January 2022

CAROLYN’S
CORNER
With Interim Senior Pastor,
Rev. Carolyn Keilig
In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan, Earth stood
hard as iron, Water like a stone.
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow; In the bleak
mid-winter long ago.
- Christina Rossetti Not everyone considers mid-winter a bleak time. Some of us
appreciate that cars can drive across manicured lawns that are
as hard as iron and do not leave an imprint. Others rejoice
when water turns to stone, by breaking out their ice-fishing
gear or skates or revving up their snow mobiles or setting up
their iceboats. Still others joyfully put on hats and mittens and
dig out snowshoes, skis, or sleds and enjoy the winter
wonderland with its abundance of snow on snow. The frosty
moaning wind loses its power to cause bleakness if one is
cuddled inside with a cup of hot cocoa and a warm fire.
But then, again, it is the bleak mid-winter for many. For those
of us in the northern hemisphere, our world itself stays dark
for long hours each and every day. The residue from traveling
cars turns the snow dark with grease and debris, adding a
depressing hue to the landscape. Numerous folk find the
challenge of the cold and snow too much and make the
decision to stay indoors and end up feeling alone and
abandoned. Others are afflicted with Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD) and struggle with depression and sadness.
Yet, it is in the midst of this darkness, in the bleak midwinter,
when we may find ourselves at a low point in our lives, that
we are invited to remember this dawning of Christ into our
world in the person of Jesus not only thousands of years ago,
but again and again in the darkest times and places of our
lives. Our faith affirms that Jesus the Messiah was born in the

dark corner of a small stable and our hope opens us to the joy
that Jesus is born again in the darkest corner of our own small
life.
May each of you encounter the bright light of Christ during
this Season of Epiphany, and may it kindle within you and
reflect outward the brightness of hope and peace into our
world.
Blessings,
Rev. Carolyn
(Here’s more information on SAD NIMH » Seasonal Affective
Disorder (nih.gov) . If at any time your depression lasts for
more than 2 weeks, please reach out to a family member,
friend or your pastor.)

*SAVE THE DATE*
The Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, March 6th following Worship
Service (snow date is March 13th).

Upcoming Worship
Sunday, January 2nd 10:00 AM
Second Sunday after Christmas
Sacrament of Communion
******************************

Sunday, January 9th 10:00 AM
First Sunday of the Epiphany/ The Baptism of Christ
******************************

Sunday, January 16th 10:00 AM
Second Sunday after Epiphany
******************************

Sunday, January 23rd 10:00 AM
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Barbara Papagian Leads Worship
******************************

Sunday, January 30th 10:00 AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Senior Moments

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE!
The Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, March 6th (snow date March
13th) so all Committee Chairs must
submit their annual reports to Linda
by Friday, December 31st. Email to
LBonetti@FCCManchesterNH.org

With Rev. Barbara Papagian
We have made it through another year, and it was a tough one.
However, there were some positive happenings. The first one
being the development of vaccines and boosters to protect us
from COVID.
We opened up the church for Sunday Worship and have had the
choir sing and the bells ring. Also we are now live-streaming the
service for those people who are still anxious about going out or
those who have to take a Sunday at home due to illness.
We were able to hold our Holly Berry Fair. Although we did not
invite the public, our congregation attended and found some
beautiful Christmas decorations and unique gifts.
As of this writing, the COVID numbers are still high and we are
taking protocols seriously. I for one, am sick of wearing a mask
and social distancing, but I keep remembering that by doing
these two things I am keeping myself and others safe.
The rooms in my basement are finally finished and looking nice.
Autumn is quite the interior decorator. We have a new heating
and air conditioning system, and just as we were starting to relax, we were told we should be getting a new roof. Our current
roof is not leaking, but it is old, so rather than wait for a disaster
to happen, we will be getting that new roof. The way housing
prices are going, I figure my little house that we paid $16,000.00
for in 1968, is now worth about $400,000.00. Well, probably
not that much, but certainly a whole lot more than $16,000.00.
I look forward to this new year and pray that more things will go
right. I pray that crime will go down and there will be no more
COVID 19 cases. I pray that prices will go down on food and
clothing and housing, so more people can have shelter and
food. I pray that the mentally ill and addicted people will get
the care that they need.

