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Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti! 
 
This is the greeting that Greek Orthodox 
people use during their Easter Eve and 
Easter Day services. One person says, 
"Christos Anesti" meaning "Christ is risen", 
and the other person says, "Alithos 
Anesti", which means "truly, he is risen". 
  
How wonderful it is to be able to rejoice 
after the solemn weeks of Lent.  
  
Jesus endured a lot of pain and suffering 
for us. Now it is up to us to live his 
teachings, always thanking God for 
sacrificing his son so that we will be 

forgiven for our shortfalls. We are not perfect and we are always going to do things we are not proud of. 
Yes, we ask for forgiveness and we are forgiven, but let's try to have to ask for forgiveness less and less. 
Let's try to think of the hurt we may be causing others in gossiping, rudeness, and lying. How much 
easier it would be to be kind and loving in the first place and not have to go through the process of feeling 
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guilty and badly because of what we said or did, and having to ask for forgiveness. Forgiveness is always 
there for us and in turn may we be forgiving of others. 
  
Christos Anesti! Alithos Anesti! Jesus rose and we thank God for the gift of His risen son. 
  
-Rev. Barbara Papagian- 
  
"Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead..." (2Timothy 2:8) 

 

  

  

 

  

An Update from the Church Council on Worship Services 
and Fellowship regarding Covid 19 mitigation protocols at 
First Congregational Church 

 
It has been over two years since the pandemic first impacted our state 
and our beloved First Congregational Church, and Covid 19 continues to 
affect our lives in its various mutations. While staff and church leadership 
will continue paying attention to the current infection rates and Covid-
related hospitalizations, we (cautiously) are pleased to lift the last 
remaining Covid 19 mitigation protocols in our building. This means that 
masking in worship is now optional and the “X” marks that have indicated 
safe social distancing have been removed.  
 
During Council’s thoughtful discussion on Tuesday, April 12, we 

recognized that not everyone will be comfortable with social distancing protocols lifted. Some of our 
members and friends who would like to be part of in-person worship but have health issues that put them 
or a loved one at a higher risk if they are infected by Covid, may wish to find a pew apart from others. Be 
aware that if you see someone masked and off by themselves, it may be due to health safety reasons; 
please check with them before sitting in close proximity. Conversely, if you need to protect your own 
health, feel free to move to another pew to maintain necessary social distancing. For all of us, our 
livestreaming worship option is always available on Sunday morning. 
 
The return of Fellowship Time after worship was also discussed, and right now it is not Covid that is 
keeping it from starting up after Easter. Like any program we offer, prep time is needed. Many thanks to 
the dedicated choir members who spent hours cleaning the kitchen to prepare for the Palm Sunday 
breakfast. But, other areas of the kitchen need to be double checked, sign ups and the coordination of 
who will be providing coffee, drinks and snacks will need to be organized, and a small list of other 
volunteer efforts is on the short horizon. This effort has now started so stay tuned for news of when we 
will return to our after-worship fellowship time. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Ordinary People  
By John Rowe 

  
For close to 60 years I have been researching my family 
history. I now have a family tree with over 11,000 names 
including Kathy and our in-laws. This column will describe 
some of the people in that tree. Although, there are a few 
kings and celebrities, I prefer to write about the ordinary 
folks. First, because most people have royalty somewhere 
in their tree – Edward III of England is my 17th great 
grandfather, but we all have over a million 17th great 
grandfathers. Second, because ordinary people can be 
most interesting. I invite you to send me stories of your 
ancestors as well (johnmwr@hotmail.com). One thing I 
have learned is that we are all one big family and that we 
all have worth. 

  
Ashbel Spaulding (1763-1838) 
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At 17, my 4th great-grandfather joined the Massachusetts militia to guard against an attack from British 
forces occupying Newport, Rhode Island. After the war, he married Abiel Parker (I am not making these 
names up) and they moved to Ludlow, VT. There he was the first settler in an area of town called North 
Hill. It could not have been an easy life. Assuming he was like most of the first settlers of Vermont, he 
would have started by clearing land, building a house with the logs and planting a garden. He would 
continue to clear the land, using the wood to heat the home and to make potash, an essential ingredient 
in the soap used to prepare wool for weaving and a critical element of Vermont’s first economy. Later, he 
quite likely raised sheep for that wool. Perhaps to please Abiel, he brought a lilac tree which became the 
ancestor of all the lilac trees in Ludlow for at least a century and a half. 
 
