
Church Covenant 
We are united in striving to know the will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures, and 
in our purpose to walk in the ways of the Lord, made known or to be made known to 
us. We hold it to be the mission of the Church of Christ to proclaim the gospel to all 

people, exalting the worship of the one true God and laboring for the progress of 
knowledge, the promotion of justice, the reign of peace, and the realization of human 
goodwill. Depending, as did our ancestors, upon the continued guidance of the Holy 
Spirit to lead us into all truth, we work and pray for the transformation of the world 
into the Kingdom of God; as we look with faith for the triumph of righteousness and 

the life everlasting. 

- Author Margaret Soper, written to commemorate First Congregational Church's sesquicentennial in 1978 

Open and Affirming Covenant 
The faith community of First Congregational Church, Manchester, N.H., reaffirms our 

shared covenant and beliefs that the Gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to love one another 
and to extend welcome to all people. We affirm that each individual is a child of God 

and that all are worthy of God’s love and grace. As witness to these beliefs and as   
covenant members of Christ’s church, we proclaim and celebrate God’s love for people 

of all ages, all races and  ethnic backgrounds, all mental and physical abilities, all     
socioeconomic backgrounds, all sexual orientations, all gender identities and gender            
expressions, and all other diverse attributes that are woven into the fabric of human-
kind. We are called to be as one body, seeking to walk together in the complete life 
and ministry of our church. With God’s grace, we resolve to be an open, inclusive, 

affirming, and accessible community of faith. We invite all to participate and share in 
the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship and sacraments,                  

responsibilities and blessings of our Christian community.  

- Approved by Vote at a Special Meeting of the Congregation on November 17, 2017;                  
and entered into the Bylaws by vote at the Annual Meeting on February 28, 2018. 

Mission Statement 
It is the mission of the First Congregational Church to be a worshiping community of 

faithful Christians, in the heart of Manchester, New Hampshire. The work of the 
Church is divided into three ministry areas consisting of the Ministry of Spirituality, the 

Ministry of Mission and     Outreach, and the Ministry of Sustaining Our Church Home. 
The Church shall prepare people          for a covenantal relationship with God and humanity 
by promoting Christian teaching and values, providing opportunities for Christian work 
and fellowship, and taking an active leadership role in mission activities. The goal is to 
reach out to all people, to invite them to engage with the Bible, to unite through the 

power of the Gospel, and to share in the accomplishment of God's work. 

Contact Information  
First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street, Manchester, NH 03104  

Office Hours: Monday-Friday Open 9:00am-2pm and by appointment 
603.625.5093  

www.FCCManchesterNH.org  
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Welcome! 

As Pastor of First Congregational Church, I’d 
like to extend a warm welcome to all who 
find their     way to our wonderful and very 
special church: “Where Tradition Is Alive”. 
We are a community deeply devoted to 
faith in God and fellowship with one        
another. Our theology is diverse and      
open-hearted. Our worship is meaningful 
and energized and our ministries are     
compassionate, joyful and generous. We 
have a rich tradition of faithfulness in      
Manchester that extends back nearly 200 
years, and a vision and vitality that will carry us well into the future. 

We provide the information on the following pages to give a flavor     
of who we are and what      we do, but nothing compares to the rich     
experience of being here and becoming involved. We welcome and 
encourage people of all ages, races, genders and orientations. No 
matter who you are or where you are in       life’s journey, you are always 
welcome here. 

Reverend Carolyn Keilig 
Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig 
Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

Associate Pastor of 

Parish Care 

Adam Peithmann 

Director of Music 

Ministries 

Linda Bonetti 

Church 

Administrator 

Lauren Henderson 

Front Office 

Manager 

Peter Perich 

Building 

Manager 

Sokhom Sar 

Sexton 

Building Maintenance 

Kelda York 

Church School 

Coordinator 
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Through social media outlets such as Facebook,  we are able 
to provide updates of our outreach, community, and        

worship events.    We are also able to spread the word of God 
and the welcoming mission of First Congregational Church.  

Although physical newsletters in the form of the Monthly 
"Church Window" and "Sunday News" inserted in the      

Sunday Bulletin are still readily available, we believe social  
media is a way to reach so many outside of the FCC walls! 

 

First Church Website 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org 

Visit our website to keep connected to our Calendars, 
monthly Window Newsletter, Sunday Bulletins,       
Sunday News weekly update, and copies of our       

FCC Friday Link. 

 

First Church on Facebook 

 www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester 
Visit First Church on Facebook to view  

live-streamed Sunday services at 10am  
and Morning Watch devotional prayers at 9am on 

Monday-Thursday.   
Return to Facebook anytime to view previous services. 

