FCC Friday Link

Published Friday, November 19, 2021

Weekly Inspirational Words
The thankful heart opens our eyes to a multitude of blessings that continually
surround us.
-James E. Faust-
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Here is a photo of our beautiful altar decorated with the colors of
Fall, with flowers and vegetables.
Next Thursday is Thanksgiving. I'm sure there will be larger family
gatherings this year since many people are vaccinated and are
getting out more.
This year my son and daughter-in-law are back in Manchester, so I
am excited that both sons will be celebrating with us.
Thanksgiving is all about giving thanks. We sometimes forget that
in the frenzy of preparing a big dinner. As you sit down to your dinner, give thanks that you have plenty of
food to eat. Give thanks that you have a warm home and loving family. Give thanks for God who loves
you, cares for you, and guides you. Not all people enjoy these blessings, so pray for them, and resolve to
do something to make someone else's life a little better.
I wish you all a very Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving. -Rev. Barbara Papagian"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus." 1Thessalonians 5:16-18

What are you thankful for? . . .
We are sharing your blessings, Thanksgiving prayers
and graces!
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy God, we thank you for the blessings of this table,
where all of us are nourished together by your grace,
sustained by your love, and strengthened together for our
journeys in life. May we always know the power of your
Spirit, alive and active in our lives, both when we are
gathered here and when we are apart. In Jesus' name. Amen. - submitted by Bill Jones
Thankfulness
"I am thankful for those who donate blood and platelets. They are a blessing." - Joan
Currier
Thanksgiving Prayer by Ralph Waldo Emerson
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.
- submitted anonymously

Special Delivery!
From Ruth & Sam Knowles for the Outreach Committee, First Congregational Church
Sam & I were able to stop by Liberty House on Monday afternoon, November 15th, to deliver our
Outreach donation check and 6 Market Basket food cards for their holiday meals.
We were fortunate to be greeted by Executive Director, Jeff Nelson. Jeff kindly gave Sam and I a tour of
the facility. We were both impressed from the restaurant quality kitchen, dining room and lounge,
exercise room, laundry room and meeting rooms available to the residents.
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The second photo is a Memorial corner. I was touched by the simple peaceful reflection of this corner.
After just celebrating Veterans Day, knowing our Vets in need have a warm welcoming home is
heartwarming. Jeff was very appreciative of our gifts. I told him that Christmas stockings were coming!
With Many Blessings & Peace, Sam and Ruth

Elisabeth Anne ‘Elsie’, Tom Irving's granddaughter who is
almost four months old now, seen here with the beautiful
quilt from FCC.
Thanks to the quilters for their talents!

YOU ARE INVITED!
HOLLY BERRY FAIR SALE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH

*REMINDER* - YOU are invited on Sunday, December
5th to worship with us at FCC. Afterwards, please take
time to visit the Holly Berry "Overstock Sale" in the dining
room downstairs.
Come enjoy and celebrate the hand crafting talents of
your friends at FCC. You will be amazed at the talent that
abounds in our church and among their friends.
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Join us for Trivia With Pip Adams!
This week's Questions
1. What is the state flower of Connecticut?
2. What is the state bird of Vermont?
3. What is the state bird of Massachusetts?

Answers from Last Edition. . .
1. What is the Vermont state pie? . . . Apple Pie
2. What is the state flower of Rhode Island? . . . Violet
3. What is the state bird of Maine? . . . Chickadee

*2022 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN*
UPDATE: As of 11/18/2021 we're at about 95% of our pledge goal
with 100 out of 200 responses received,
or 50%!
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Gift the First Congregational Church Cookbook this
Christmas!
Are you looking for a gift for your grandchild or great-grandchild?
Why not consider starting them early to learn how to bake and cook! Who
knows, they could be a future Kids Baking Championship winner! Lily is only
3 1/2 years old and enjoyed making the Swedish Apple Pie from the FCC
Cookbook with the apples picked at Mack's Apples during the WC outing in
October. The recipe was Lily approved!
There are a very limited number of cookbooks remaining! They cost $12.50
each and are available through the church office. Call 603-625-5093 to
purchase.
(Lily - seen here holding the FCC Cookbook - is Craig and Jeanine Finefrock's granddaughter and Martha
Finefrock's great-granddaughter!)