Watch for the next installment of Ordinary People in the May 6th edition of the Friday Link! 

 

 

  

Palm Sunday Breakfast! 

Sunday, April 10th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Join us for Trivia With Pip 
Adams! 

 

This week's Questions 

 
1. When I put on clothes, I take off 
clothes. What am I? 
 
2. What has arms and legs but no head? 
 
3. What cannot be burned in fire, nor 

drowned in water? 
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Answers from Last Edition of Trivia with Pip. . . 
 
1. On average, what is the thing that Americans do 22 times a day? . . . Open the fridge  
 
2. What is it illegal to eat with cherry pie in Kansas? . . . Ice Cream 
 
3. A crossbreed between a donkey and a zebra is known as? . . . Zonkey 

 

  

  

*A special New Hampshire trivia question submitted by Dick Jarvis*: 
 
We thank Dick for submitting his trivia! 
 
Answers from last edition... 
 
What New Hampshire towns have three letters? . . . Bow, Lee, and Rye  

 

  

  

 

 

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK EVENTS AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

 

Between the dual joys of Palm Sunday and Easter, we marked the betrayal, denial, 
and death of Jesus Christ with our Maundy Thursday service of worship. Following 

worship, all are invited to spend one hour in prayer and meditation at home any 
time Maundy Thursday evening or on Good Friday or in the Sanctuary 9AM-Noon 

on Good Friday.   
 

Friday, April 15th · Good Friday 

Gethsemane Watch  
Sanctuary open for prayer and meditation 9:00 AM-Noon 

   
Good Friday Cross Walk: The Deerfield Community Church, UCC (15 Church Street, 
Deerfield, NH 03037-0420) invites us to join them in their Good Friday Cross Walk – 

an outdoor worship experience of prayerful walking and listening to a series of 
meditations; 7:00 PM 

 

April 17th · Easter Sunday 
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Joyous Celebration of the Resurrection at 10:00 AM 

Special music- Chancel Choir, Sabbath Bells, Brass and Timpani 
Scripture Lessons Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 24:1-12 

Sermon “Shattered Expectations” 
 

  

  

Upcoming Membership Event at FCC!  
 

Sunday, May 1st—New Member 
Orientation following Worship Service 

 
Orientation will take place following the Sunday 
Worship Service at FCC. We encourage you to 
reach out to Ellie Stetson at ebstetson@aol.com or 
anyone on the Membership Team for more 
information.  
 
Save the date: New Member Joining Sunday is May 15th. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATIONS 

Reconnecting with One Another 

 
Surely as the first crocuses are showing up in yards across New 
Hampshire, many of us are returning to First Church for in-person 
worship while also looking to reconnect with others in our wider 
church life.  
 
After meeting with the CL21 team, Rev. Carolyn realized a time of 
reflection and renewal would be useful for many of us as we note both 
the losses and the gains we have experienced over the last two years 
and how they have impacted our longer view of our life together. Revs. 

Carolyn and Barbara, along with John Rowe and Ellie Stetson, will be leading the Conversations and 
invite you to sign up for one: 
 

• Sunday, April 24th, 11:30-12:30 pm in-person 

• Thursday, April 28th, 10:00-11:00 am in-person 

• Monday, May 2nd, 10:00-11:00 am in-person 

• Thursday, May 12th, 7:00 pm-8:00 pm via zoom 
 
You may call the church office (603-625-5093) or sign up on the Church Office Window. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Volunteer to help with the Spring Memory 
Garden Clean up!  
 
On Thursday, April 21st we are looking for 
volunteers from 9am-noon to help tidy up the 
Memory Garden and mulch before spring planting 
happens in May.  
 
