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FCC Friday Link 

 

 

 

Published Friday, June 17, 2022 
 

Weekly Words of Inspiration 

 

We can't always choose the music life plays for us, but we can choose how we dance to it! 
-Unknown Author- 

 

I am not a gardener, and I do not have many 
flowers in my yard, but I do like looking at them 
and I am amazed at all the distinctive kinds and 
colors that are shared on Facebook. 
 
I think this Spring and Summer, though, I have 
a greater appreciation of flowers. With all the 
chaos going on all over the world, I am finding it 
soothing to look at flowers in peoples' yards 
and wild flowers in fields and woods that I pass 
by on rides and walks. In the midst of a dark 
world full of terror and anger, there are still 
beautiful flowers growing and brightening our 
days. 
 
No matter what is going on in the world, 
beautiful flowers still bloom and we can see beauty even in dark times. Just as we have the faith that our 
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plants will still come to life after a cold winter, we need to have the faith that God will see us through 
these dark times and still bring beauty into our lives. 
 
"For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty." (Zechariah 9:17a) 
 
-Rev. Barbara Papagian- 
 
Flower Photos: Courtesy of Jeanine Finefrock & also from an anonymous contributor, June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A Message from Rev. Carolyn Keilig 

 
My good friend and interim ministry colleague, Jill, currently is 
serving the church where I hold my membership, while living in a 
very small apartment in my town. I am happy to see her on a 
regular basis. Having been friends with Jill for 40 years, I know she 
is a very avid St. Louis Cardinal fan. I also am aware she doesn’t 
have access to cable TV. So, it wouldn’t surprise you that upon 
learning the Red Sox are playing the Cardinals this weekend, I 
without hesitation texted her an invitation to watch all the games 
with me at my home, and that I would provide the food. Of course, I later reflected this impulsive offer 
may ruin our decades long friendship, depending on how emotionally attached we were to our own team 
winning. 
 
While recognizing the unlikelihood of either of us ever doing or saying something that would destroy our 
friendship, I am aware that there are those who insist on their own way, contend that their opinion is the 
only right one, demand that things are done their way, and struggle to understand another point of view 
(because of course, that other point of view is wrong). 
 
It’s been said that the best way to get along with others is to not expect them to be like you. Of course, it 
is also said that we are more alike than we are different. But however, you look at likenesses and 
differences, may you find new ways to enjoy your summer and interesting people to enjoy the summer 
with. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Carolyn 
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Congratulations to the First Congregational Church 2022 Scholarship Recipients! 
From Sunday, June 5th, 2022 

 

In the picture are (left to right): 
James Irving 

Ethan Krueger 

John Thornton  
Garrison Gagnon 

Connor Lyons 

Adam Peithmann 

 

Recipients not in attendance:  
Jennifer Irving 

Ethan Lyons 

Olivia Brown 
 

  

  

The Chancel Choir with Leo LeBlanc on Sunday, June 5th, 2022 
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Music Sunday! June 12th, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Peithmann in his "A Time to Wonder" during Worship last Sunday, June 12th, relayed the 
following story from Kurt Vonnegut...  With the quote, Vonnegut tells a wholesome story about an 

archaeologist who changed his mindset forever: 
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When I was 15, I spent a month working on an archeological dig. I was talking to one of the archeologists 
one day during our lunch break and he asked those kinds of "getting to know you" questions you ask 

young people: "Do you play sports? What's your favorite subject?" And I told him, "No, I don't play any 
sports. I do theater, I'm in choir, I play the violin and piano. I used to take art classes". And he said 

"WOW. That's amazing!" And I said, "Oh no, but I'm not any good at ANY of them." 
 

And he said something then that I will never forget and which absolutely blew my mind because no one 
had ever said anything like it to me before: "I don't think being good at things is the point of doing them. I 
think you've got all these wonderful experiences with different skills, and that all teaches you things and 

makes you an interesting person, no matter how well you do them." 
 

And that honestly changed my life. Because I went from a failure, someone who hadn't been talented 
enough at anything to excel, to someone who did things because I enjoyed them. I had been raised in 
such an achievement-oriented environment, so inundated with the myth of talent, that I thought it was 

only worth doing things if you could "win" at them. 
 

