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 Spring flowers are in blossom all over. The whole world’s a 
choir—and singing! (Song of Solomon 2:12 The Message) 
 

Any visitor to my home in Hopkinton would immediately make 
this observation: the yard and flower gardens appear to be a 
complete mess. Deep into this season of Spring, the grass is 
wilted, flat and decidedly brown. Branches are strewn willy-
nilly throughout the property, reflecting the fact that my 
schedule and rain storms have limited my determination to 
pick them up. My perennial gardens (all 4 of them) are a total 
disaster and cause me to sigh deeply whenever I dare to pon-
der the work to be done to get them up to speed. Yet in the 
midst of what looks to be nothing but messy chaos, crocuses 
are in full bloom, azalea blossoms have burst forth and other 
shrubs and flowers are showing promise. Despite the continu-
ing and never-ending (or so it seems to me!) cold and rain, the 
crocuses are steadfast in reminding us that someday, sooner 
rather than later, true Spring will again touch our land and our 
lives. The messy chaos of this not-yet-Spring will be in the past. 
 

There are seasons in our lives when we feel like we are living in 
messy chaos. Our plans for the future fall through and there is 
no clear or practical back-up strategy in place. The situations 
that surround us feel unpredictable and unknowable and so 
leave us unbalanced, frightened and even out of sorts. Howev-
er, like a small crocus giving us a visual reminder that this chilly 
time is almost over, God’s love and steadfast presence are 
there in your life, although sometimes it may be hard to see or 
feel it. 
 

Times like that are when being part of a community of faith is 
particularly helpful. If you or someone you know is in the midst 
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of messy chaos, please don’t go it alone. We act as Christ to one 
another and we do so even when you think the days feel long 
and cold, even when your life seems unpredictable and fright-
ening, even when you feel nobody notices or cares.   
 

Song-writer Richard Gillard invites us to remember this when 
we sing together, “Won’t you let me by your servant, let me be 
as Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my 
servant, too.” As the earth slowly warms and the sun continues 
to shine on a regular basis, so too may you find yourself among 
those who are warmed by the Spirit and through whom the 
love of Christ shines forth.  
 

Blessings, 
Rev. Carolyn  

First Church Membership  
Events this Month! 

 

New Member Orientation  
Sunday, May 1st 

Following Worship Service 
 

New Member Joining  
Sunday, May 22nd 

During Worship Service 

Please note the Church  
Office will be closed on  
Monday, May 30th in  

observance of the  
Memorial Day Holiday. 



 

 

More changes in my household have happened.  Besides the 
apartment in the basement and a new roof, we have now gone 
wireless. 
 

I no longer have a landline phone.  My cell phone number is in 
the directory, but if you don’t see it, you can call the church and 
Lauren will give it to you. 
 

I have had the landline number since John and I moved into the 
house in 1968.  I didn’t think I would get nostalgic over a phone 
number, but I am.  I still remember the phone number we had 
when I was a child.  No rotary phones then…we just picked up 
the phone and an operator would say “number please”, and we 
would tell her the number we wanted to call.  I also still         
remember my best friend, Patty’s, phone number.  It was a   
huge thing when rotary phones came on the scene. 
 

The tv is also wireless.  No more exorbitant cable  fees and I 
have all the channels I want.   
 

The internet is extremely fast, and Ted and Autumn love it for 
their games they play on their computers.  I am saving almost 
$100.00 a month with these changes. 
 

It is a different world from the world I grew up in and I would 
guess that all generations say that as they age.  I can’t imagine 
what will come next. 
 

I think with all the changes happening, more than ever we need 
the constant presence and stability of God.  God is always with 
us and whether we get wrapped up in all the technology that 
keeps coming our way, or whether we are fretting about all the 
changes and chaos in our world, we can count on God.  We can 
count on God’s warm loving support. 
 

God doesn’t care if you have a flip phone or a talking watch.  He 
cares that you are living the life He intends you to lead…caring 
for and loving others, praying every day and attending church 
every week, reading your Bible every day.  You don’t have to 
own the latest technology to help others and live by the Golden 
Rule.  I try doing that every day. 
 

Now if I could just figure out how to use the hands free – calling 
in my car, I would be very happy. 
 

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

Senior Moments 
With Rev. Barbara Papagian  

 

Sunday, May 1st  10:00 AM 
Third Sunday of Easter 

New Member Orientation following Worship 
****************************** 

Sunday, May 8th  10:00 AM 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day Blanket Sunday 
****************************** 

Sunday, May 15th  10:00 AM 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

****************************** 

Sunday, May 22nd  10:00 AM 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

New Member Joining Sunday 
****************************** 

Sunday, May 29th  10:00 AM 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Rev. Barbara Papagian leads Worship 
Memorial Day Sunday 

 

The First Congregational Church  
Picture Online Directory  

You are welcome to access the Directory by  
going to the following website: 

https://www.members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 

 

 

Surely as the first crocuses are showing up in yards across 
New Hampshire, many of us are returning to First Church             

for in-person worship while also looking to reconnect with 
others in our wider church life.  

