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FCC Friday Link 

 

 

 

Published Friday, February 4, 2022 
 

Weekly Inspirational Words 
Faith and prayer are the vitamins of the soul; man cannot live in health without 

them. - Mahalia Jackson 
 

  

  

I love Mt. Washington. I have climbed it many times, I have 
ridden up the road in the van that takes tourists to the top, and I 
have run the road race that goes to the top. (I did do a lot of 
walking during that race). It could be sunny and 70 degrees when 
you start at the bottom and cloudy and 50 degrees when you get 
to the top. 
 
I admire the people who work at the weather station at the top. I 
get cold just looking at this picture, and they have to go out in that 
every day. But isn't it beautiful with the blue sky and the white ice 

and snow? 
 
This is a big beautiful mountain that can appear peaceful and serene as in this picture. It can also be 
dangerous, having claimed the lives of many hikers who were not prepared for the sudden and extreme 
changes that can suddenly take place on the mountain. 
 
We never know what life is going to throw at us. Like the weather on Mt. Washington, circumstances can 
change in an instant. We aren't always prepared for this, but by having our faith and hope in God, we can 
get through anything. God is always there, supporting us, loving us, and preparing us for what is to come. 
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"Be watchful, stand firm in the faith...." (1Corinthians 16:13) 
 
-Rev. Barbara Papagian- 
 
Photo: Winter at the Mount Washington Summit 

 

 

  

A Beautiful Bulletin Board in Rev. Keilig's Office! 
 
A special thank you to Pam LeBlanc, Terri Pattee and Peggy Neveu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

"Let heaven and earth praise Him, 
The seas and everything that moves in them." Psalm 69:34 

 

These are pictures of DT Lewis' adventures!  
 

He was recently joined by Sheila in Key West.   
 

When he left Manchester in the fall of 2021, he sailed down the 
coast to possibly winter in the Keys. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Current Worship Services at First Congregational Church 

 
Due to the number of Covid cases in New Hampshire and the contagiousness of this latest 
variant, First Church will temporarily have pre-recorded Sunday worship with the expectation of 
returning to in-person, livestreaming worship on February 27th and then continuing throughout 
Lent. For the next few weeks we will broadcast the service Live on Facebook at 10:00 am, and it 

http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
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will be posted on our Facebook page as a Vimeo link at 7:00 am each Sunday. The church office 
remains open for now, but with some staggered staffing. We do ask that you call ahead to make 
sure the staff member you need to meet with is in (603-625-5093). 

 

 

  

  

  

Join us for Trivia With Pip Adams! 

 

This week's Questions 

 
1. At what temperature can the body start going into 
hypothermia? 
 

2. How thick is ice that can be skated on? 
 
3. True or False: Heels are a safe footwear choice for going out in the snow if one knows how to 
walk in them properly. 
 

Answers from Last Edition. . . 
 
1. What is the fear of snow called? . . . Chionophobia 
 
2. Where is the snowiest place in the United States? . . . Stampede Pass in Washington State  
 
3. What is the average speed at which snowflakes fall from the sky? . . . Three to four miles an 
hour 

 
 

 

 

 

The Open and Affirming Committee Announces Two 
Exciting Events in March! 

 

An "In House" Book Discussion on Sunday, March 13th at 1:00 pm on 
Zoom 

 

The Color of Life: A Journey Toward Love and Racial Justice 

by Cara Meredith 
 

This "in-house" group discussion, hosted by Elizabeth Blood and 
Carol Soucy, offers opportunities for personal reflection and 
sharing. 
 
All are welcome! A copy of "The Color of Life" is available to borrow in the 
church front office. 
 
Registration for this Zoom event will open soon.  

 
 

 

 

 

Meet "The Color of Life" Author, Cara Meredith!  
Join us via Zoom 

Sunday, March 27th at 7:00 pm for a...  
 

*Conversation with Cara* 
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"The Color of Life" Author, Cara Meredith believes in a theology of 
reconciliation and love and asks us to consider what it means to 
"make space for the image of God in everyone." 

 
Join in this special conversation on Sunday, March 27th via Zoom.  
 
Attend both book discussion events or just one - registration information will 
be announced soon! 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

*Souper Bowl IX Food Drive!* 

  
The Greater Manchester Clergy Association is once again sponsoring a 
contest to see which Faith Community can collect the most cans of soup (or 
any other healthy can of food) beginning the weekend of the Super Bowl, 
February 13th.  
 
