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Weekly Inspirational Words
Christmas in Bethlehem. The ancient dream: a cold, clear night made brilliant by a
glorious star, the smell of incense, shepherds and wise men falling to their knees in
adoration of the sweet baby, the incarnation of perfect love.
-Lucinda FranksFor it is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at Christmas, when
its mighty Founder was a child Himself.
-Charles DickensBest of all, Christmas means a spirit of love, a time when the love of God and the
love of our fellow men should prevail over all hatred and bitterness, a time when
our thoughts and deeds and the spirit of our lives manifest the presence of God.
-George F. McDougall-
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I love this scene because it is so peaceful.
This time of the birth of Jesus was not a peaceful time in their world,
but this wonderful story that we hear every year is filled with joyful
angels singing, shepherds tending their flocks, and later wise men
following that brilliant star to bring gifts to the special child.
Are you witnessing some peaceful and joyful times in our chaotic
world? Of course you are. This Christmas season, every evening I sit
in my darkened living room with just the Christmas tree lights on and
some lit candles, and I look at my creche scene on the table and I
thank God for sending His son into the world, to teach and bring hope
to all.
No matter what is going on around us, if we truly believe the
teachings of hope and faith that Jesus brought to us, we can find
peace, joy, hope, and faith, knowing that there is a better world
coming.
"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope". Romans 15:13
Rev. Barbara Papagian

The Holly Berry Fair Overstock sale was a huge success.
The final total came up to $2900.00!!! A gigantic THANK YOU to everyone who
helped make this happen. Here are some pictures of the set-up before and during
the sale on Sunday, December 5th…people were having fun!
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NEWS FROM THE OPEN & AFFIRMING COMMITTEE AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Are you looking for a good read in the coming months?
The Color of Life is a memoir by writer, speaker, and former outreach
ministry director Cara Meredith. The Open and Affirming Committee is
considering a winter book discussion on the book. Look for further details
in the January Church Window.
The Open and Affirming and Outreach Committees, FCC staff, and
members of the congregation continue to hear God’s call as expressed
in the Harmony Sunday Benediction - to “lift all those knocked down by
life.” We are asking questions, sharing concerns, and seeking faithbased, appropriate ways to make a difference with so many in need.
Several of us plan to participate in a Zoom event sponsored by the NH
Conference UCC. You may wish to join in this learning opportunity.

Ending Homelessness is Possible
with Ellen Groh, Executive Director of Concord Coalition to End Homelessness
Monday, December 20, 7:00 PM EST
The event is free & open to the public. RSVP to receive the online link for this event.
RSVP HERE

Join us for Trivia With Pip Adams!
This week's Questions
1. Is Maine larger than the other five New England States
combined?
2. How long is Vermont from North to South?
3. What is Rhode Island's famous food?

Answers from Last Edition. . .
1. How many US border crossings are there in Vermont? . . .15
2. How many acres are there in the state of Maine? . . . 22,646,000
3. What is the state flower of Massachusetts? . . . Mayflower

Sunday Worship Service - Second Sunday in Advent
December 5th, 2021
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Lighting of the Advent
Candle

Sacrament of Baptism
Kaelani Hope Pagan

Commissioning of the
Senior Pastor Search
Committee

Sunday Worship Service - Third Sunday in Advent
December 12th, 2021
Harmony Sunday
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Cookies Needed!
The Meal Train is looking for your extra Christmas cookies for
outreach. Whether it is two or two dozen we will appreciate any we
receive. Maybe you have extras not eaten by Santa?
According to one theory, the milk & cookies custom can be traced back to
the 1930s, during the Great Depression. During that time of economic
hardship, many parents tried to teach their children that it was important to
give to others and to show gratitude for the gifts they received over the
holiday. From chocolate chip to sugar, gingerbread, peanut butter and even no bake cookies Santa
(according to Google!) eats 300 million with milk on Christmas Eve.
Please think of giving the Meal Train your extra Santa's treats! THANK YOU! Merry Christmas to you
and yours! -- Liz and Peggy
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OUTREACH NEWS
The Outreach Committee recently donated
15 sets of long underwear to Shepherds
Way to be distributed to the homeless in
Manchester!

ANGEL TREE STOCKINGS!
Our stocking mission project is going so
well! Deliveries are scheduled for the 3rd week in
December!
Our committee is so grateful for the congregation's love
and support! We are excited to make our deliveries to
New Life Home, Helping Hands Outreach center,
Dismas Home, Liberty House and the 3 group homes
from Manchester Mental Health! You are all so
amazing!
Thank you, The Outreach Committee!
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Children's Christmas Ornament Making
This coming Sunday morning, December 19th, Kelda York, Children’s
Ministry Coordinator, will be inviting children to do ornament-making
during the worship service. All are welcome to join!
If you have any questions please reach out to Kelda at
KYork@FCCManchesterNH.org

Women's Connection News
Women's Connection Annual College Cooking Mailing
Saturday, December 4th, 2021

Our Annual College Cookie Mailing went well!
We had ten student addresses and put together a round tin of cookies
for each one and placed them in a square box. (Yes, the round tin fit in
the square box!!!) Next the box was filled to the top with candy and
snacks of all kinds with a Christmas card made out to each student
placed on top. Once taped and addressed, they were brought right to the
post office to send them on their way to the lucky students. Thank you to
everyone who baked, bought snacks and gave donation money for mailing.