After meeting with the CL21 team, Rev. Carolyn realized a 
time of reflection and renewal would be useful for many of us 
as we note both the losses and the gains we have experienced 

over the last two years and how they have impacted our  
longer view of our life together.  

 

Revs. Carolyn and Barbara, along with John Rowe and Ellie 
Stetson, will be leading the Conversations and invite you to 

sign up for one in May: 

• Monday, May 2nd, 10:00-11:00am in-person 

• Thursday, May 12th, 7:00pm-8:00pm via zoom 
 

You may call the church office (603-625-5093) or sign up  
on the Church Office Window. 

Congregational  
Conversations  

 

Reconnecting with One 
Another 

Tune into the Morning 
Watch Prayers on  

Facebook! 
Each Monday thru Thursday 

morning at 9:00 am. Hosted by  
Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter 

Perich. This short time of prayer and reflection can be found on 
our Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester 



 

 

• Mon, May 2nd  10AM—Congregational Conversation  

• Mon, May 2nd 6PM—Deacons’ Board Meeting 

• Tues, May 3rd 6:30PM—Membership Committee  

• Tues, May 10th 6PM—Church Council Meeting 

• Thurs, May 12th 6PM—Sr. Pastor Search Committee 

• Thurs, May 12th 7PM—Congregational Conversation  

• Tues, May 16th 6:30PM—Church Trustees’ Meeting 

• Sun, May 22nd 1PM—Open & Affirming Committee 

• Tues, May 24th 6:30PM—Outreach Committee  

• Thurs, May 26th 6PM—Sr. Pastor Search Committee 

Upcoming Committee Meetings  
Please contact committee leaders to confirm location 

of meeting (Zoom or in-person). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have a prayer request for Sunday mornings, there are 

boxes in the narthex and hallway for you to put your requests 
in. Please submit them by 9:30 am. If you do come in after that 

you can hand your request to an usher who will get it to me. 
During the week you are welcome to email your request to me 
at bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org. I can take email requests 
up until 9:00 am on Sunday morning. I am honored to have the                     

privilege of raising your prayers during the service.                                  
-  Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor -  

 

68,760 blankets helped people worldwide in 2021, and we  
donated 68. This year Church World Service was immediately on 

the ground in Moldova, helping Ukrainian refugees. A press 
 release states, “The situation in Ukraine and neighboring  

countries is unstable and continues to change. CWS is  
committed to help ensure that Ukrainians who have been forced 
to flee from their homes have a safe, comfortable and dignified 

place to stay.” 

 

The Outreach Committee invites you share the warmth this 
Mother’s Day. We are sponsoring a Church World Service  

Blankets Sunday on Mother’s Day, May 8th, and a Tools of 
Hope Sunday on Father's Day, June 19th. CWS suggests a $10  

donation or more per blanket. We ask you to honor your 
 mother or special friend with a donation in her name and  

receive a gift card to send her on Mother’s Day. For cards or 
donations you can find members of the Outreach Committee in 
the hall behind the Chancel after the service May 1 or by calling 
JoAnn Ward at 668-3485. Donations in honor of and in memory 

of mothers will be printed in the Mother’s Day Sunday News.  
Offering envelopes are in the pews through Mother’s Day for 

donations of any amount if no card is desired. Please write 
whom you wish to honor or remember on the envelope as well.                                                                  
Take Note! Although the Father’s Day cards will be available the 
two Sundays before Father’s Day, they are also available now, 

for those who want to “shop” once! 

  Mother’s Day Blanket   
  Sunday is May 8th, 2022 

 

It has been over two years since the pandemic first impacted 
our state and our beloved First Congregational Church, and 

Covid 19 continues to affect our lives in its various mutations. 
While staff and church leadership will continue paying atten-

tion to the current infection rates and Covid-related hospitali-
zations, we (cautiously) are pleased to lift the last remaining 

Covid 19 mitigation protocols in our building. This means that 
masking in worship is now optional and the “X” marks that 
have indicated safe social distancing have been removed. 