Upcoming Committee Meetings
Please contact committee leaders to confirm location
of meeting (Zoom or in-person).

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mon, Jan. 3rd 6PM Deacons’ Board Meeting
Tues, Jan. 4th 6:30PM Membership Committee Meeting
Mon. Jan. 10th 6PM Stewardship Committee (tentative)
Tues, Jan. 11th 6PM Church Council Meeting
Mon, Jan. 17th 6:30PM Church Trustees’ Meeting
Sun, Jan. 23rd 4PM ONA Committee Zoom Meeting
Tues, Jan. 25th 6:30PM Outreach Committee Meeting

Watch for pictures from the Christmas
Eve Worship Service to be featured in the
January 7th edition of the Friday Link!

Most of all I pray that more people will open their minds and
hearts to God so that the world will become a kinder and
gentler place, with more people helping people.
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.” Colossians 3:12
Let this be your mantra for this new year.
Rev. Barbara Papagian

HELP KEEP OUR COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY STOCKED
Non Perishable Items We Need: boxed
milk, peanut butter, dry pasta, pasta sauce,
canned pasta, canned vegetables, soup,
cereal bars, Hormel Meals, cereal, pudding
cups, fruit cups/canned fruit, mac &
cheese, crackers, canned meats: tuna,
ham, or chicken, canned baked beans and
breakfast bars & oatmeal

2021 Advent Season

News from FCC Outreach

Women’s Connection News
January 2022
Our Annual College
Cookie Mailing went
well!

ANGEL TREE STOCKINGS UPDATE!
Our stocking mission project went so well! Deliveries
were made during the 3rd week in December!

Our committee is so grateful for the congregation’s love and
support! We were so very excited to make our deliveries to New
Life Home, Helping Hands Outreach center, Dismas Home,
Liberty House and the 3 group homes from Manchester Mental
Health! You are all so amazing!
- Thank you, The Outreach Committee -

We had ten student
addresses and put together
a round tin of cookies for
each one and placed them
in a square box. (Yes, the
round tin fit in the square
box!!!) Next, the box was
filled to the top with candy and snacks of all kinds with a
Christmas card made out to each student placed on top. Once
taped and addressed, they were brought right to the post
office to send them on their way to the lucky students. Thank
you to everyone who baked, bought snacks and gave donation
money for mailing.

Mark your calendar for
January 13th at 6:30pm!
We haven’t gotten any
response from anyone on a
different game so we will be
playing BINGO once again!
Email Pam (blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise
(beau.de@comcast.net) to let them know you want to play
and they will make sure you have the bingo card. When it is
closer to the date you will be sent the Zoom link. The past few
times we have played we have had a lot of fun! There is no
limit on the number of ladies. Please join us and you might be
the lucky winner of the crown!

Thinking ahead to
Thursday, February 10th
at 6:30pm!
This will be our annual get
together with a Valentine’s Day
theme. More information will be
coming as we get closer.
The Women’s Connection Mission Statement:
The Women’s Connection offers opportunities for the
women and friends of First Congregational Church to
experience social time together, to build connections, and to
strengthen friendships. We seek to encourage and support
one another as we journey through life together at every
season of our lives. All adult women are welcome to join us
for whatever event interests them. Our activities are varied
and have included outings, crafts, spiritual reflections,
hiking and volunteering in the local community…
something for everyone.

December 7th at the
Manchester Country Club!

Morning Watch Prayers on Facebook
Monday thru Thursday mornings at 9AM
Morning Watch on Facebook is being led by Rev. Barbara and
Peter Perich. We welcome everyone Monday—Thursday
mornings at 9am. To join us click on Morning Watch on the
FCC Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester

Inclement Weather and Church Office Hours
FCC Church policy is that when
Manchester schools are closed or open
late due to inclement weather, the
Church office follows the same schedule.
 Please contact Committee chairs to
verify meetings.
 Worship Service cancellations are
posted on WMUR.com.

