 – Elizabeth Blood 

• August 14 – Allen Pattee, soloist 

• August 21 – Jay Daly, Trumpet 

• August 28 – Elizabeth Blood 

• September 4 – Michelle Harrington 
and Elizabeth Blood, duet 

 
   Please note that the schedule is subject to change. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  



The Meal Train gratefully “Thanks” all those who help make our 
outreach successful!  
 

We are still in need of individual meals, stews and soups. 
Containers are available downstairs next to the freezer at FCC.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

FCC Outreach Helps Dismas Home 

Dismas Home in Manchester is a residential 
treatment center for women recovering from 

addiction and making the transition 
from prison to community and family 
reunification. The 8 residents receive 

counseling, education, and life skills that 
enable them to successfully overcome the 

addictions that have prevented their 
participation in the life of the community. 

 
The Outreach Committee learned that they had 
an urgent need for linens. In response to that 

need we delivered to the home: 8 sets of 
sheets, 8 comforters, 8 light blankets, 24 

washcloths and 12 bath towels.  
 

We are pleased to be able to provide 
assistance to this worthwhile program. 

 

  

  

 

  

Holly Berry Fair Happenings! 
 
This coming Sunday after church the craft group will 
meet from 11:15 am to 1:30 pm in the Rec Room to 
enjoy a light lunch (provided)! Come for fun and 
laughter along with gluing and making crafts for the 
Fair. Please reach out to Fair Coordinators, Peggy 
(frannys1@aol.com) and Pam (blanclp@comcast.net) 
for more details. 
 
The Thursday craft group for the Holly Berry Fair will 
continue through August from 9:00 am - 12:00 noon. We 
invite you to come when you can. Everyone can contribute 
and all are welcome to join the fun. 
 
Watch the August 5th edition of the Friday Link for info 
from Selma Naccach-Hoff and Pip Adams on the "Attic 
Treasures" and Silent Auction tables. Both your 
contributions of time and items will be welcomed by them. 
 
Photos: Pam LeBlanc organizing in Holly Berry Craft 
Closet on July 12th & Ladies busy crafting at the Craft 
Workshop on Thursday, July 7th. 
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July and August UpReach 
Volunteer Opportunities 
Announced! 
  
Wednesday, July 27th & 
Wednesday, August 17th  
from 5:30pm - 6:45pm.  
 
As a volunteer for the Resilience 
Reins program at the UpReach 
Theraputic Riding Center in 
Goffstown, you will help provide 
and/or serve dinner to staff, kids 
and their parents.  
  

You can choose to provide either a salad, a main dish, or dessert (bars, cookies or cupcakes), bottled 
waters/lemonade. There is a sign up sheet on the office window.  If you are not going to be in church, 

 
 

 

 



please call Lauren to add you to the list and she will tell you what items we still need. Those of us who 
have volunteered in the past find this a rewarding and fun experience.  
  
The goal of the Resilience Reins is to equip children with the skills necessary to cope with their changing 
and challenging family dynamics. At the end of each weekly session, both children and families come 
together to reconnect over a family dinner. Family dinners provide an opportunity for family members to 
strengthen ties and build better relationships. They build a sense of belonging which leads to better self-
esteem. 
  
If you have questions, please contact Liz Verity (liz-v@comcast.net or 603-623-7461) or Peggy Neveu 
(frannys1@aol.com or by phone @ 603-483-8388) 
  
We look forward to seeing these children benefit from their involvement in this program. 

 

  

  

Happy Birthday to Dot Brawley! 
 

Seen here celebrating her 93rd Birthday on Tuesday, 
July 5th. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Let's Celebrate August Milestone 
Birthdays! 

Pat McCarrick - August 5th 
 

Steve Payne - August 17th 
 

  

  

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*  
 
Please send *thinking of you & messages of healing* to Diane Brown who 
recently underwent vascular surgery on Tuesday, July 12th. 
 
Diane Brown 
15 Hollyhock Lane 
Goffstown, NH 03045 
 

************************************ 
Please send your *prayers for healing* to Ethel Parker as she has been experiencing health 
complications after a recent hip surgery. She said she is looking forward to returning to church 
this fall. 
 
Ethel Parker 
14 Gingras Drive 
Nashua, NH 03060 
 
************************************ 
Please send *messages of healing* to John Colburn as he continues to recover from Covid-19. He 
has returned to his home now and celebrated his 80th birthday this past Monday, July 11th. 
 
John Colburn 
55 Amory Street 
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#207 
Manchester, NH 03102 
 
************************************ 
Please send your condolences to the Family of Shirley Eaton on her recent passing. Shirley was a 
long time active member at FCC. 
 
Elizabeth Parisi              
35 Reagan Way  
Laconia, NH 03246 
 
Judy Jarnutowski           
7 Andrea Ave.  
Hooksett, NH 03106 
 
Donald Eaton                 
17 Appledor Rd.  
Bedford, NH 03110 
 
************************************ 
UPDATES:  
 
Please keep Lucy Kilgore in your prayers as she is currently battling Covid-19 symptoms while 
also moving to Florida. 
 
Please keep Peter Perich's younger sister, Jo-Ann, in your prayers as she battles brain cancer 
and other health issues. 

 

  

  

 

  

News and Events at First 
Congregational Church 

 

Announcements by  

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

 
 

*This Week's Happenings* 

 

• Pip Adams will be our Guest Preacher for the Worship Service at 10:00 am this 
Sunday, July 17th, 2022. Lisa Allen will be the Scripture Reader.  

 

• The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday 
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich. Start your morning 
with this short time of daily prayer and reflection.  

 

• Upcoming Committee Meetings Announced... The Senior Pastor Search 
Committee will meet on Thursdays at 6:00 pm on the following dates: 7/21, 8/4, 
8/11, and 8/18. The Stewardship Committee will meet on Monday, August 8th at 
6:00 pm. The Deacons will meet on Monday, August 29th at 6:00 pm.  

 

• Rev. Barbara Papagian will lead Worship at 10:00 am next Sunday, July 24th. Ellie 
Stetson will be the Scripture Reader. 

 
 

*Future and Ongoing Happenings* 

 

• Fellowship Hour has returned and volunteers are needed to make sure it can 
happen each Sunday following the Worship Service. The following dates remain 
open: July 17th & 24th; August 14th, 21st & 28th; and Sept. 4th. 
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• Summer Altar Flowers Needed! The following dates remain open: August 14th & 
28th and Sept. 4th & 11th. Just write your name on your chosen date and when the 
week comes up you will receive an email to remind you. The arrangement can be 
flowers from your own garden, from the grocery store, from a florist or even 
potted plants. If a florist is used, check with Lauren in the office and she can set it 
up. 

 

• Please note the Church Office Summer Hours: Monday thru Thursday from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm and Fridays from 9:00 am to 12 Noon -- through Labor Day. 

 

• Livestreamed Worship Services are available on Sundays at 10:00 am by going to 
our Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester. 

 
Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 
"It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you or forsake you". 

(Deuteronomy 31:8) 
 

 

  

  

  

You are always welcome to join us for worship at 

 First Congregational Church of Manchester! 
 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org  
 

  

 

First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street 
Manchester, N.H. 03104 

Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 

Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org 

 

Printed copies of FCC Friday Link will be available in the 
church office and will be available to you by mail. Please 

contact the church office for a copy! 
 

Photo: FCC Memory Garden, June 2022 
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