 

Donations Online 
www.VancoPayments.com/FCCManchester 

Visit Vanco Payments to set up an occasional donation 
or reoccurring donation; or donate directly from your 

bank’s Bill Pay system. 

http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
http://www.FCCManchesterNH.org
http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
http://www.vanco.com/fccmanchester
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Music Ministry at First Congregational Church 

First Church has a wonderful music program that is an integral part of 
our worship service. The Adult Chancel Choir and the Sabbath Bells 
adult hand bell choir rehearse on Wednesday evenings.  

Please contact Adam Peithmann 
at  APeithmann@FCCManchesterNH.org to discuss your interest in 
any of the choir groups. 
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“Sing to the Lord a new 
song, for he has done    
marvelous things.” – 
Psalm 98 
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We gather for worship on Sunday mornings and for special services 
throughout the year. You will find that many of our members choose 
to participate in worship leadership through opportunities such as 
music, ushering, reading Scripture, or giving the Children's Message. 
Children begin       their Sundays in the Sanctuary with worship and then 
after the Children's Message follow their teachers to their class-
rooms. After worship we gather at Fellowship Hour to socialize and 
have refreshments, and use this as a time   to get to know one another 
better. 

We observe the Sacrament of Communion on special Sundays 
throughout       the year and celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism when 
families request it. We do not require membership in the Church for 
people to participate in these significant rites of our Christian faith. 

 

 

Our congregation is a member of the 
United Church of Christ. Our denomi-
nation includes about one million 
members in over 13,000 churches  
nationwide. While we cherish our 
roots in the Reformation and in the 
history of early New England, we    
believe that God still speaks to us   
today, calling us to a bold     and         
faith-filled future. 

Worship & Beliefs 

What We Believe 
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mailto:APeithmann@FCCManchesterNH.org
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What happens during our Worship Service?  
As you enter the church you will be welcomed by a friendly greeter. You 
will then enter the sanctuary where an usher will give you a Sunday    
Bulletin with a printed order of the worship service.  Worship services 
feature readings from the Bible, preaching, prayer, and music.  
 

What about children? 
Children are always welcome in our worship service. Children begin in the 
worship service with their parents. Following the Time With God’s Chil-
dren, children go to their respective Sunday School classes. 

Will there be communion?  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is 
celebrated six times each year in the 
sanctuary during worship on Threshold 
Sundays. These include: the first     
Sunday of Advent, the first Sunday 
of Epiphany, the first Sunday in 
Lent, Emmaus Sunday (the second  
Sunday of Easter), Pentecost, and World Communion Sunday (the first 
Sunday in October). We serve only non-alcoholic grape juice, and always 
offer a gluten-free bread alternative. Whether you are a member of First 
Church, another church, or no church, you are welcome to join with us in 
this moment of blessing and grace. On the first Sunday of every month 
that is not a Threshold Sunday, we have a short, informal Communion 
service held in the Chapel following the 10:00 am service. 

Will I be expected to give money?  
An offering will be received during our service to 
support the church and its various ministries. We 
welcome any and all gifts from those who are able 
to contribute, but please do not feel obligated to 
put anything in the offering plate. 

What happens after worship?  
Following worship all are invited to Fellowship Hour where you can meet 
others and enjoy coffee, punch and refreshments. This gathering is locat-
ed in the dining room on the lower level of the church.  You can take any 
stairwell from the sanctuary exits to get to the dining room, and an eleva-
tor to the lower level is also available. 

How do I become a Member?  
Joining First Church as a member means that you agree to a covenantal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and with others in our       
community of faith.  We offer a New Member Orientation to explore and 
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Children’s Ministry 

Regular Church School classes aged 3 through grade 8 start shortly 
after Labor Day and continue through June. During the summer 
months we offer an all-ages classroom. On most Sundays children 
begin the morning at the Worship Service and stay through the      
Children’s Sermon, after which they go to their Church School        
classrooms with their teachers. Parents pick up their     children at their 
classrooms after worship. 

Our Church School uses a curriculum that encourages students to    
explore what it means to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and is supple-
mented by active engagement in mission projects; all of which provides 
our children with        the opportunity to put their faith into action. 

In addition, on selected Sundays, grades 6 -12 meet in the youth room 
with leaders for fellowship, project planning, and time discussing topics 
that have meaning to their lives. 

We have dedicated volunteer teachers for the classrooms and  
nursery care           for those under age three. Our teachers are supported by 
the Children Youth Ministry, the Church School leaders and our pastor. 
Workshops are also offered. 