The deadline for the February Church
Window Newsletter is Friday, January 14th!
Please submit your articles & pictures to Lauren in
the Church Office: LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org

The Holly Berry Fair Overstock sale was a huge success. The final total came up to
$3114.00!!! A gigantic THANK YOU to everyone who helped make this happen. Here are
some pictures of before and during the sale…people having fun!!!

Craft sale tables all ready for
the shopping to begin!

The talent in our congregation is
AMAZING!

Thank you to all for crafting, shopping
& supporting the Holly Berry
Overstock Sale!

Look for details about the Book Discussion in the February
Church Window. In the meantime, we encourage you to start
reading!!
The Harmony Sunday Benediction of 12/12 asked us to hear
Faithfully lending heads, hands, and God’s call to “lift all those knocked down by life.” The Open and
Affirming and Outreach Committees, FCC staff, and members of
hearts to bring to life the words of FCC's Open and
the congregation are asking questions, sharing concerns, and
Affirming Covenant...
seeking
faith-based, appropriate ways to make a difference with
Are you looking for a good read for the coming months of
so many in need in our community.
winter? The Color of Life is a memoir by writer, speaker, and
Several
committee
members participated in a December Zoom
former outreach ministry director Cara Meredith. Our Open and
event
sponsored
by the NH Conference UCC, Ending
Affirming Committee is planning a one-time Book Discussion
Homelessness
is
Possible
with Ellen Groh, Executive Director of
about The Color of Life for February or March (date to be
Concord
Coalition
to
End
Homelessness. Ellen gave a brief
announced). Committee member Elizabeth Blood got to know
overview
of
the
complex
issues
around homelessness, shared
Cara personally when she took some virtual writing workshops
examples
of
her
organization’s
approaches, and discussed
with her, and she recommends the book. The following brief
solutions
that
are
working.
description summarizes the many
FCC’s
Stewardship,
Outreach,
and
Open and Affirming
positive reviews this book received.
Committees are jointly planning a Mind Body Spirit forum on
The Color of Life memoir is an easy,
homelessness. We expect to offer it in Spring 2022. Let us
meaningful read. The author tells the
continue to pray for all those that are unhoused, especially
story of how a young white woman
during the upcoming months of cold and inclement weather,
fell in love with the son of Civil Rights and let’s also pray for those that work to support those in need.
icon, James Meredith. Cara weaves The Open and Affirming Committee will hold a Zoom meeting on
theology and history into her compelSunday, January 23, 2022 at 4 pm. We hope you’ll consider
ling personal story. She asks herself
joining us – either for the meeting and/or through volunteering
and the reader to consider questions,
for upcoming activities and projects. Your questions,
such as “How do we teach our children suggestions, and hands-on involvement are always welcome.
a theology of reconciliation and love?
And what does it mean to make space for the image of God in
everyone?” With humility and compassion, she strives to
Open and Affirming Committee
understand how racism affected her husband and his family,
Elizabeth Blood, Jeanine Finefrock, Jeffrey Frye, Karen Hawver,
how it will impact her sons, and how she can help others listen
John and Kathy Rowe, and Carol Soucy, Chair
to “…a side of the story that isn’t about us.”

News from the FCC Open &
Affirming Committee

MEAL TRAIN NEWS!
During this past year the Meal
Train tried to keep those who
live alone or those who are
homebound to feel connected
to our church family. We are
looking forward to a New
Year of bringing smiles and that feeling of
connection to those in our congregation in need of
a little cheering.
We thank all who participate in providing the meals, soups,
and baked goods for our deliveries. Each bag contains items

made by 5—7 different people. A true group effort!
Our hope is that everyone involved realizes that it’s not only
the contents of the bag that count, but the way and reason
it’s given.
Peggy and Liz would also like to thank Joan Currier, Martha
Perich, Nancy Simmons and Jim Fogle who have helped us
during 2021 with weekly notes and birthday cards; another
way for us to continue connecting. Again, we know how
these notes and cards brighten someone’s day! We are
always open to suggestions for those who could use “a pick
me up” and would benefit from a delivery or a meal. We
hope this outreach shows we care, and puts smiles in the
hearts of those we reach out to.