During Council’s thoughtful discussion on Tuesday, April 12, 
we recognized that not everyone will be comfortable with 

social distancing protocols lifted. Some of our members and 
friends who would like to be part of in-person worship but 
have health issues that put them or a loved one at a higher 

risk if they are infected by Covid, may wish to find a pew apart 
from others. Be aware that if you see someone masked and off 
by themselves, it may be due to health safety reasons; please 
check with them before sitting in close proximity. Conversely, 
if you need to protect your own health, feel free to move to 

another pew to maintain necessary social distancing. For all of 
us, our livestreaming worship option is always available on 

Sunday morning.  
The return of Fellowship Time after worship was also dis-

cussed, and right now it is not Covid that is keeping it from 
starting up after Easter. Like any program we offer, prep time 
is needed. Many thanks to the dedicated choir members who 
spent hours cleaning the kitchen to prepare for the Palm Sun-
day breakfast. But, other areas of the kitchen need to be dou-

ble checked, sign ups and the coordination of who will be 
providing coffee, drinks and snacks will need to be organized, 
and a small list of other volunteer efforts is on the short hori-

zon. This effort has now started so stay tuned for news of 
when we will return to our after-worship fellowship time. 

An Update from the Church Council on                 
Worship Services & Fellowship regarding 

 Covid 19 mitigation protocols at  
First Congregational Church 

mailto:bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org


 

 

 

“For we humans are knit by our humanity,  
by the imago Dei present in every single one of us… 

         Cara Meredith, The Color of Life 
 

Cara Meredith reminded us of Martin Luther 
King’s words that “Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.” As she said 

during the Zoom Conversation with Cara in 
March, “For me, as a Christian, as an                  

Episcopalian, as someone who does believe 
that the imago Dei is present in every single 
one of us, I begin to see that which happens 

to you affects me…and I can’t not see this 
mutuality that binds us together.” 

Being bound together by common humanity and believing that 
each of us is worthy of God’s love and grace, we are compelled 
to open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts. These beliefs are 

the foundation for FCC’s Open and Affirming Covenant and                  
undergird the actions we take as a church community. We are 

planning several such faith-based actions for the coming 
months. 

            

Once again, FCC is 
proud to be a  

sponsor for the 
Queen City Pride  

Festival on Saturday, 
June 18th from  

12 – 6 pm.  
We have a great time 
sharing our FCC Spirit 

with the community. Look for a volunteer sign-up sheet on the 
office window or get in touch with Karen Hawver 

(khawver@gmail.com; 603-759-1376) or Jeanine Finefrock 
(cjfinefrock@comcast.net; 603-533-3180). In addition, worship 

on Sunday, June 19th will include Pride elements supporting  
the themes of welcome, affirmation, and inclusion.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The committee is also in initial 
planning and discussions about 
hosting an exhibit of the Sacred 
Ally Quilt Ministry, created by 
nine NH UCC congregations as 
graphic reminders of the need 

for compassion, mutual                                    
understanding, and social and 

racial justice. Embedded within the quilts are the last words of 
George Floyd, spoken on May 25, 2020. It is our hope that such 

an exhibit would engage FCC and the wider Manchester                
community, offering us a sacred space to learn more and listen 
more deeply. Conversations about the quilts may make us feel                
uncertain or uncomfortable, while at the same time they can 

remind us that we are bound together as children of God.               
Committee members have shared information about the exhibit 

with the Church Council, the Trustees, and plan to submit an 
application for consideration.  

 

The next meeting of the Open and Affirming Committee will be 
held on Zoom on Sunday, May 22nd at 1 pm (tentative).  Please 

feel free to join us for the meeting and/or for volunteer                      
opportunities. Contact Carol Soucy for a Zoom meeting link. 

  Open & Affirming Committee    
  News and Reflections 
  May 2022 

Open and Affirming Committee 
Elizabeth Blood, Jeanine Finefrock, Jeffrey Frye,  

Karen Hawver, John and Kathy Rowe,  
and Carol Soucy, Chair 

 HELP US KEEP THE CHURCH  
CALENDAR CURRENT 

Please let us know if your                   
committee will be meeting in the 
coming weeks/months. We would 
like to keep everyone informed! We publish 

meeting dates on our website and newsletters. 
Email Linda at LBonetti@fccmanchesternh.org 

or Lauren at LHenderson@fccmanchesternh.org 

Special Olympics Young  
Athletes Program! 

mailto:khawver@gmail.com
mailto:cjfinefrock@comcast.net


 

 

If you are would like to help by 
providing and serving family dinner to kids and their 

families on Wednesday, May 18th or June 15th at 
5pm, please contact Liz or Peggy (info below).   
UpReach Therapeutic Riding Center in 

Goffstown runs an after school program called 
Resilience Reins for kids “considered at risk “ 

and their families. We usually provide 1 Salad, 
2 main dishes, 2 desserts (bars, cookies or 

cupcakes) and waters or healthy drinks. 
For May 18th we are looking for either a salad 
or one more main dish (kid friendly) and drinks. As yet we have 
not posted a sign up for June 15th, but if you would like to get 

on our list please contact either of us.   
The goal of the Resilience Reins is to equip children with the 
skills necessary to cope with their changing and challenging 
family dynamics.  At the end of each weekly session, both                 

children and families come together to reconnect over a family 
dinner. Family dinners provide an opportunity to strengthen ties 

and build better relationships. They build a sense of belonging 
which leads to better self-esteem. 