With enough volunteers we can complete all of the 
church grounds on that date too. Hope you can come 
along for all of the time that day or just an hour or 
so. Contact Liz Verity : 603-494-6785 or email liz-
v@comcast.net with any questions. 
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DONATIONS NEEDED! 
 

Once again the Outreach Committee is asking for donations 
for the schools.  
 
Bakersville School is in need of sneakers - kids have a habit of outgrowing 
and outwearing the ones they have. They can also use sweatshirts and 
sweatpants. The Outreach Committee will purchase whatever doesn't get 

donated, but your donations enable us to do so much more. We are also providing Market Basket gift 
cards for families with food emergencies. There is so much that needs to be done; thank you for your 
support! 
 
There is a sign-up sheet on the church office window.  
 
Leave your donated items at church when you attend services on Sunday morning or leave them with the 
church office during the week (9am to 3pm).  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Calling all graduating seniors, and others 
pursuing higher education!  
 
Our church scholarships are available for you to apply now.  
 

• The Senior Scholarship for graduating high 
school seniors  

 

• The Beth Jenkins Ernest Scholarship Award 
for graduating high school young women 

 

• The William P McGuiness Scholarship Award for graduating high school young men  
 

• A New Chapter Award for active church members who require schooling to pursue a 
new career  

 

• The Higher Education Award for students who have graduated from high school who 
are continuing their education (Undergraduate and Post Graduate students) 

 
Please contact Ellie Stetson for application forms: ebstetson@aol.com 
 
All applications are due May 15, 2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

The Meal Train would like to "THANK" all those who have 
contributed soup, cookies, muffins, and small 
meals. Your generosity has been overwhelming and 
allowed us to put many smiles on people's faces! 

 

It takes many of your donations to fill a bag. This month we even had Easter candy donated to 
make the bags festive! The recipients are so appreciative of all of your efforts!   
 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! The Meal Train 
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Interfaith Women of New Hampshire invites you to a 
special program via Zoom: 
 

AN EVENING OF JOYOUS CELEBRATION! 
 

Wednesday, May 11th, 2022 at 6:45 pm.  
‘AN EVENING OF JOYOUS CELEBRATION’ provides poetry and 
music from Muslim, Christian and Jewish traditions in celebrating 
the joy of being people together faith. 
 

• An Islamic poem, “I haven`t come here 
(world) to settle down" by Turkish poet and 
Sufi mystic, Yunus Emre, in original language 
with English subtitles will open our program.  

 

• From the Christian faith, a musical offering is 
shared by Adam Peithmann, Director of Music Ministry at First Congregational 
Church of Manchester together with the adult choir’s presentation of a Gospel 
choral sung as a virtual anthem.  

 

• The Jewish presentation will close our program with a Simcha (Joy) circle led by 
Cantor Sarra Spierer of Congregation Beth Elohim, Acton, MA. 

  
We invite you to view these uplifting, faith-based presentations, and stay with us for Zoom discussions 
facilitated by the IWNH Leadership Team. 
  
TO REGISTER: email interfaithwomennh@gmail.com.  Once registered you will receive a Zoom meeting 
invitation. Check-in on 5/11/22 begins at 6:30 pm, program begins promptly at 6:45 pm. For questions, or 
to learn more about us, call 603-233-7760, visit our website: interfaithwomennh.org or text Liz Verity at 
603-494-6785 to learn more about us. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

UPREACH VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES RETURN! 
 
Volunteers from our church have partnered with the 
UpReach Therapeutic Riding Center in Goffstown 
to provide a meal during the 7-week Resilience 
Reins program they provide for kids “considered at 
risk “. We are now once more able to be a part of 
this wonderful program on *Wednesday, May 18th 
and June 15th @ 5pm*.  
 
If you would like to help by providing food or 
serving please contact Liz Verity (liz-
v@comcast.net or 603-623-7461) OR Peggy 
Neveu (frannys1@aol.com or 603-483-8388) or 
sign up on the office window. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Women's Connection Zoom Bingo on Thursday, April 
7th was a great time had by all! 

 
Who was the winner of the special crown this time?...  