This month at FCC
Activities, dates and times are subject to change. Please refer to the printed calendars by the office or go to
www.fccmanchesternh.org

January
Saturday, January 1st
No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, January 2nd
10:00 AM Worship Service & Sacrament of Communion
Monday, January 3rd
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
6:00 PM Deacons’ Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 4th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Membership Committee Meeting
Wednesday, January 5th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
Thursday, January 6th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
Friday, January 7th
11:00 AM Memorial Service for Fred Simmons
Saturday, January 8th
No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, January 9th
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, January 10th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
6:00 PM Stewardship Committee Meeting (tentative)
Tuesday, January 11th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Church Council Meeting
Wednesday, January 12th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
7:00 PM Sabbath Bells
Thursday, January 13th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
6:30 PM Women’s Connection Zoom Gathering
Friday, January 14th
No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, January 15th
No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, January 16th
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, January 17th
Church Office Closed in observance of the MLK Jr. Holiday
6:30 PM Church Trustees’ Meeting
Tuesday, January 18th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
Wednesday, January 19th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
Thursday, January 20th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook

Friday, January 21st
No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, January 22nd
No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, January 23rd
10:00 AM Worship Service
4:00 PM Open & Affirming Committee Meeting
Monday, January 24th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
Tuesday, January 25th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Outreach Committee Meeting
Wednesday, January 26th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
7:00 PM Sabbath Bells
Thursday, January 27th
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook
Friday, January 28th
No Church Activities Scheduled
Saturday, January 29th
No Church Activities Scheduled
Sunday, January 30th
10:00 AM Worship Service
Monday, January 31st
9:00 AM “Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook

Resilience Reigns at FCC
Please note that UpReach volunteer
opportunities for Resilience Reigns have been
postponed due to the rise in Covid-19 cases.
Watch for new dates in 2022!

Livestreaming Worship
Services
Livestreamed Services can be
accessed on Sundays at 10am by going
to www.Facebook.com/FCCManchester

The Church Office will be closed on
Monday, January 17th in observance of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday

*Pledges & Donations*
Thank you for continuing to mail in your
pledges—it’s ok to consolidate a month.
You can also send via your own bank’s Bill
Pay, or go to Vanco via our website.
Call Linda if you need help, 603-625-5093.
2021 Statements are mailed in January.
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Time Dated Material Please Deliver Immediately!

Rev. Carolyn Keilig
Interim Senior Pastor

Rev. Barbara Papagian
Associate Pastor

*COVID SAFETY INFORMATION*

The January 2022
Church Window

These are our most recent guidelines for
Worship Services.

Our monthly newsletter
(603) 625-5093 (with voice mail)
(603) 622-1511

www.fccmanchesternh.org

Sunday
Worship
10AM
CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday thru Friday
9AM—2PM



Masks are strongly urged to protect everyone,
following CDC recommendations.



Social distancing indoors should be practiced.
(Feel free to greet one another outdoors)




If ramp access is needed, please ring the bell.
Offerings may be left in the box located in the
narthex and in plates by the exit doors.



Hand sanitizer and wipes will be available.



People may seat themselves in open pews–please
do not sit in the pews with an “X”.



The Cradle Room is available but not staffed.



We look forward to seeing everyone but urge you
not to congregate inside the building.



If you are diagnosed with Covid and had recently
visited FCC, please alert a pastor and see CDC
guidelines.
(https://www.health.nd.gov)

www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
Stay current by visiting FCC online at www.fccmanchesternh.org