 To volunteer or to ask your       
questions, please contact Liz              

Verity (liz-v@comcast.net or by 
phone @ 603-623-7461, cell              

603-494-6785) or Peggy Neveu 
(frannys1@aol.com or by phone 

@ 603-483-8388) . 
Seeing these children benefit 

from this programs is very uplifting; and if you can help, you 
will know you made a difference. 

We are back at UpReach and 
looking for help! 

MEAL TRAIN COOKIE BAGS! Cookies were given in                   
appreciation to our Choir & Musicians on Easter Sunday. 

Senior Citizen’s Fellowship Spring Luncheon  
Tuesday, May, 24th, 2022 

 12:00 pm at the Puritan Conference Center  
245 Hooksett Road in Manchester 

Invitations were mailed the week of April 18th. 
RSVP to Lauren in the church office (603-625-5093) /

LHenderson@FCCManchesternh.org by May 9th! 

Memory Garden 
 *Thank You*! 

Liz Verity would like to give 
much thanks to everyone 
who offered to help clean  

& ready the Memory Garden 
in April! 

Once again the Outreach  
Committee is asking for  

donations for the schools.  
 

Bakersville is in need of sneakers - kids have a habit of                 
outgrowing and outwearing the ones they have. Sneaker sizes 

are as follows: children’s size 12 
(small child), and children’s sizes 1 
through 4. They can also use sweat 

shirts and sweat pants,  
children’s sizes 5 though 8.  

There is a sign up sheet on the 
church office window. The                   

Committee will purchase whatever 
doesn't get 

donated, but your donations enable 
us to do so much more. We are also 

providing Market Basket gift cards for 
families with food emergencies.  

 

There is so much that needs to be 
done; thank you for your support. 

Donations for Outreach! 

mailto:liz-v@comcast.net
mailto:frannys1@aol.com


 

 

Once again the favorite Zoom BINGO Gathering 
game happened on April 7th! 

 There were nine ladies anxious to play. It was 
very nice to meet Autumn Papagian and have her 
join us for the game. She is very computer savvy 
and showed all of us how to do a screen shot on 
our computers. Some of us learned, but some of 

us are still totally lost! Hard to teach old dogs 
new tricks! In between games we have fun and laughter but 

while playing, everyone is very serious listening, not wanting to 
miss a number. Even with concentration numbers were still 
missed but it is all in fun. The big winner for bragging rights  

and a handmade crown is Denise Beaurivage.  
Congratulations, Denise!!!  Better luck next time, ladies!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For something different…How about going to 
“You’re Fired” on Thursday 

evening, May 5th from 5pm—
9pm for ladies evening?... 

The studio fees are half off on that 
evening! This is a ceramic studio for all 
ladies to get out and create. Even if you 

have never done anything like this            
before they have people that will show 

you how and it can be a very simple piece or a more detailed 
piece. It is up to the individual on what to design and glaze. We 

need 6 ladies to be able to reserve a table space. We realize 
that some of you work until 5 or later 
and can’t get there that early. This is 
not a set time, they are very flexible 
therefore come as soon as you can. 

Once we see who is signed up we can 
order a pizza and drink for our                

dinner. There is a sign up sheet on 
the church office window or email 

Pam or Denise.  

The Women’s Connection Mission Statement:  
The  Women’s Connection offers opportunities for the  
women and friends of First Congregational Church to                     

experience social time together, to build connections, and to 
strengthen friendships. We seek to encourage and support 
one another as we journey through life together at every 

season of our lives. All adult women are welcome to join us 
for whatever event interests them. Our activities are varied 

and have included outings, crafts, spiritual reflections, hiking 
and volunteering in the local community… 

something for everyone. 

  

Women’s Connection  
News & Events 

May 2022 

Remember to save June 11th for our Tenth Annual 
Mystery Ride! 