Last year we raised almost $1500; the year before we had 1400 food items. This 
year we will be doing cans again, but since services will be on-line, we are asking you to start buying 
cans of soup and other non-perishable food items and delivering the bounty to the church office 
anytime during the week of February 13th.  
 
All Food Banks and Pantries have seen increased need in recent years. All food donated during this 
Souper Bowl collection will be given to New Horizons. The Outreach Committee thanks the congregation 
for their past generosity and is confident that we can do even better this year. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

Women's Connection will have a Zoom event on Thursday, February 
10th at 6:30 pm with a special Valentine's Day theme! 
 
We will be making a very easy craft. Even if you are not crafty you can make this! Kits 
will be put together and available to pick up in the church office for a small fee.  
 

There are other activities being planned as well. Just email Pam (blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise 
(beau.de@comcast.net) to let them know you would like to join in on the fun!  

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

January WC BINGO was a Success! 
 
Seven ladies played regular BINGO on Thursday, January 13th, and 
we got creative and began coming up with different ways to win the 
game! Four corners, around the border and an X to name a few.  
 
When we play, every time someone gets a BINGO it is counted and 
the one with the most wins at the end of the evening gets to have 
bragging rights and a hand made crown! We have played four times in 
the last year in a half and the winners have been Jeanine Finefrock, Barbara Papagian, and Terri Pattee. 
The new winner for this game was Pam LeBlanc!  
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Donations Needed! 
 
The Outreach Committee has received a request from Brookside Church 
through the Greater Manchester Clergy Association. They have a thrift 
shop where people can buy clothing and household items at very low 
prices.  
 
They are now offering "dignity shopping days" to a group of refugees who have 
arrived in Manchester after fleeing from Afghanistan. Many came away with 
literally only the clothes on their back. Some were flown out of Kabul in 5-hour flights in cargo planes with 
their young children. These are people who needed to flee because they assisted the American military. 
Regardless of our opinions about that undertaking, these are people who need and deserve our help. 
 
Outreach plans to purchase small household items using the Manchester Fund, and we are conducting a 
clothing drive. Below is a list of clothes particularly needed by the refugees, but we can accept any gently 
(or even unused) clothing you can donate. Clothing can be brought into the FCC Church office from 9:00 
am to 12 noon (Monday thru Friday) now through February 28th. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED* 

 
Clothing Needed: 

• Winter Coats (Men, Women 
and Children) 

• Boots (Men, Women and 
Children) 

• Socks (Men, Women and 
Children) 

• Leggings 

• Tunic type tops 

• Men’s Pants (Sizes 28-32 waist 
and 29-31 length – slim fit 
desired) 

• Pajamas or Sweatpants or 
Joggers 

• Gloves 
 

Housewares Wish List: 

• Rice Cooker 

• Blender 

• Hand Mixer 

• Basic Pressure Cooker 

• Mini Prep Food Processor 

• Coffee Maker 

• Kettle 

• Grater 

• Can Opener 
 
Household Items Needed: 

• Basic Tool Kit 

• First Aid Kit 
 

 

  

  

Valentine Cookie Community Outreach! 
 
We hope you will help with this special Valentine Outreach.  
 
First, thank you for your generous response recently to the need for soup, 
muffins, and small meals. It was heartful and wonderful to be able to add a 
smile to many in our FCC Community while we are not able to worship in our 
sanctuary. 
 
We hope to deliver cookies bags for the Valentine holiday to some unsung 

heroes - UpReach Therapeutic Riding Center, Fire House #10 (Nancy Simmons's son is a fireman 
there) and Liberty House to show FCC's support within the Manchester Community.  
 
Sometimes it's difficult to see who gets the most joy out of our deliveries - the one who 
produces the food or the one who receives it! It has been said, "It is more blessed to give than 
receive".  If you would like to help us with this outreach, please bring your cookies to FCC by 
February 11th. Thanking all of you in advance. We are very successful because of the generosity 
of the FCC cooks!  
 
THANK YOU ! - Liz Verity (lizverity@icloud.com) and Peggy Neveu (frannys1@aol.com) 
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Join Us in Celebrating Our February 
Milestone Birthdays! 

Marjorie Luis - February 2nd 

Frances Hastings - February 5th 

Joan Currier - February 9th 

Gerda Cote - February 9th 
 

  

  

ANNUAL REPORTS & ANNUAL MEETING  
 
The FCC Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 6th. Please mark 
your calendars and make plans to attend so we have a quorum. 
  
Financial & Statistical Reports will be available for pick up on Friday, February 18th. 
You may also request an emailed version. Those left behind will be mailed. Subject 
to change! 
  