  

  
 

 

A very special thank you to our livestreaming crew of volunteers!  
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Memory Garden News! 
By Liz Verity 

 
The beautiful new Japanese Maple tree has finally been installed 
and it looks perfect in our Memory Garden. It’s lacy leaves and 
beautiful color echo the brick of the church and provides a 
contrast to the plants around it.  
 
Thank you to all those people whose donations this past year 
have supported our Memory Garden, to those who have helped 
with spring cleanup, and to those who have just enjoyed the 
garden. 
 
The hydrangea trees planted last year will soon be in bloom, and 
the garden will continue to be a place for reflection and 
memories. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Ordinary People  
By John Rowe 

 
For close to 60 years, I have been researching my 
family history. I now have a family tree with over 
11,000 names including Kathy and our in-laws. This 
column will describe some of the people in that tree.  

  
Jeremiah Keith (1816-1851)  
Kathy’s great great grandfather is a great great mystery, 
one I have not been able to solve. According to the town 
history of Pittsford, VT, Israel Keith, a hero of the 
Revolutionary War and the descendant of a Presbyterian 
minister settled in Pittsford around 1800 and established a 
blacksmith shop and built a house on the site of Kathy’s 
father’s home. Kathy’s grandfather and great great 
grandfather were blacksmiths in that shop, so was 
Jeremiah. Yet the 1850 census lists Jeremiah as being born in Ireland. It seems a great coincidence that 
a blacksmith named Keith should come into possession of a blacksmith shop established by a man 
named Keith.  
 
Here is what I think: Keith is a Scottish not an Irish name and Jeremiah is a Protestant not an Irish 
Catholic name. Kathy’s family were devout Catholics. Could it be that Jeremiah, the son or grandson of 
Israel Keith, converted to Catholicism when he fell in love with Katherine Allen? If he did, it would have 
caused great conflict in a nineteenth century Vermont family (in fact in the mid-twentieth century it would 
have been considered a “mixed marriage,” something kids like me were warned against – fortunately I 
ignored the warning!). Unless he had been disinherited by will, Jeremiah could then have inherit the shop 
and the house when his father died. I have no proof of this, it just seems to me to be the best 

explanation.    
 
Watch for the next installment of Ordinary People in the next edition of the Friday Link! 
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Join us for Trivia With Pip 
Adams! 

 

Check back in the next edition of 
the Friday Link for more Trivia with 
Pip! 
 

Answers from Last Edition of Trivia 
with Pip. . . 
 

1. The national dish of Japan is what? . . . Pufferfish 
 
2. Which two countries have never missed the Olympics? . . . Britain and Greece 
 
3. Which language has the most words? . . . English and Russian  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

FCC will be at the Queen City Pride 
Festival tomorrow, Saturday, June 
18th from 12pm - 6pm. 

Open and Affirming members and friends 
have been busy with preparations for the 
Queen City Pride Festival! We recently put 
FCC labels on 15 cases of water bottles and 
made 150 candy bags to hand out at the 
Festival.  

Thank you to the Membership Committee for 
their water bottle contribution! Thank you to 
Lauren Henderson for creating our FCC 
stickers!  

If you have any questions about the event 
please reach out to the event coordinators, 

Karen Hawver: khawver@gmail.com or Jeanine Finefrock: cjfinefrock@comcast.net 
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FELLOWSHIP HAS RETURNED! 
 
Volunteers are needed to help facilitate Fellowship each 
Sunday or it will not be able to happen.  
 
As a volunteer you would help set up the parlor, bring drink 
and light refreshment, and help clean up after. Premixed fruit 
punch and individually wrapped cookies or other goodies are 
suggested to help keep this gathering as Covid-safe as 
possible. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet on the church office window 
listing each Sunday during the Summer! Thank you for 
your help! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

*Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshops!* 

 

From 9:00 am - 12:00 pm on Thursdays in the Rec. Room.  
 
We will continue to craft this month with no special skills required and all 
materials provided! Due to vacations we will NOT be crafting on 6/23.  
  
There will be an additional time on Sunday, July 17th after church. If 
you aren't able to join us on Thursdays, this is an opportunity for you to join 
in with the camaraderie and fun! A light lunch will be provided. Let Pam or 
Peggy know so we will have lunch for you. There will be a sign up sheet on 
the Office window. 
 