 If you have never been on one 
of our Mystery Rides before, 
you should plan on a full day 
event. We usually leave the 

church parking lot about 9 and 
return around 3. It all depends 
on where the mystery brings 

us. There will be a sign up 
sheet on the Church office 

window or you can email Pam 
(blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise (beau.de@comcast.net) to 

be added to the list. When signing up please mark the column 
marked driver if you plan on driving, along with how many 

ladies can be in your car, and indicate who you might already 
have going with you. If you are a rider please indicate who you 
are planning on riding with. If you don’t know who to ride with 

when signing up we will figure it all out once everyone has 
signed the list. Last day to sign up is Sunday May 29th. Once 

the time gets closer you will receive an email with more 
 information about the day.  

FCC WC! 

 

EASTER ALTAR 2022 



 

 

Hillsborough Association Annual 
Meeting 

Sunday, May 1st at 3PM on Zoom 

See Rev. Barbara Papagian or Rev. Carolyn 
Keilig for more information! 

  
 

 

 
 

 

As Trustees we are entrusted with the charge of making 
thoughtful decisions pertaining to our Church’s assets. We 
would like to share the news on two improvements to our 

church home. 
Many of us have that special connection when we sit in the 

pews, appreciating the colorful stained glass windows, praying 
out loud and in silence, singing and listening to some of our  

favorite hymns. It is where we worship and 
for some it is where we feel closest to our 

Lord and Savior.  
Thanks to the hard work of many, our 

Church sanctuary received a much needed 
lighting upgrade on our beautiful historic 

pendant lights from traditional incandescent 
lamps to LED. Additionally, the lighting               

control system which no longer was service-
able due to end of life components was finally replaced with a 

new, modern system. The energy savings from these important 
upgrades will have a positive impact to our operational budget.  

Many thanks to Peter Perich and the Church staff for all their 
assistance in the search process for the right lighting contractor 

and managing this project while the church remained closed 
during COVID. 

Another asset is people. In years past we have invested in many 
improvements to our church home to ensure the safety for our 

members, staff and visitors. Maintaining the church grounds 
has become increasingly challenging due to unfortunate               
circumstances affecting a certain population in the city,                        

specifically those facing homelessness and drug addiction.  
While we want to maintain a welcoming environment for all, 

safety remains of utmost concern for our staff. Through       
prayerful consideration of many alternatives and with guidance 

from the Manchester Police and Fire Departments, we have 
made the decision to work with a fence company to install 

some additional gates for the rear, exterior handicap ramp and 
for the casket door, located to the right of the exterior church 

office door. We anticipate the design to be as tasteful as                 
possible, however keeping in mind that the purpose is for               
added protection and safety. We hope to have this project 

completed by the summer. 
As we are welcoming the season of Spring into our lives, we      

are thrilled to see everyone again as we gather in our beautiful 
sanctuary for in-person Sunday services.  

Enjoy and appreciate the longer day light hours outside as 
well as the brightness in our Sanctuary! 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday, April 10th, 2022 

FCC will meet at Veteran's Park after 
church and the walk starts at noontime.  

 

A map of the 5K walk is posted on the 
website: https://support.fitnh.org.  

The registration fee is $10 to walk. The 
Outreach Committee has already donated $1,000 to the cause! 

Go to https://support.fitnh.org to register for walking or to 
sponsor the FCC team with a donation.  Please see Sue Clement 

if you have questions about this event! 

The Annual Walk Against  
Hunger  

Sunday May 15th, 2022 at Noon  



 

 

The Senior Pastor Search Committee would like to take a moment to provide an             
update on our efforts in searching for our new Pastor. 
 

We came together back in November, just before the COVID winter surge.  Like                 
several of the other committees in our Church, we had to decide how to best conduct 
our meetings, in the safest manner for all.  We were blessed with a few in person 
meetings in the beginning, so that we could get to know each other, learn about the 
search process and understand our resources.   
 

We were fortunate to discover that our group had some technology savvy individuals that could help us maneuver 
through the challenges of meeting during a pandemic.  This led us to quickly recognize that searching for a Pastor this 
time will be a bit different.   
 

Technology 
While each of us understood the lengthy process to searching for a new Pastor, we have had to take into                          
consideration how the use of technology will impact our search.   Will and should our next Pastor be technologically 
savvy?  How do we attract the best candidates?  Does our website and Local Church Profile provide interested                   
candidates an accurate picture of our Church and all we have to offer?  How will we need to conduct ourselves during 
interviews utilizing Zoom?  Many questions arise, some easily answered and some still under consideration. 
 

