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FCC Friday Link 

 

 

 

Published Friday, April 1, 2022 
 

Weekly Inspirational Words 
Love cures people - both the ones who give it and the ones who receive it.  

-Karl A. Menninger- 
 

  

  

Sunday, April 10th is Palm Sunday. It is the day of Jesus' triumphant 
entrance into Jerusalem where he will be beaten, and will die on the 
cross so that we can all be forgiven of our sins. 
 
During this ride on a humble donkey, people were shouting and 
waving palm branches. It was a celebratory experience. They did not 
know that this was not going to end well. Jesus knew what was going 
to happen and because of his deep love for God and for humanity, he 
succumbed. 
 
Holy Week, which begins Sunday, April 10th, and ends Saturday, 
April 16th is a sad week. It is a time of remembering Jesus' 
sufferings. How can we not be grateful for what Jesus endured for 

us? We know there is a happy ending, but in order to get to the light we must go through the darkness. I 
hope that you will all share in the Gethsemane Vigil that Reverend Carolyn has provided for us. Let it 
draw you in to the overwhelming story of Jesus' last few days. 
 

 
 

 

 

http://fccmanchesternh.org/
http://fccmanchesternh.org/
https://fccmanchesternh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Vigil-Handout.pdf
http://fccmanchesternh.org/
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We thank God for sacrificing His son so that we might live, and we thank Jesus for the life teachings that 
he imparted to us. 
Blessings to you all. 
 
-Rev. Barbara Papagian- 
 
"A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his 
enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act." - Mahatma Gandhi 

 

  

  

 

  

Ordinary People  
By John Rowe 

  
For close to 60 years I have been researching my family 
history. I now have a family tree with over 11,000 names 
including Kathy and our in-laws. This column will describe 
some of the people in that tree. Although, there are a few 
kings and celebrities, I prefer to write about the ordinary 
folks. First, because most people have royalty somewhere 
in their tree – Edward III of England is my 17th great 
grandfather, but we all have over a million 17th great 
grandfathers. Second, because ordinary people can be 
most interesting. I invite you to send me stories of your 
ancestors as well (johnmwr@hotmail.com). One thing I 
have learned is that we are all one big family and that we 
all have worth. 

  
Hyland Snell (1836-1904) 
Hyland Snell, my great-great grandfather grew up in my hometown of Ludlow, VT. When Lincoln called 
for volunteers, he enlisted in the Army of the Potomac. He was engaged in most of the battles that army 
fought including Bull Run, the Peninsula Campaign, Antietam and Fredericksburg. He was wounded 
during the battle of Chancellorsville and spent the rest of his enlistment as an ambulance driver. One 
day a rebel sniper was shooting at the company and the captain asked him to take care of it. He waited 
until the sniper fired again and aimed for the puff of smoke. The sniper fell into a flower bed and Hyland 
exclaimed, “There! Pick ye a bouquet!” He said that he was never taken prisoner, but “had the offer of it” 
several times. After the war, although active in veterans’ events he would tell the young men of Ludlow, 
“War is a terrible thing. Let’s hope we don’t have another.” 
 
Watch for the next installment of Ordinary People in the April 15th edition of the Friday Link! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

SEND US PHOTOS OF YOUR SPRING GARDENS! 
 
We invite you to send us pictures of your spring gardens or spring travels or any photos you 
would like to share. Spring is finally here - let's celebrate! 
 
Email submissions to Rev. Barbara Papagian at BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org 

 

mailto:johnmwr@hotmail.com
mailto:bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
mailto:bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
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"Came the Spring with all its splendor. All its birds and blossoms. All its flowers and leaves and 
grasses." - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

 

 

 

 

"No matter how long the winter... spring is sure to follow." - English Proverb 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very special thank you for the photos featured above to: Sam and Ruth Knowles, Susan Wilkes 
and to an anonymous photo contributor too!  
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Join us for Trivia With Pip 
Adams! 