The Holly Berry Fair is scheduled for Saturday, October 22nd, 2022 

(this was recently changed from 10/15). 
   
Hoping to see you for one or more times to have fun and laughs with your friends. - Pam and Peggy 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

2022 Summer Music Schedule Announced! 
 

• June 19th – Jeffrey Frye, soloist 

• June 26th – Leo LeBlanc, percussion 

• July 3 – Adam Peithmann, “Ragtime Pipes” 

• July 10 – Michelle Harrington and Carol Soucy, 
duet 

• July 17 – Bridget Thornton, soloist 

• July 24 – Allen Pattee, soloist 

• July 31 – Susan Wilkes, flute and Pam Stohrer, Lever Harp player 

• August 7th – Elizabeth Blood 

• August 14th – Terri Pattee, Handbells 

• August 21 – Jay Daly, Trumpet 

• August 28 – Elizabeth Blood 

• September 4 – Michelle Harrington and Elizabeth Blood, duet 
 
   Please note that the schedule is subject to change. 
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Summer Altar Flowers 

 
The dates are on the sign up sheet on the church office window! Just write 
your name on your special date and when the week comes up you will 
receive an email to remind you. 
 
The arrangement can be flowers from your own garden, from the grocery 
store, from a florist or even potted plants. If a florist is used, check with 
Lauren in the office and she can set it up. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Women's Connection 10th Annual Mystery Ride! 
From Last Saturday, June 11th, 2022 

 
See more from this event in the upcoming July and August Church Window Newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*  
 
Please send your condolences to Daniel Jung on the recent passing of 
his mother. 
  
Daniel Jung 
313 Bridge Street 
Manchester, NH 03104 
 

******************************** 
Please send get well soon cards to Ron Poloske who recently suffered a heart attack.  
  
Ronald Poloske 
9 Berry Hill Road 
Hooksett, NH 03106 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

News and Events at First 
Congregational Church 

 

Announcements by  

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

 
 

*This Week's Happenings* 
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• Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Worship at 10:00 am this Sunday, June 19th, 2022. 
Her sermon is titled, "One Body, One Spirit" and Carol Soucy will be the Scripture 
Reader. It is Church World Service Father's Day Tools of Hope Sunday and a 
special insert will be included in the Worship Bulletin. Service will also include 
Pride elements supporting the themes of welcome, affirmation, and inclusion in 
honor of Pride Month. 

 

• The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday 
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich. 

 

• Today is the deadline to submit articles and pictures for the July & August Church 
Window Newsletter. Email Lauren: LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• Tomorrow, Saturday, June 18th is the Queen City Pride Festival at Arms Park in 
Manchester. It runs from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm and FCC will have a table at this 
event. CLICK HERE for more details. 

 

• The Church Trustees will meet on Monday, June 20th at 6:30 pm. The Senior 
Pastor Parish Relations Committee will meet on Wednesday, June 22nd at 5:00 
pm. The Senior Pastor Search Committee will meet on Wednesday, June 22nd at 
6:00 pm. ***Please contact Committee Chairs to confirm the location of your 
upcoming meeting, in-person OR Zoom. 

 

• The Holly Berry Fair Craft Workshops take place in the rec room at least through 
the month of July on Thursday mornings from 9:00 am to 12 noon. Note that there 
will not be a workshop on Thursday, June 23rd. There will be a special workshop 
and luncheon on Sunday, July 17th after church. Sign up on the church office 
window! 

 

• Rev. Barbara Papagian will lead Worship at 10:00 am next Sunday, June 26th. 
Justin May will be the Scripture Reader. 

 
 

*Future and Ongoing Happenings* 

 

• The Church Office will be closed on Monday, July 4th in observance of the 
Independence Day Holiday. 

 

• Livestreamed Worship Services are available every Sunday at 10:00 am by going 
to our our Facebook page. CLICK HERE. They are also available now on YouTube 
by searching "First Congregational Church, Manchester, NH"! 

 
Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 
"Beauty is the battlefield where God and Satan contend with each other for the hearts of men."  

(Fyodor Dostoevsky) 
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First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street 
Manchester, N.H. 03104 

Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 

Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org 

 

Printed copies of FCC Friday Link will be available in the church office and will be 
available to you by mail. Please contact the church office for a copy! 
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