First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship
October 3, 2021 10:00 AM
World Communion Sunday
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Amazing Grace with “Un Sospiro” by Franz Liszt
– arr. Joel Raney

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adam Peithmann

Rev. Barbara Papagian

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

SERMON

Rev. Carolyn Keilig

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Pip Adams

Genesis 2:18-23; Mark 8:14-21

We were created in relationship and for relationship.
We are created for community!
God knew it was not right for us to be alone.
We are created for community!
Through Jesus Christ, God entered into human relationship with us.
We are created for community!
We rejoice in our unity with all humanity.
We are created for community

*COMMUNION HYMN NO. 386

We Come as Guests Invited

CALL TO COMMUNION AND WORDS OF REMEMBERING
PRAYER OF BLESSING
SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP
(a Deacon will invite you forward pew by pew; please remove your mask after you have
received the elements)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
God-made-flesh, Bone of our bone, we confess that we think we can go it alone. We
try to do it all, and in doing so, we neglect the gifts you have given us, especially the
relationships you created us for. Jesus Christ, you who lived in a human body, call
us again into community. Remind us that in you we are one. Re-awaken in us a
respect for one another, and celebrate with us the diversity within that unity. May
it be so now and forever. Amen.

Thank you, God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus: for gladness in this bread and cup, for
love that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy in the company of friends,
for the glory of creation, and for the mission of justice you have made our own. Give us
the gifts of this holy communion: oneness of heart, love for neighbors, forgiveness of
enemies, the will to serve you every day, and life that never ends. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION (Responsive)
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
*OPENING HYMN NO. 655

Community of Christ

MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
PASTORAL PRAYER
OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
SILENT MEDITATION
LORD’S PRAYER

Room for All

Rev. Carolyn Keilig
Rev. Barbara Papagian

Leader: As you leave this sacred space, live out your connection with one another,
knowing that all humanity is bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, one world in
communion with one another.
And may God be your defender and provider;
May Christ Jesus give you strength and courage;
and may the Holy Spirit make you rich in faith
and loving and merciful in action.
People: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Amen.

POSTLUDE

March for Joyous Occasions – C. Alexander Peloquin

During these challenging times, we gratefully accept your financial offering to support Christ's
mission in the heart of our city. Your gift may be left in any of the offering plates located at
the exits.
*You are invited to stand if you wish.

First Congregational Church

The communion liturgy is adapted from Holy Communion for World Communion Sunday
October 3, 2021 by Rev. Maren Tirabassi, ©giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com

*********************************************
SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Genesis 2:18-23
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper
as his partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and
to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a
helper as his partner.
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this
one was taken.”
Mark 8:14-21
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in
the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and the yeast of Herod.” They said to one another, “It is because we have no bread.” And
becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do
you still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to
see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five
loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” They
said to him, “Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken
pieces did you collect?” And they said to him, “Seven.” Then he said to them, “Do you not yet
understand?”
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