 

This week's Questions 

 
1. On average, what is the thing that 
Americans do 22 times a day? 
 
2. What is it illegal to eat with cherry pie 
in Kansas? 
 

3. A crossbreed between a donkey and a zebra is known as?  
 

Answers from Last Edition of Trivia with Pip. . . 
 
1. What animal cannot stick out its tongue? . . . A Crocodile  
 
2. A kangaroo can't hop if what? . . . If something lifts its tail off the ground 
 
3. On Sunday, what is it illegal to sell in Columbus, Ohio? . . . Cornflakes 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

*A special New Hampshire trivia question submitted by Dick Jarvis*: 
 
What New Hampshire towns have three letters? 
 
Answers from last edition... 
 
What New Hampshire towns have fourteen letters? . . . Moultonborough and Northumberland 

 

  

  

FCC Open and Affirming News! 
 
Rev. Carlos Jauhola-Straight was installed as pastor and teacher at 
First Congregational Church of Pelham on February 27th, 2022.  
 
He has been a friend of FCC, helping us work toward becoming a beloved 
faith community through his preaching, hosting forums and study sessions 
for our congregation. He also served as a wise and faithful shepherd for the 
Open and Affirming Committee during the Discernment Process. 
Congratulations to Carlos!  

 
 

 

 

 

Last Sunday’s Zoom Conversation with Cara Meredith was 
well attended by FCC members, friends, and community 
members.  
 
Cara invited us into her personal journey toward deeper understanding of 
race, racial justice, and her Christian belief that we are all children of God. 
She shared her experiences as a white woman married to a black man and 
parent of two mixed race boys. She encouraged us on our own journeys and 
talked about how she enters into difficult conversations and situations by 
listening, learning, and doing.  
 
The program covered a wide range of topics and addressed participants’ 
questions. We were also blessed to have James McKim in attendance. James 
serves as president of the local branch of the NAACP and is also Chair of the Episcopal Church’s 
National Executive Council on Anti-Racism and Reconciliation. Adam Peithmann commented, “He 
offered great wisdom, experience, and insight.”  
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And Elizabeth Blood shared, “Cara spoke beautifully and shared her experiences with such honesty. All 
of us appreciated her thoughtfulness and graciousness in helping us to engage in conversations about 
race, racial justice, healing, faith, and love. We look forward to continuing those conversations at FCC.” 

 

  

  

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Next Sunday, April 10th at 8:00 am 
 
The Palm Sunday Breakfast is back! Come and 
enjoy a wonderful breakfast prepared by the Chancel 
Choir. The menu items will be: pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, coffee, and orange juice. The cost is $5 per 
person with a maximum of $20 per family.  
 
We will serve between 8 am and 9:30ish am 
on Sunday, April 10th before the Palm Sunday 
service. We will have seating in the dining room and 
potentially in the basement recreational room in 
order to accommodate distancing. Lastly, we will 
have a signup sheet for this event on the office window. You do not need to signup in order to 
attend! The signup sheet is simply to help gauge how many people may be attending so that we can 
prepare appropriately. We hope to see you all on Palm Sunday before worship for the return of this 
annual treat and fellowship time!   

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

CYM is Celebrating the Lenten 
Season! 
 
**Families! Church School will be meeting 
on April 3rd and April 10th in the Rec 
Room! We will be making crafts to share 
with the congregation on Palm Sunday!** 
 
On Sunday, April 3rd, CYM will be celebrating 
the Lenten Season by assembling 'lilies' made 
with the congregation's handprints! CYM will 
have a small table set up in the hallway 
outside of the sanctuary with paper and 
pencils for the congregation to come and trace their hands. These handprints from our church members 
will be used to make an Easter Lily craft by the FCC youth that will be handed out to the congregation 
on Palm Sunday.   
 
These lilies will be made with the 'palms' of our congregation and when you receive one, you can bring 
that palm lily home and say a prayer for whomever it was that made that palm possible. It's a wonderful 
way for our youth to connect with the congregation as well as the congregation connecting and praying 
for one another.   
 