There are additional opportunities for children. Some enjoy taking a 
turn as the weekly Scripture Reader, others choose to sing or ring bells 
and chimes.    There are special seasonal events for our children to take 
part in like our Advent Workshop, Christmas events and Children’s  
Sunday; as well as a comprehensive summer camping program offered 
through the New Hampshire Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
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Women’s Connection 

The Women’s Connection offers the women of the congregation and 
friends of   our church to experience social time, build connections, 
strengthen friendships, and support one another. Many activities and 
events are offered throughout the year, and we welcome all women 
to join us for every activity or for whatever event interests them.      Our 
events are varied and have included game days, cook-offs, themed 
breakfasts, theatre productions, cookie swaps, making care packages 
for college students, NYC bus trip, the New Hampshire Conference of 
the United Church of Christ women’s retreat, and the most popular 
“Mystery Ride”. We also partner with    other organizations within the 
church to volunteer within the local community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Citizens’ Fellowship 

Senior Fellowship currently hosts two luncheons annually for our 
church        members aged 60 plus. These well attended events include 
delicious meals and spirited entertainment.      Our senior members also 
receive “Thinking of You”, “Retirement” and “Sympathy” cards facili-
tated by the Senior Board members, who also distribute Christmas 
remembrances to         several shut-ins in December. 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

This group offers opportunities for 
the men    of the congregation to spend 
social time together and strengthen 
friendships. The men have done minor 
repairs and renovations for members,   
and hosted prayer breakfasts. 
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Every woman is invited 

to make friends at FCC! 
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discuss what membership is all about. This is followed by a New   
Member joining Sunday, at which time new members are welcomed 
into our church family. 
 
Families and Children 
Families and children are prominent in our church life. Children       
participate in worship and events throughout the year. Children are 
invited to join the Senior Pastor each Sunday during the worship     
service for Time With God’s Children. Children often read a short Bible 
verse during their time in the service. Nursery care is available for the  
youngest children. Sunday School happens each week, and is available 
even if it is the child’s first time with us. 
Sunday School classes are offered for children ages 3 through grade 8. 
Their curriculum is lively and engaging as they explore what it means 
to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Children’s Sunday is an annual event with a special theme for the year. 
It is held each spring and allows the children to celebrate the learning 
they have achieved by participating in the worship service. 
Confirmation classes are led by our Pastor for our eighth graders.      
Becoming a member of our congregation is a meaningful and           
important decision for the youth of our church. 
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Ways to Get Involved 

There are many ways to become involved at First Church. As you become 
more familiar with our church, some of the opportunities to choose from 
are shown below. 

If you haven’t already done so, you can sign up for the monthly email 
publication of The Church Window which is a good way to see all that’s 
going on at First Church. 

Or you can also sign up for the bi-monthly FCC Friday Link email by  
emailing Lauren Henderson at LHendersonFCC@yahoo.com. 

Fellowship 

There are numerous groups, large and small, who gather to experience 
social time together, build connections, and strengthen friendships.    
Everyone is always welcome, and their activities are varied. 

Education 

First Church offers Sunday School for our children, Confirmation Classes 
for our youth, and scripture discussions and Bible Study. 

Mission and Service 
We work together to serve and support numerous local and global      
mission projects throughout the year. First Church also hosts classes for 
the English for New Americans program and frequently interacts with the 
students in evening conversations, occasional pot luck suppers, and joint 
projects.  Scouts and AA are also hosted. 
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Volunteers annually work at the New England Seafarers    Mission in 
Boston at their Black Falcon Pier worksite. 

Cake and gift cards are given to Helping Hands’ Christmas in July. We 
also support Christian Aftercare Ministries with funding, clothing, 
household items and gift cards, and host their Annual Dinner. 

Students from Bakersville School and their families benefit from  gift 
cards, hats and mittens, boots and sneakers, and holiday support. 

The Angel Tree project provides gifts 
through local agencies. The entire       congre-
gation is invited to take part by choosing 
tags from the tree and purchasing gifts for 
distribution to a variety of local charities. 

FCC Knitters make hats and mittens for 
the Holiday Baskets, Angel Tree and Sea-
farers. FCC Quilters make baptismal quilts for newly baptized children.  
Dress A Girl Around the World dresses are made by our sewers and 
distributed to girls at risk around the world through mission trips. 

Interfaith Women of NH 
brings together women of all 
faiths for quarterly events 
linking spirituality and cultures 
from around the world. 

Special Olympics and the Young Athletes 
Program are supported weekly throughout 
the school year, and at the NH Summer 
Games Mini-Jav event. 

Disaster Relief 
We provide financial and hands-on (H.O.M.E.
—Hands On Mission for Everyone) assistance 

to communities  experiencing disasters, most recently supporting Little 
Farms UCC in Louisiana after Hurricane IDA, Ukraine relief,  UCC Global 
Hope, UCC Haiti appeal, UCC Covid relief, Religious  Response to Hun-
ger, and UCC Church World Service Blankets and Tools for Hope. 