Needs of our Members, our Neighbors and Community  
We can all agree that COVID has changed our lives in many ways.  Past Church surveys and Local Church Profiles,             
historical trends signaling important priorities of our members and the community we serve, obtained during                          
pre-pandemic times may no longer be accurate.  Our memories of what once was, may no longer be. 
Answering one of the many questions of a Local Church Profile requires ideally a current understanding of the needs 
of our church community.  Our group has recently discerned over what qualities and core competencies our next            
Senior Pastor should have to meet the needs of our church and community.  Are the needs the same in this post 
COVID time?   What core competencies are the most important for our church to have today and what other qualities 
may be important to consider for the future growth? 
We would like to thank the folks within the congregation, who have taken the time to provide us with their feedback 
on the question “How would you describe your vision of who our next pastor should be?”.  We have read all the               
responses so far and will be utilizing this valuable information to help us prioritize core competencies for our next  
Pastor.    
 

Time 
We are all very anxious to learn who our next Pastor will be.  As part of the search process and commitment to one 
another, we are reminded that important decisions will be made with great care, on behalf of the congregation.  Deep 
discussions allow us to question perspectives, discern as individuals and as a group leading to completing a current 
Local Church Profile.  The Local Church Profile tool is a questionnaire with several thought provoking questions that 
we must answer.  The outcome will be much like a job description that includes an overview of our Church’s 
strengths, challenges and how we extend God’s light beyond the walls of our Church.  Ideally, we want the profile to 
attract candidates that will meet our current church needs, understand our strengths, while providing enough                 
information so that the candidate can determine with enough interest, to interview with us and determine if our 
Church will fit their calling.  Here is a draft of how we answered “What we value about living in our area”.  It is                  
important to note that a well written profile is key to a successful search.  We hope to complete our first draft of the 
Local Church Profile in the months to come. 
 

DRAFT - The First Congregational Church is located in the heart of Manchester, New Hampshire.  Nation-wide 
reviews, such as those from US News, rate the “Quality of Life” in Manchester as very high, and extremely high 
in “Safest Places to Live”.  Within walking distance of the church building are a large variety of restaurants that 
reflect the growing international demographics of the city, and they include several fine          CONTINUED…….. 

  Senior Pastor Search Committee Update 



 

 
dining establishments.  Boarded on one side by a city park, FCC is also situated close to the oldest public high 
school in the state, one whose long academic and athletic record is unparalleled.  It boasts a melting pot of              
English language learners, representing 72 (?) countries and over 100 languages, and routinely sends multiple 
students a year to high-ranking colleges, including ivy leagues.  The school also boasts having educated Rhodes 
Scholars, Marshalls, and Fulbrights. 
 

Yet the central urban location also faces many of the same challenges as other American urban centers.  Home-
lessness and drug addiction coexist with beautiful architectural buildings, open spaces, and artisan and retail 
shops.  The city’s cultural arts center, including museums, library, colleges, abuts the church building as well. 
 

Adding more complexity is the fact that most members of the congregation reside outside the urban core, and 
even in surrounding towns.  As such, one might expect parishioners to attend services simply for the beauty of 
the sanctuary and the uplifting musical program while disassociating themselves from any of the unpleasantness 
of an urban center.  But that has not happened.  FCC has embraced the challenges and sought to help rather 
than avoid these societal issues.  For example, our food pantry has expanded, thanks to the generosity of                 
parishioners, and was accessed over 1000 times during the past year.  We have hosted the English for New 
Americans program for over 20 (?) years.  We support local area elementary schools by providing winter                  
clothing, and we provide certificates for groceries to underserved families.  Christmas sees an extension of gift 
giving through several area non-profits, including Waypoint, Liberty House and _______.  Our Outreach program 
supports _____ local organizations, donating __________ dollars.  Members take an active role in all of this, as 
shown by our contributing to the annual Souper Bowl competition.  (Local churches compete for who donates 
the most canned goods to the local food bank during Super Bowl Sunday.)  First Church continues to lead in   
number of items donated.  Our record rivals that of the NE Patriots in Super Bowl wins! 
 

This member involvement and commitment to reaching out to the nearby urban community is what we term as 
our “urban ministry.” 
 

We desire a pastor who can harness the already proven energy of the congregation to help enlist others,               
growing our congregation and moving us forward as we live the gospel of Christ and share it with our greater 
community. 

 

The Role of the Congregation 
Each step we take is following a multi-step search process that sets us up for a successful search.  As the church’s             
Senior Pastor Search Committee, we are committed to make ourselves available to receive your feedback at any time 
throughout this process.  We welcome your perspective on our church’s strengths, the current needs of our church 
members, and how the next Senior Pastor can better serve those in need.  You can call and speak to us individually or 
e-mail thoughts to us as a group.   
 