If you will not be at church in person, we will be sure to leave the paper and pencils on the table in the 
hallway outside of the sanctuary through April 3rd so if you stop in at the church, you can trace your 
hands! 
 
Hosanna in the Highest! 
 
-Kelda M. York, Children's Ministry Coordinator- 
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NEEDED - Cookies for April Meal Train Outreach!  
 

The Meal Train’s cupboards are almost bare of cookies!  
 
Cookies can be brought to FCC and put in the freezer downstairs. Please let Lauren know you 
contributed to this outreach of FCC. Thank You very much! - The Meal Train 

 

 

 

  

  

The Trustee Trumpet 
A Briefing on What’s New from the Trustees 

 
As Trustees, we are entrusted with the charge of making thoughtful decisions 
pertaining to our Church’s assets. We would like to share the news on two 
improvements to our church home. 
 
Many of us have that special connection when we sit in the pews, appreciating 
the colorful stained glass windows, praying out loud and in silence, singing and 
listening to some of our favorite hymns. It is where we worship and for some it is 
where we feel closest to our Lord and Savior.  
 
Thanks to the hard work of many, our Church sanctuary received a much needed lighting upgrade on 
our beautiful historic pendant lights from traditional incandescent lamps to LED. Additionally, the lighting 
control system which no longer was serviceable due to end of life components was finally replaced with 
a new, modern system. The energy savings from these important upgrades will have a positive impact 
to our operational budget.  
 
Many Thanks to Peter Perich and the Church staff for all their assistance in the search process for the 
right lighting contractor and managing this project while the church remained closed during COVID. 
 
Another asset is people.  In years past we have invested in many improvements to our church home to 
ensure the safety for our members, staff and visitors. Maintaining the church grounds have become 
increasingly challenging due to unfortunate circumstances affecting a certain population in the city, 
specifically those facing homelessness and drug addiction.  
 
While we want to maintain a welcoming environment for all, safety remains of utmost concern for our 
staff. Through prayerful consideration of many alternatives and with guidance from the Manchester 
Police and Fire Departments, we have made the decision to work with a fence company to install some 
additional gates for the rear, exterior handicap ramp and for the casket door, located to the right of the 
exterior church office door.  
 
We anticipate the design to be as tasteful, however keeping in mind that the purpose is for added 
protection and safety. We hope to have this project completed by the summer. 
As we are welcoming the season of Spring into our lives and looking forward to the celebration of 
Easter, we are thrilled to see everyone again as we gather in our beautiful sanctuary for in person 
Sunday services. Enjoy and appreciate the longer day light hours outside as well as the brightness in 
our Sanctuary! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Memory Garden Update! 
By Liz Verity 
 
On February 24th, Collins Tree service came and removed the old 
tree which hung over both the pavement on Union Street and the 
walkway to the Chapel. Collins will soon be back to grind the 
stump and complete the job, (that may be done by the time you 
are reading this). Removing the tree has really opened up the 
space, and with the help of generous donations to the Memory 
Garden Fund, we will plant a smaller but beautiful tree in place of 
the old one along with other new plantings for the area. 
  
THE SQUIRREL STORY...There were two squirrel nests in the tree that had to be removed. One 
of the workers from Collins thought he could hear babies in the nests. He told me his co-workers 
know him well, as he is a great animal lover, and they humor him by saving the nests they 
encounter. They very carefully handed them down to workers on the ground, and put them at the 
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side of the church building. It was a sight of caring to watch! I was informed that the squirrel 
mom would build them a new nest, and when complete would move them to their new home! 
(See photos below) 

 

 

The squirrel nests high in the 
tree. 

 

 

Caring arms ready to help the 
nests to the ground. 

 

 

Temporary squirrel housing! 
 

It is our hope that by the end of May the garden’s new look will be completed. It continues to be a 
special place, where we invite people to enjoy a peaceful time of memories and a chance to behold 
God’s gifts of nature. 
 