Child Sponsorship 
We have been committed to the educational  
support of Kudakwashe Simancro from the 
Chikore Church in Zimbabwe for four years. He 
was chosen because     the New Hampshire         
Conference of the United Church of Christ has      
a strong partnership with the United Church of 
Christ churches in Zimbabwe. 

Kudakwashe Simancro  

mailto:LHendersonFCC@yahoo.com
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Parish Visitors 
This team of devoted individuals are dedicated to the well being of our 
shut-ins, and those who are ill or experiencing other life struggles. This 
team also delivers   the Upper Room devotional books & CDs of our       
services, on request. 

Meal Train 
The FCC Meal Train keeps our congregation and the 
community connected.  A bevy of dedicated parish-
ioners provide food, cards, and surprises to take the 
time to say “we care about you”...making a connec-
tion between those who receive a meal or special 
treat, and those who prepare and deliver. This is  
extremely rewarding for the preparers, and much 
appreciated by the receivers.  

Door Greeters and Ushers 
Church members, who volunteer on a regular basis, extend our welcome 
to members, friends,  and visitors attending worship services and special 
events. 

Outreach Ministries 
Our Outreach Committee provides hands-on mission and service oppor-
tunities       throughout the year. 

The First Congregational Church Food Closet distributes food donated by 
the congregation to needy people on request. 

Greater Manchester Clergy Association’s Souper 
Bowl  competition between local churches    
annually collects thousands of pounds of canned 
goods for the FIT/New Horizons Food Pantry.  

Church volunteers prep and serve meals month-
ly at the Families in  Transition/New Horizons of NH     Soup Kitchen. 

The Greater Manchester/Londonderry CROP Walk takes place every 
October. The CROP Hunger Walk raises money for hunger relief through 
Church World Service both locally and globally. A portion of the funds 
raised are distributed for hunger relief in the Manchester area. 

The Families in Transition Walk 
Against Hunger in the spring supports 
the local food pantry efforts. 

Morning Conversation and the Annual 
“Thankful” Dinner aids the English for 
New            Americans students with fluency, 
and a homemade turkey dinner pre-
pared and served by the congregation. 

M
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What is Membership? 

As you become more comfortable in worshiping with us, you may 
want to explore becoming a member of First Church.  

Church membership may mean different things to different people. 
Whether you have been a recent guest or a long-term participant, we 
are encouraged by your presence and invite all to join us as members 
of the First Church congregation. Membership Orientation events are 
held twice per year, followed by a new member ceremony during a 
worship service. 

If you would like to explore more of what it means to be a member of 
First Church,  please contact Rev. Carolyn Keilig. 
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Services: 
All are welcome to participate in services held at 10:00am on 
Sundays. Communion is offered on special Sundays and services 
throughout the year. 

Accessibility: 
Our building is wheel chair accessible with an elevator that 
serves all floor levels. We provide large print bulletins and audio 
amplification. The Church        driveway has reserved handicapped 
parking. Please ask our ushers to assist you. 

Structure: 
The congregation is led by its voting members, the Pastor, and lay leaders. 

Staff: 
Staff includes our Senior Pastor, Associate Pastor, Director of Music 
Ministries, Church Administrator, Front Office Manager, Church 
School Coordinator, Sexton, and Building Manager. 

Church School: 
First Church has seven  classrooms, plus a nursery room for infants, 
and a youth room for teens       and pre-teens.   

A Confirmation program is also available. 

Choirs: 
First Church has an adult Chancel Choir and the Sabbath Bells. 

Boards and Committees: 
Current groups include: Church Council, Board of Trustees, Board of     
Deacons,  Outreach Committee, Open and Affirming Committee,           
Membership Team, and the Stewardship Committee. 
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In 1839 the eager entrepreneurs of the Amoskeag Mills coaxed a 

small, struggling English Congregational church to link arms with a small, 
struggling Scotch-Irish Presbyterian Church. First Congregational Church 
grew rapidly with the bustling, burgeoning city. 

During the late 19th century we were active in welcoming new Ameri-
cans to the city: Greeks, Germans, Lebanese, Swedes and others; some  
of whom worshiped in         our building before striking out on their own. We 
continue that tradition of hospitality today by sharing our building with 
the NH Korean Presbyterian Church and the English for New Americans 
program coordinated by Southern New Hampshire Services. 

As the city has changed, American church habits have shifted, yet the  
key elements of our tradition continue to thrive: faithfulness to the Gos-
pel, service to       our neighborhood, excellence in worship and music, and 
hope for those who come to us for assistance or to join our fellowship. 

Due to our endowments and generous members, we 
are continuing the ministries envisioned by our         
predecessors, demonstrated in ways appropriate for 
the     early 21st century. 
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