Bill Jones E-mail/Phone # wjones0615@comcast.net/603-860-1236 

Jenn Thornton E-mail jthornton0792@gmail.com 

Liz Verity E-mail/Phone # Liz-v@comcast.net/ 603-494-6785 

Michelle Harrington E-mail/Phone # mharring33@msn.com/603-493-0526 

Paul Hoff E-mail/Phone # pwhoff@comcast.net/603-296-7455 

Pip Adams E-mail/Phone # Pipadams164@hotmail.com/603-219-4278 

Tom Irving E-mail/Phone # tdirving@myfairpoint.net/603-391-6411 

Jennifer Plourde E-mail/Phone # Jenplourde@comcast.net/603-315-8105 

Janie Shaklee E-mail/Phone # JanieMShaklee@gmailcom/720-243-3630 

Selene Lyons E-mail/Phone # mslyons100@gmail.com/603-493-3505 

 

We look forward to providing more periodic updates as we continue on this journey.  Please continue to pray for us 
during this search process and while we build our Local Church Profile.   

mailto:wjones0615@comcast.net
mailto:jthornton0792@gmail.com
mailto:Liz-v@comcast.net
mailto:mharring33@msn.com
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HELP KEEP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 
STOCKED 

Items we need regularly: 
• boxed milk 

• peanut butter 

• dry pasta 

• pasta sauce 

• canned pasta 

• canned vegetables 

• soup 

• cereal bars 

• Hormel Meals  

• cereal  

• pudding cups 

• fruit cups/canned 
fruit  

• mac & cheese  

• crackers  

• canned meats: tuna 
ham, or chicken  

• breakfast bars  

• juice boxes  

• canned baked beans 

As many of you already know, First Church has a history of         
supporting Special Olympics New Hampshire by volunteering 
at various competition events. Why do we do this? Because 

we help advance the Special Olympics mission to change              
attitudes toward people with disabilities and to transform 

lives through the joy of sport, every day, everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Olympics will host the State Summer Competitions on 
May 22nd from 9 to 3 at Memorial Field in Concord, NH.                     

Tom Irving and I have volunteered to coordinate the mini-
javelin competition at this event and we need volunteers to 
help with the registration and competition. Some volunteers 

will have sit down jobs at registration and others will help with 
the competition. 

The details of how many volunteers will be needed and time of 
day for the mini-javelin completion has yet to be finalized.                 

If you are free that day and can save the date, please contact 
Bill Jones or Tom Irving. We will give you final details as they 

are announced. 
We thank you in advance for helping First Church support              

Special Olympics. 
- Bill & Tom - 

Bill Jones:  wjones0615@comcast.net   603-860-1236 
Tom Irving:  tdirving@myfairpoint.net   603-391-6411 

Special Olympics Needs Our Help 

Interfaith Women of New                   
Hampshire invites you to a special 

program via Zoom! 
AN EVENING OF JOYOUS  

CELEBRATION 
Wednesday, May 11th, 2022  

at 6:45 PM   

‘AN EVENING OF JOYOUS CELEBRATION’ provides poetry and 
music from Muslim, Christian and Jewish traditions in                      
celebrating the joy of being people together in faith. 

An Islamic poem,  “I haven`t come here (world) to settle 
down" by Turkish poet and Sufi mystic, Yunus Emre, in original 

language with English subtitles will open our program.  

From the Christian faith, a musical offering is shared by Adam 
Peithmann, Director of Music Ministry at First Congregational 

Church of Manchester together with the adult choir’s                         
presentation of a Gospel choral sung as a virtual anthem.  

The Jewish presentation will close our program with a Simcha 
(Joy) circle led by Cantor Sarra Spierer of Congregation Beth 

Elohim, Acton, MA. 

We invite you to view these uplifting, faith-based                           
presentations, and stay with us for Zoom discussions  

facilitated by the IWNH Leadership Team.  

TO REGISTER:  email interfaithwomennh@gmail.com. Once 
registered you will receive a Zoom meeting invitation. Check-in 

on 5/11/22 begins at 6:30pm, program begins promptly at 
6:45. For questions, or to learn more about us, call 603-233-

7760, visit our website: interfaithwomennh.org or text Liz             
Verity at 603-494-6785 to learn more about us. 

Our Mission: To share religious beliefs, cultures, and                  
traditions among women of diverse faiths in order to                  

develop understanding and friendship among us and within 
our community. 

Calling all FCC graduating seniors, and 
others pursuing higher education!  

Our church scholarships are available for you 
to apply now.  