To honor those whose memory you treasure with a monetary donation, you can send a check to First 
Congregational Church, with the “Memory Garden fund” in the memo line. Should you wish to honor a 
loved one by your donation, please specify their name which will then be recorded in the Memory Book. 

 

  

  

Holly Berry Fair - Before and After Shelving Update! 
 
With some of the fair money, a heavy duty shelf was recently purchased and installed by Leo 
LeBlanc. This is used to organize the supplies for future projects. We are looking forward to 
starting up the craft workshops - stay tuned for workshop updates coming soon! 
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BEFORE... 
 

 

AND AFTER! 
 

  

  

The April Women’s Connection Event Announced... 
 

*ZOOM BINGO* on Thursday, April 7th at 6:30 PM! 
 
We always have a great time when we play Zoom BINGO! 
Email Pam (blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise (beau.de@comcast.net) 
to let them know you want to play and they will make sure you have 
the bingo card. When it is closer to the date you will be sent the Zoom 
link. The past few times we have played we have had a lot of fun! 
There is no limit on the number of ladies.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

First Congregational Church Cookbooks! 
*TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE* 

 
Now when you purchase the FCC Cookbook for $12.50, 
you’ll  
receive a “sample” cookbook as well! Sample books were 
given to the Cookbook Committee during the planning 
stages to help them decide what style of cookbook to use.  
 
Hurry, we only have a few FCC cookbooks left in stock - get 
your two-for-the-price-of-one!  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:blanclp@comcast.net
mailto:beau.de@comcast.net
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UPCOMING HOLY WEEK EVENTS AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

 

Between the dual joys of Palm Sunday and Easter, we mark the betrayal, denial, 
and death of Jesus Christ with our 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday service of worship. 

This is the day the Church traditionally remembers Jesus’ last supper with his 
disciples and so we will observe the sacrament of communion, followed by a 

service of Tenebrae, a tradition that dates back to the fourth century. The events 
marking the last days of Jesus’ life on earth are shrouded in darkness and the 

word ‘tenebrae’ means ‘darkness’ or ‘shadows.’ As the story of Jesus last hours 
are recalled candles are extinguished to signify the gathering forces of evil and the 
approach of Jesus’ death. Following worship, all are invited to spend one hour in 
prayer and meditation at home any time Maundy Thursday evening or on Good 

Friday or in the Sanctuary 9AM-Noon on Good Friday.   
 

April 10th · Palm/Passion Sunday  
Palm Sunday Breakfast- 8:00-9:30 AM 

Worship - 10:00 AM 

                    

Thursday, April 14th · Maundy Thursday Worship 7:00 PM 

Sacrament of Communion 

Service of Tenebrae 

Gethsemane Watch vigil begins 

 

Friday, April 15th · Good Friday 

Gethsemane Watch  
Sanctuary open for prayer and meditation 9:00 AM-Noon 

   
Good Friday Cross Walk: The Deerfield Community Church, UCC (15 Church 

Street, Deerfield, NH 03037-0420) invites us to join them in their Good Friday Cross 
Walk – an outdoor worship experience of prayerful walking and listening to a 

series of meditations; 7:00 PM 

 

April 17th · Easter Sunday 

Joyous Celebration of the Resurrection at 10:00 AM 

Special music- Chancel Choir, Sabbath Bells, Brass and Timpani 
Scripture Lessons Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 24:1-12 

Sermon “Shattered Expectations” 
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CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATIONS 

Reconnecting with One Another 

 
Surely as the first crocuses are showing up in yards across New 
Hampshire, many of us are returning to First Church for in-
person worship while also looking to reconnect with others in 
our wider church life.  
 
After meeting with the CL21 team, Rev Carolyn realized a time of 
reflection and renewal would be useful for many of us as we note both 
the losses and the gains we have experienced over the last two years 
and how they have impacted our longer view of our life together. Revs. 