Mark your calendar for January 13th at 6:30pm!
We haven’t gotten any response from anyone on a different game so we will be playing BINGO once
again! Email Pam (blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise (beau.de@comcast.net) to let them know you want
to play and they will make sure you have the bingo card. When it gets closer to the date you will be sent
the Zoom link. The past few times we have played we have had a lot of fun! There is no limit of the
number of ladies. Please join us and you might be the lucky winner of the crown!

Senior Fellowship Christmas and 60th Anniversary Luncheon!
Tuesday, December 7th, 2021
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Ann Brown & Kathy Nelson
(not shown/behind the camera: Bill
Jones) on Friday, December 3rd, 2021

Ann, Kathy and Bill were tending to the
urns at FCC's front and Union Street
entrances.

*SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES*
* Masks are strongly urged to protect every one, following CDC recommendations.
* Social distancing indoors should be practiced. (Feel free to greet one another outdoors)
* If ramp access is needed, please ring the bell.
* Offerings may be left in the box located in the narthex and in plates by the exit doors.
* Hand sanitizer and wipes will be available.
* People may seat themselves in open pews. Please do not sit in the pews marked with an “X”.
* The Cradle Room is available but not staffed.
* We look forward to seeing everyone but urge you not to congregate inside the building at this
time.
* If you are diagnosed with Covid-19 and had recently visited FCC, please notify a pastor and see
CDC guidelines. (https://www.health.nd.gov)
- Thank you, The FCC Reopening Task Force -
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*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*
Please send *thinking of you* messages to Stan and Martha Clark.
Stanley & Martha Clark
37 Mayflower Drive
Manchester, NH 03104
**********************************************************
Please send messages of celebration and support to Sue Curtis as she celebrates a clean bill of
health following her battle with breast cancer.
Susan Curtis
42 Alfred Street
Manchester, NH 03104
**********************************************************
Please send healing messages to Sokhom Sar as he recovers from Covid-19.
Sokhom Sar
218 Frederick Street #2
Manchester, NH 03102

News and Events at First
Congregational Church
Announcements by Rev. Barbara Papagian
*This Week's Happenings*
•

Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Worship at 10:00 am this Sunday, December 19th,
2021. Her sermon is titled, "Promise Fulfilled". Ellie Stetson will be the Scripture
Reader, and Lisa Allen will be lighting the Advent Candle.

•

The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich. Please note there will
not be a Morning Watch on Monday, December 27th.

•

Today (12/17) is the deadline for the January Church Window Newsletter. Please
submit your articles to Lauren at LHendersonFCC@yahoo.com.

•

The Church Trustees will meet on Monday, December 20th at 6:30 pm. The
Outreach Committee will meet on Tuesday, December 28th at 6:30 pm. The
Deacons' Board will meet on Monday, January 3rd at 6:00 pm. The Membership
Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 4th at 6:30 pm. ***Please reach out to
Committee Chairs to confirm the location of your meeting - in person or by
Zoom***

•

Christmas Eve Worship will be held on Friday, December 24th at 7:00 pm (inperson service). There will also be a pre-recorded service on our Facebook page,
(for those not able to attend the 7pm in-person worship service), available to view
at 2:00 pm on Christmas Eve. Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead this service, Peter
Perich will be the Scripture Reader and he will also light the Advent Candle.

•

On Sunday, December 26th, Worship Service will be lead by Rev. Carolyn Keilig.
Carol Soucy will be the Scripture Reader. On Sunday, January 2nd, Worship
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Service will be lead by Rev. Keilig and the Sacrament of Communion will be
offered during service.

•

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, December 27th and Friday,
December 31st in observance of the Christmas Holiday and New Year's Day.

*Future and Ongoing Happenings*
•

Resilience Reigns at FCC has been postponed for at least January and February
of 2022 due to rising Covid-19 numbers. Please stay tuned for the announcement
of a new date.

•

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, March 6th, 2022 (snow date March
13th) so all Committee Chairs must submit their annual reports to Linda by
*Friday, December 31st.* Email your reports to LBonetti@FCCManchesterNH.org.

•

Audio Copies of Worship Services Available! We are doing cd recordings of the
services like we did before the pandemic, so if you would like to receive the cd of
the service, call me and we will deliver one to you every week or if you are unable
to attend church on occasion, we can make an audio cd for you! - Rev. Barbara
Papagian (603-625-5093 x23)

Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law." Galatians 5:22-23

WORDLES!
Word puzzles that are made up of a series of cryptic letters, words and patterns
which, when combined, represent a common word or phrase!
Can you figure them out?. . .
*Kindly Submitted by Karen Hawver*
ANSWERS TO LAST EDITION BELOW

"Balanced meal"

"Part in a play"

"Going on a diet"

First Congregational Church - 508 Union Street, Manchester, N.H. 03104
Office Phone: (603) 625-5093 Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
www.FCCManchesterNH.org
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