Member Recognition Sunday
November 7th, 2021

Sunday Worship Service
Open and Affirming Fourth Anniversary Vote
November 14th, 2021
The service on Sunday, November 14th wove together multiple elements to convey essential
truths in keeping with the fourth anniversary of the Open and Affirming vote. Thanks to our
pastors Carolyn and Barbara for their messages reminding us of the two Great Commandments
and to Adam and the Chancel Choir for the lovely Mark Miller anthem, “Child of God.” Our readers
Bruce Kinney, Ruth Knowles, Elle Funcke, and Michaela Horan led us in a “Litany of Trust in
God,” and Jeffrey Frye closed the service with his beautiful song, “We Are Unbroken – Even After
All.”
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All of the elements supported the promises of FCC’s Open and Affirming Covenant and
expressed the shared belief from Jeffrey’s refrain… that “God’s love is for everyone.” You can
listen to Jeffrey’s song on Vimeo, https://vimeo.com/fccmanchesternh
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GMCA Interfaith Zoom Thanksgiving Service
Monday, November 22nd at 7PM
Hosted by Temple Adath Yeshurun (TAY), Manchester
This Interfaith Thanksgiving Service is sponsored by the Greater
Manchester Clergy Association, to be held on Monday, November 22 at
7:00pm via zoom.
The information to join is as follows:
Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81649240175?pwd=UFBXN3pqdjJoTWhHQ0RWQjl4QkhKUT09
Meeting ID: 816 4924 0175
Passcode: 183654
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,81649240175#,,,,*183654# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,81649240175#,,,,*183654# US (New York)

*Calling all our favorite FCC cooks!*
The Meal Train is looking for soup, muffins, and cookies for our
outreach. Also, we can use individual frozen meals for distribution to our
FCC community and others. Please advise Lauren when you bring them to
put them in the downstairs freezer.
Thank you in advance! - Liz and Peggy

MORNING WATCH PRAYERS ON FACEBOOK
"The Morning Watch" on Facebook is approximately 15 minutes and is
led by two wonderful people here at FCC, Rev. Barbara Papagian and
Peter Perich.
Watch live at 9:00 am, Monday -Thursday or set aside a specific time
each day to watch the recording. To join click on Morning Watch on
the FCC Facebook page: www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
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Angel Tree Christmas Stockings!
You can pick up a stocking or two after the service this Sunday (11/21). It
will be the last morning that a Committee Member will be passing out
stockings following the service.
You could also pick them up at the church office during the week (office hours
are 9am to 2pm, M-F) while they are still available. Call the office before you
stop by at 603-625-5093.
Let’s have fun with this project! Be creative! Fill your stocking(s) with useful items that will bring surprise
and joy to the person receiving the stocking. The only requirement is no food or candy please due to
allergies and dietary restrictions.
Please drop your filled stockings off at the church by December 10th, 2021. This is the deadline! If
you are not able to bring it to church by Dec. 10th then please call Sue Clement at (603-657-5465)
or Justin May at (603-247-8846) to make other arrangements. We will be glad to pick it up!
There is a suggested $30 limit. If you would like to participate but wish not to fill the stocking yourself,
please mail a check into the office marked “Christmas Angel Stocking Project” by Nov. 29th,
2021. A committee member will be glad to shop and fill a stocking on behalf of you.
We are truly grateful to be able continue our tradition of bringing unexpected happiness to people during
the Christmas Season!

December 12th is “Harmony” Sunday!
In lieu of our traditional Christmas concert, the 10 am service on December 12th will
be filled with harmonies from our Chancel Choir and Sabbath Bells. Also featured
will be special instrumentalists, soloists, and traditional Christmas carols. Come,
rejoice, and worship the newborn king!

*The FCC Women's Connection Announce the Annual College
Cookie Mailing 2021!*
Women's Connection would like to continue the old tradition of a College
Cookie Mailing on December 4th in the church parlor at 9:00 am.
Because of Covid we will not do the swap but we want to let the college
students know that we are thinking of them and care about them. Masks will
be required. To anyone who would like to bake cookies and or package
cookies on December 4th, your baking skills are welcome. We will also need
snack donations to fill the boxes.
Just e-mail Pam LeBlanc (blanclp@comcast.net) or Denise Beaurivage (beau.de@comcast.net) to let us
know your plan. At least three dozen cookies will be needed and delivered to the church office by noon
on December 3rd, or you can sign up to help package instead.
Attention College Student Parents!
If you are a lucky parent of a college/grad student and they are taking their college exams… how about
treating them to some homemade cookies. We know things are different from the past but we want to
continue one of our church's oldest traditions. Please e-mail or call the church office by Wednesday,
December 1st with their name, home address or school address.
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The Junior Girl Scout Troop who regularly meet on Tuesday
evenings at FCC, brought food donations to help fill our
community food pantry last week!
Seen here proudly placing the food into the pantry themselves! Thank you, girls!