Carolyn and Barbara, along with John Rowe and Ellie Stetson, will be leading the Conversations and 
invite you to sign up for one: 
 

• Sunday, April 24th, 11:30-12:30 pm in-person 

• Thursday, April 28th, 10:00-11:00 am in-person 

• Monday, May 2nd, 10:00-11:00 am in-person 

• Thursday, May 12th, 7:00 pm-8:00 pm via zoom 
 
You may call the church office (603-625-5093) or sign up on the Church Office Window. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Calling all graduating seniors, and others 
pursuing higher education!  
 
Our church scholarships are available for you to apply now.  
 

• The Senior Scholarship for graduating high 
school seniors  

 

• The Beth Jenkins Ernest Scholarship 
Award for graduating high school young 
women 

 

• The William P McGuiness Scholarship Award for graduating high school young men  
 

• A New Chapter Award for active church members who require schooling to pursue a 
new career  

 

• The Higher Education Award for students who have graduated from high school who 
are continuing their education (Undergraduate and Post Graduate students) 

 
Please contact Ellie Stetson for application forms: ebstetson@aol.com 
 
All applications are due May 15, 2022. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Let's Celebrate Our April Milestone 
Birthdays! 

Ralph Asadourian - April 1st 
Richard Nelson - April 12th 
Cecile Adams - April 13th 
Suzan Snow - April 23rd 

Martha Clark - April 30th   

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

mailto:ebstetson@aol.com
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Our own Pat Long was recently featured in the 
Manchester Ink Link!  
 
Please CLICK HERE to read the article. It is also posted on the 
church office window. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*  
 
Please send a *cheerful hello* to Anne Sanderson. 
 
Anne Sanderson 
34 Gilhaven Road 
Manchester, NH 03104 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

News and Events at First 
Congregational Church 

 

Announcements by  

Rev. Barbara Papagian 

 
 

*This Week's Happenings* 

 

• Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Worship at 10:00 am this Sunday, April 3rd, 2022. 
Her sermon is titled, "A Gift Beyond Measure". Jeanine Finefrock will be the 
Scripture Reader and there will be Church School in the rec. room downstairs. A 
Communion Service will take place in the Chapel following Worship. 

 

• The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru 
Thursday at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich.  

 

• The Senior Fellowship Board will meet on Monday, April 4th at 10:00 am. The 
Church Deacons will meet on Monday, April 4th at 6:00 pm. The Membership 
Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 5th at 6:30 pm. The Stewardship 
Committee will meet on Monday, April 11th at 6:00 pm. Church Council will meet 
on Tuesday, April 12th at 6:00 pm. The Church Trustees will meet on Monday, 
April 18th at 6:30 pm. The Open and Affirming Committee will meet on Sunday, 
April 24th at 1:00 pm. The Outreach Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 26th 
at 6:30 pm. ***Please contact Committee Chairs to confirm the location of your 
upcoming meeting, in-person OR on Zoom. 

 

• Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Palm Sunday Worship at 10:00 am next Sunday, 
April 10th. Her sermon is titled, "If Stones Could Shout". There will be Church 
School in the recreational room. The Palm Sunday Breakfast, hosted by the FCC 
Chancel Choir, will be served from 8:00 am until 9:30 am with Sunday Worship 
Service to follow.  

 

• Holy Week at First Congregational Church: Palm Sunday Breakfast and Worship 
Service is next Sunday, April 10th. The Maundy Thursday Worship Service with 

 
 

 

 

https://manchesterinklink.com/how-many-pat-longs-does-it-take-to-find-a-cat-a-forever-home-and-help-the-shelter-expand/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)&mc_cid=dfe1b30bdb&mc_eid=02aa260a34
http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
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the Sacrament of Communion is Thursday, April 14th at 7:00 pm. Good Friday 
Open Prayer Hours in the FCC Sanctuary will be on Friday, April 15th from 9:00 
am to 12:00 noon. Our Easter Sunday Worship Service is Sunday, April 17th at 
10:00 am. 