Annual Written Committee Reports will not be mailed, but are available for pick up on the hall table or 
accessed on the website under “About Us” and then, “Annual Reports”. Please note that committee’s 
financial reports will be included in the Financial & Statistical Report. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

We Welcome Guest Preacher, Rev. Dr. Jim Howard this Sunday, February 6th! 
 
Rev. Dr. Jim Howard (aka Nelson Howard, III), a native of Wellesley, MA, retired in 2015 from serving 
the First Congregational Church, UCC, in Pembroke, NH. He holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Claremont School of Theology. He served at four UCC churches in southern California, then churches in 
Jaffrey and East Derry, NH; Kittery and Portland, ME; and Marshfield, MA. Since retirement, he has sung 
in the choir and taught classes at his now home church, First Congregational UCC of Hopkinton, NH. He 
has also led classes at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Concord, NH. In addition, he is a Marian 
Missionary of Divine Mercy, an Emissary for Augustine Institute, and continues to serve on A New Thing 
Task Force Mission Group and Clergy Convocation committee of the NH Conference UCC, is chaplain 
and newsletter editor for the NH Chapter American Guild of Organists, and is a mentor in the Thresholds 
decision making program at Hillsboro County Dept. of Corrections.  

 

  

  

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*  
 
Please send *thinking of you* messages to Kate Parker who recently fell on the ice. 
She is okay and recovering. 
 

Kate Parker 
19 Agawam Street 
Manchester, NH 03104 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

News and Events at First Congregational Church 

Announcements by Rev. Barbara Papagian 

*This Week's Happenings* 

 

• Rev. Dr. Jim Howard will lead Worship on Facebook at 10:00 am this Sunday, 
February 6th, 2022. His sermon is titled, "This is the Time for Mercy". Liz Verity 
will be the Scripture Reader. 

 

• Please note that due to winter weather, the Church Office will most likely be 
closed today, Friday, February 4th. We ask that you please call ahead if you are 
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planning to stop by 603-625-5093. If you receive the office voice mail when you 
call, we are closed for the day. 

 

• The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday 
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich. Please note that 
Morning Watch will not be aired when the Church office is closed for a holiday. 

 

• The Deacons will meet on Monday, February 7th at 6:00 pm on Zoom. The Church 
Council will meet on Tuesday, February 8th at 6:00 pm on Zoom. The Senior 
Pastor Search Committee will meet on Thursday, February 10th and Thursday, 
February 24th at 6:30 pm. The Reopening Task Force will meet on Thursday, 
February 17th at 6:00 pm on Zoom. Stewardship is not having a formal meeting in 
February but instead corresponding through email. 

 

• On Sunday, February 13th at 10:00 am, the Worship Service on Facebook will be 
led by Rev. Carolyn Keilig. Sue Clement will be the Scripture Reader. 

 

*Future and Ongoing Happenings* 

 

• Rev. Carolyn Keilig will be away on vacation February 2nd through February 8th 
and February 25th through March 3rd. 

 

• The Church office will be closed on Monday, February 21st in observance of the 
President's Day holiday. 

 

• Girl Scout Cookies for Sale: The Girl Scout Troops that meet at FCC are once 
again selling their cookies! Please call the church office (603-625-5093) or email 
Lauren at LHenderson@fccmanchesternh.org to place your order. Cookies will be 
available beginning February 12th. Deadline to order is February 28th. Cookies 
cost $5.00 per box. CLICK HERE for a detailed list of available cookies. 

 

• Friday Link Submissions Needed! We are looking for your stories, photos, favorite 
poems, appropriate jokes, favorite Bible passages, book recommendations, etc.! 
Please consider contributing to this publication. You can remain anonymous, too, 
if you'd like. Email submissions to Rev. Barbara at 
BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org. 

 

• Deadline to submit articles for the March Church Window Newsletter will be 
Friday, February 18th. 

 

• Inclement Weather and Church Office Hours: FCC Church policy is that when 
Manchester schools are closed or open late due to inclement weather, the Church 
office follows the same schedule. * Please contact Committee chairs to verify 
meetings. * Worship Service cancellations are posted on WMUR.com. 

 

• The Instant Church Picture Directory (online directory) is available to our church 
members and friends. If you have not created an account yet just visit 
https://members.InstantChurchDirectory.com to sign up. You must use the same 
email address you gave to the church when you create your unique login & 
password. 

 
Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

 
"Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect ."  

(Matthew 24:44) 
 

First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street, Manchester, N.H. 03104 

Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 

Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org 

www.FCCManchesterNH.org 
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