Find out in the May edition of the Church Window Newsletter! 
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Mother’s Day Blanket 
Sunday - May 8th, 2022 

 
68,760 blankets helped people 
worldwide in 2021, and we 
donated 68. This year Church 
World Service was immediately 
on the ground in Moldova, helping 
Ukrainian refugees. A press 

release states, “The situation in Ukraine and neighboring countries is unstable and continues to change. 
CWS is committed to help ensure that Ukrainians who have been forced to flee from their homes have a 
safe, comfortable and dignified place to stay.” 
 
The Outreach Committee invites you share the warmth this Mother’s Day. We are sponsoring a 
Church World Service Blankets Sunday on Mother’s Day, May 8th, and a Tools of Hope Sunday on 
Father's Day, June 19th. CWS suggests a $10 donation or more per blanket. We ask you to honor your 
mother or special friend with a donation in her name and receive a gift card to send her on Mother’s Day. 
For cards or donations you can find members of the Outreach Committee in the hall behind the Chancel 
after the service April 24th and May 1st or by calling JoAnn Ward at 603-668-3485. Donations in honor of 
and in memory of mothers will be printed in the Mother’s Day Sunday News. Offering envelopes will soon 
be in the pews through Mother’s Day for donations of any amount if no card is desired. Please write 
whom you wish to honor or remember on the envelope as well. 
 
Take Note! Although the Father’s Day cards will be available the two Sundays before Father’s Day, they 
are also available now, for those who want to “shop” once! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

*Young Athletes Program Photos!* 
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Once again FCC is proud to be a 
sponsor for the Queen City Festival on June 

18th 12 - 6pm. 

We have a great time sharing our FCC Spirit with the 
community. 

Look for a volunteer sign up sheet on the office 
window in May or get in touch with Karen Hawver or 

Jeanine Finefrock. 

Karen Hawver: khawver@gmail.com & Jeanine 
Finefrock: cjfinefrock@comcast.net 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Our own Pat Long is in the news again because he is receiving the 
2022 Jack Lightfoot Voice for Children Award at the Waypoint 
Conference, "Face of Change: The New Age of Child Advocacy" in 
June! 
 

Read all about it in the Manchester Ink Link! CLICK HERE 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Sokhom is currently with his family in Cambodia. He is doing well, says hello and 
sends us these pictures to enjoy! 

 

mailto:khawver@gmail.com
mailto:cjfinefrock@comcast.net
https://manchesterinklink.com/waypoint-to-honor-3-state-reps-for-dedication-to-child-advocacy/?fbclid=IwAR1Vzh5pv_YGpG1onECco5-TJq_EQ5mQXmpNio1XGWqxrdZ9niamSdrO9KQ
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Sokhom posing beside a 
mango tree 

 

 

A banana tree near his home 
 

 

A bee swarm in the tree 
 

  

  

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*  
 
Please send a *cheerful hello* message to Carl and Rosie Ekdahl. 
 
Carlton & Rosemary Ekdahl 
55 Portsmouth Avenue 
Manchester, NH 03109 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

News and Events at First 
Congregational Church 

 

Announcements by  

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

 
 

*This Week's Happenings* 

 

• Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Easter Worship at 10:00 am this Sunday, April 17th, 
2022. Her sermon is titled, "Shattered Expectations" and Lisa Allen will be the 
Scripture Reader. 

 

• The First Congregational Church Sanctuary is open today from 9:00 am until 12:00 
pm on this Good Friday for the Gethsemane Watch. All are welcome to come hold 
vigil with us this morning.  

 

• The Deerfield Community Church (15 Church Street in Deerfield, NH) invites you to 
their annual "Cross Walk" event this evening at 7:00 pm. It is an outdoor worship 
experience of prayerful walking and listening to a series of meditations. 
Participants have the opportunity to take a turn carrying the cross on the walk 
from the Deerfield Community Church to Meetinghouse Hill in Deerfield. 