• The Senior Scholarship for                    
graduating high school seniors  

• The Beth Jenkins Ernest Scholarship Award for                  
graduating high school young women 

• The William P McGuiness Scholarship Award for                       
graduating high school young men  

• A New Chapter Award for active church members who 
require schooling to pursue a new career  

• The Higher Education Award for students who have                 
graduated from high school who are continuing their                
education (Undergraduate and Post Graduate                  
students) 

Please contact Ellie Stetson for application forms:  
ebstetson@aol.com 

 

All applications are due May 15, 2022. 

mailto:wjones0615@comcast.net
mailto:tdirving@myfairpoint.net
mailto:ebstetson@aol.com


 

 

The deadline for the June Church Window 
Newsletter is Friday, May 20th!  

Please submit your articles & pictures to  
Lauren in the Church Office:  

LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org 

Livestreaming Worship  
Livestreamed services are accessed on Sundays at 10am by 

going to www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester 

  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
Wednesday, May 18th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  5:00 PM UpReach Volunteer Night 
  7:00 PM Chancel Choir 
Thursday, May 19th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Friday, May 20th   
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Saturday, May 21st  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Sunday, May 22nd—New Member Joining Sunday 
  9:00 AM Special Olympics State Summer Competition at                  
  Memorial Field in Concord, NH—See Bill Jones for more info! 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
  1:00 PM Open & Affirming Committee Meeting 
Monday, May 23rd  
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Tuesday, May 24th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
12:00 PM Senior Fellowship Board Spring Luncheon 
 (11:00 AM Social Hour & Lunch Served at Noon) 
  6:30 PM Outreach Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, May 25th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  7:00 PM Sabbath Bells 
Thursday, May 26th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  9:00 AM FCC Memory Garden Planting 
  6:00 PM Senior Pastor Search Committee Meeting 
Friday, May 27th  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Saturday, May 28th  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Sunday, May 29th 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
Monday, May 30th 
  Church Office Closed for Memorial Day Holiday  
Tuesday, May 31st 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 

This month at FCC  
Activities, dates and times are subject to change. Please refer to the printed calendars by the office or go to 

www.fccmanchesternh.org 

M AY  

Sunday, May 1st 
10:00 AM Worship Service 
11:00 AM Chapel Communion Service 
11:15 AM New Member Orientation following Worship Service 
  3:00 PM Hillsborough Association Annual Meeting on Zoom 
Monday, May 2nd  
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Congregational Conversation  
  6:00 PM Deacons’ Board Meeting  
Tuesday, May 3rd 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
  6:30 PM Membership Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, May 4th  
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  7:00 PM Sabbath Bells 
Thursday, May 5th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  5:00 PM Women’ Connection “You’re Fired” Pottery Studio  
  Outing—Bedford, NH 
Friday, May 6th  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Saturday, May 7th  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Sunday, May 8th—Mother’s Day Blanket Sunday 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
Monday, May 9th  
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Tuesday, May 10th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
  6:00 PM Church Council Meeting 
Wednesday, May 11th  
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:45 PM Interfaith Women of New Hampshire Zoom Event:  
  “An Evening of Joyous Celebration” 
  7:00 PM Sabbath Bells 
Thursday, May 12th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:00 PM Senior Pastor Search Committee Meeting 
  7:00 PM Congregational Conversation (Zoom) 
Friday, May 13th 
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Saturday, May 14th  
  No Church Activities Scheduled  
Sunday, May 15th 
10:00 AM Worship Service  
12:00 PM Walk Against Hunger Event at Veteran’s Park 
Monday, May 16th 
  9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:30 PM Church Trustees’ Meeting 
Tuesday, May 17th 



 

 

Time Dated Mater ia l  -   

 

P lease Del iver  Immediate ly!  

First Congregational Church  

508 Union Street 
Manchester, NH  03104-4890 

Non-Profit Organ. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Manchester, NH 
Permit No. 6230 

 

Rev. Carolyn Keilig 
Interim Senior Pastor 

Rev. Barbara Papagian 
Associate Pastor 

The May 2022 
Church Window 

 

Our monthly newsletter  

(603) 625-5093 (with voice mail) 
(603) 622-1511 

www.fccmanchesternh.org 

www.facebook.com/FCCManchester 
Stay current by visiting FCC online at www.fccmanchesternh.org 

The Church Office is open M—F from 
9AM to 3PM. If you are  planning to 

stop by please give us a call to be sure 
we are here to welcome you.  

The office number is 603-625-5093. 
Please note that we close the office on 

major holidays. 

 
 

 

Sunday  
Worship 

 

10:00 AM 

Friday Link Submissions  
Needed! 

We are looking for your stories, photos, favorite 
poems, appropriate jokes, favorite Bible                        

passages, book recs., etc.! Please consider                  
contributing to our Friday Link online newsletter. 

You can remain anonymous, too, if you’d like. 
Email submissions to  

BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
https://fccmanchesternh.org