*Christmas Poinsettias*
It is that time of year again to order Poinsettias as a memorial or in
honor of someone special!
The flowers will be displayed on the altar for the Christmas Eve Worship
Service on 12/24 at 7PM. The plants cost $17.00 each, in your choice of red
or white. You’ll be welcome to take your plant home with you following the
Christmas Eve Service.
Please return/mail order form with payment to the church office no later than Sunday, December
5th.

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*
Please send Anne Williamson messages of appreciation for her many years of
faithful service to our church.
Anne Williamson, 177 Hanover Street, Manchester, NH 03104
***************************************************
Please send *thinking of you* messages to Ethel Parker who was recently involved in a car
accident after church. She is okay but suffered some soreness and damage to her car.
Ethel Parker, 14 Gingras Drive, Nashua, NH 03060
*********************************************************
Please send *thinking of you* messages to Vance & Suzanne Spaulding.
Vance and Suzanne Spaulding, 6 Fourth Street, Bedford, NH 03110
*********************************************************
Please send *thinking of you* messages to Chuck & Linda Noble.
Chuck and Linda Noble, 65 Myrtle Street, #10B, Hillsboro, NH 03244
*********************************************************
Please send messages of healing to Pip Adams who is recovering from knee surgery.
Pip Adams, 13 Greystone Way, Manchester, NH 03104

News and Events at First Congregational Church
Announcements by Rev. Barbara Papagian
*This Week's Happenings*
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•

Rev. Carolyn Keilig will lead Worship at 10:00 am this Sunday, November 21, 2021.
Her sermon is titled, "Abundant Blessings". Selma Naccach-Hoff will be the
Scripture Reader.

•

The "Morning Watch Prayers" continue on Facebook every Monday thru Thursday
at 9:00 am, led by Rev. Barbara Papagian and Peter Perich.

•

The Outreach Committee will meet on Tuesday, November 23rd on Zoom at 6:30
pm.

•

The Church Office will be closed on Thursday, November 25th and Friday,
November 26th in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday.

•

On Sunday, November 28th, Worship Service will be lead by Rev. Carolyn Keilig
and her sermon is titled "The Days are Surely Coming". Dan McKenney will be the
Scripture Reader and the Sacrament of Communion will be offered during the
service.

*Future and Ongoing Happenings*
•

The Senior Fellowship Board's Christmas & 60th Anniversary Luncheon at the
Manchester Country Club will be on Tuesday, December 7th at 12:00 pm (social
hour begins at 11:00 am with lunch served at 12 noon).

•

The Blue Christmas Service of Comfort & Remembrance is on Monday, December
13th at 7PM - A special worship service for those who are experiencing pain or
loss during the holidays. We want you to know that you are not alone. Join with
others on Monday, December 13th at 7pm in the Chapel, as we acknowledge each
other’s sadness, while affirming the life-giving presence of God.

•

Home for the Holidays - Live streaming during Advent and Christmas: Family and
friends not able to travel to your home this Christmas? Has the pandemic kept you
from enjoying worship at FCC? The Church Council is working on making it
possible to livestream our services throughout the holidays, with the hope to
continue into the new year. Stay tuned for updates to come.

•

Audio Copies of Worship Services Available! We are doing cd recordings of the
services like we did before the pandemic, so if you would like to receive the cd of
the service, call me and we will deliver one to you every week or if you are unable
to attend church on occasion, we can make an audio cd for you! - Rev. Barbara
Papagian (603-625-5093 x23)

Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
"Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful." Colossians 4:2

*SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP SERVICES*
* Masks are strongly urged to protect every one, following CDC recommendations.
* Social distancing indoors should be practiced. (Feel free to greet one
another outdoors)
* If ramp access is needed, please ring the bell.
* Offerings may be left in the box located in the narthex and in plates by the exit
doors.
* Hand sanitizer and wipes will be available.
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* People may seat themselves in open pews. Please do not sit in the pews marked
with an “X”.
* The Cradle Room is available but not staffed.
* We look forward to seeing everyone but urge you not to congregate inside the
building at this time.
* If you are diagnosed with Covid-19 and had recently visited FCC, please notify a
pastor and see CDC guidelines. (https://www.health.nd.gov)
- Thank you, The ReOpening Task Force, 10/21/21 -

WORDLES!
Word puzzles that are made up of a series of cryptic letters, words and patterns
which, when combined, represent a common word or phrase!
Can you figure them out?. . .
*Kindly Submitted by Karen Hawver*
ANSWERS FROM 11/5 FRIDAY LINK EDITION BELOW

"Top banana"
"Broken promise"

"Excuse me"

First Congregational Church
508 Union Street
Manchester, N.H. 03104
Office Phone: (603) 625-5093
Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
www.FCCManchesterNH.org
Photo: FCC Staff celebrate Rev. Carolyn Keilig's birthday!
(11/7/21)
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