 

• The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday 
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich.  
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• The Church Trustees will meet on Monday, April 18th at 6:30 pm. There will be a 
Coordinator's Meeting on Tuesday, April 19th at 7:00 pm (on Zoom). The Open and 
Affirming Committee will meet on Sunday, April 24th at 1:00 pm. The Outreach 
Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 26th at 6:30 pm. The Church Deacons will 
meet on Monday, May 2nd at 6:00 pm. The Membership Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, May 3rd at 6:30 pm. ***Please contact Committee Chairs to confirm the 
location of your upcoming meeting, in-person OR on Zoom. 

 

• Rev. Barbara Papagian will lead Worship at 10:00 am next Sunday, April 24th. 
Craig Finefrock will be the Scripture Reader and the Sacrament of Communion will 
be offered during Worship. Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Worship Service the 
following Sunday, May 1st at 10:00 am, and Peter Perich will be the Scripture 
Reader. There will be a Communion Service in the Chapel following Worship. 

 
 

*Future and Ongoing Happenings* 

 

• Upcoming Membership Events! Sunday, May 1st: New Member Orientation event 
following worship & Sunday, May 15th: New Member Joining event during 
worship. 

 

• The Hillsborough Association Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 1st at 
3:00 pm. 

 

• The Annual Walk Against Hunger is Sunday May 15th, 2022!  FCC will meet at 
Veteran's Park after church and the walk starts at noontime. A map of the 5K walk 
is posted on the website (click here). The registration fee is $10 to walk or $20 to 
walk and receive a T-Shirt. Because the Outreach Committee has donated $1,000 
to the cause, we were given a promo code to walk and get a T-shirt for free if you 
cannot afford to donate but still want to walk. The promo code is 
FCCREG+SHIRT. CLICK HERE to register for walking or to sponsor the FCC team 
with a donation.  

 

• Save the date! May 22nd - Special Olympics Needs Our Help: As many of you 
already know, First Church has a history of supporting Special Olympics New 
Hampshire by volunteering at various competition events. Why do we do this? 
Because we help advance the Special Olympics mission to change attitudes 
toward people with disabilities and to transform lives through the joy of sport, 
every day, everywhere. Special Olympics will host the State Summer Competitions 
on *May 22nd from 9 to 3* at Memorial Field in Concord, NH. Tom Irving and I 
have volunteered to coordinate the mini-javelin competition at this event and we 
need volunteers to help with the registration and competition. Some volunteers 
will have sit down jobs at registration and others will help with the competition. 
The details of how many volunteers will be needed and time of day for the mini-
javelin completion has yet to be finalized. If you are free that day and can save the 
date, please contact Bill Jones (wjones0615@comcast.net 603-860-1236) or Tom 
Irving (tdirving@myfairpoint.net 603-391-6411). We will give you final details as 
they are announced. - Bill Jones & Tom Irving - 

 

• The Senior Fellowship Spring Luncheon is set for Tuesday, May 24th at the 
Puritan Conference Center. Watch for your invitation coming in the mail soon. 

 

• The Women's Connection 10th Annual Mystery Ride is set for Saturday, June 11th! 
- Save the date! 

 

• *Audio Committee Announcement* The Audio Committee is looking for an 
additional volunteer to record services on Sunday mornings. It is a very easy job 
that can be taught to the person in a matter of a couple of minutes. The person 
would record up to twice a month. Thank you in advance! Please email Peter 
Perich if interested at PPerich@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• Friday Link Submissions Needed! We are looking for your stories, photos, favorite 
poems, appropriate jokes, favorite Bible passages, book recommendations, etc.! 

https://support.fitnh.org/event/2022-walk-against-hunger/e334034
https://support.fitnh.org/event/2022-walk-against-hunger/e334034
mailto:wjones0615@comcast.net
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mailto:pperich@fccmanchesternh.org
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Please consider contributing to this publication. You can remain anonymous, too, 
if you'd like. Email submissions to Rev. Barbara at 
BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• The Instant Church Picture Directory (online directory) is available to our church 
members and friends! If you have not created an account yet just visit 
https://members.InstantChurchDirectory.com to sign up. You must use the same 
email address you gave to the church when you go to create your unique login & 
password. 

 
Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 
"And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even 

death on a cross." Philippians 2:8 
 

 

  

  

  

 
 

 

First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street, Manchester, N.H. 03104 

Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 

Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org  
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