 
 

*Future and Ongoing Happenings* 

 

• THE GOOD NEWS FROM UPREACH!... Volunteers from our church have 
partnered with the UpReach Therapeutic Riding Center in Goffstown to provide a 
meal during the 7-week Resilience Reins program they provide for kids 
“considered at risk “. The Good News is that we are now once more able to be a 
part of this wonderful program on *Wednesday, May 18th and June 15th @ 5pm*. 
If you would like to help by providing food or serving please contact Liz Verity 
(liz-v@comcast.net or 603-623-7461) OR Peggy Neveu (frannys1@aol.com or 603-
483-8388) or sign up on the office window. 

  

• Interfaith Women of New Hampshire Announce their next Zoom Event: “An 
Evening of Joyous Celebration” on Wednesday, May 11th at 6:45 PM (check-in 
begins at 6:30). Event Presenters include: Feride Saribas with messages of joy 
through poetry; First Congregational Church with a visual and musical tribute to 
the Lord; and Cantor Sarra Spierer with joy and wisdom at a Simcha (joy) circle. 
Please register via email to interfaithwomennh@gmail.com or call 603-233-7760. 
Once you register you will receive the Zoom info. Visit our website at 
www.interfaithwomennh.org. 

 

• *Audio Committee Announcement* The Audio Committee is looking for an 
additional volunteer to record services on Sunday mornings. It is a very easy job 
that can be taught to the person in a matter of a couple of minutes. The person 
would record up to twice a month. Thank you in advance! Please email Peter 
Perich if interested at PPerich@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• Upcoming Membership Events! *Save these dates* -- Sunday, May 1st: New 
Member Orientation event following worship & Sunday, May 15th: New Member 
Joining event during worship. 

 

• The Hillsborough Association Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 1st 
at 3:00 pm. 

 

• The Annual Walk Against Hunger is Sunday May 15th, 2022!  FCC will meet at 
Veteran's Park after church and the walk starts at noontime. A map of the 5K walk 
is posted on the website (click here). The registration fee is $10 to walk of $20 to 
walk and receive a T-Shirt. Because the Outreach Committee has donated $1,000 
to the cause, we were given a promo code to walk and get a T-shirt for free if you 
cannot afford to donate but still want to walk. The promo code is 
FCCREG+SHIRT. CLICK HERE to register for walking or to sponsor the FCC team 
with a donation.  

 

• The Women's Connection 10th Annual Mystery Ride is set for Saturday, June 
11th! - Save the date! 

 

• Friday Link Submissions Needed! We are looking for your stories, photos, 
favorite poems, appropriate jokes, favorite Bible passages, book 
recommendations, etc.! Please consider contributing to this publication. You can 
remain anonymous, too, if you'd like. Email submissions to Rev. Barbara at 
BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• The Instant Church Picture Directory (online directory) is available to our church 
members and friends! If you have not created an account yet just visit 
https://members.InstantChurchDirectory.com to sign up. You must use the same 
email address you gave to the church when you go to create your unique login & 
password. 

 
Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 

https://www.upreachtec.org/resilience-reins
mailto:liz-v@comcast.net
mailto:interfaithwomennh@gmail.com
http://www.interfaithwomennh.org./
mailto:pperich@fccmanchesternh.org
https://support.fitnh.org/event/2022-walk-against-hunger/e334034
https://support.fitnh.org/event/2022-walk-against-hunger/e334034
mailto:bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
mailto:bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
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"And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death - even 
death on a cross." Philippians 2:8 

 

 

  

First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street 
Manchester, N.H. 03104 

Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 

Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org 

 

Printed copies of FCC Friday Link will be available in the 
church office and will be available to you by mail. Please 

contact the church office for a copy! 
 

Photo: Easter Sunday Altar, 2018 

 
 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

mailto:BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
http://fccmanchesternh.org/

