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Weekly Inspirational Words
Life is about change. Sometimes it's painful. Sometimes it's beautiful.
But most of the time, it's both.
-Lana LangWhat a gorgeous picture of a rainbow. Rainbows are mentioned a
few times in the Bible and the best known one is in Genesis as a
sign of God's covenant with Noah and all creatures on the earth.
When I was in high school I was a Rainbow Girl, and I know there
are others in the congregation who were also Rainbow Girls. It is
an organization for young women which teaches leadership
qualities and instills the qualities of helping others and respecting
all people, no matter what race or culture, or sexual orientation.
I gained a lot of confidence in myself and developed some
leadership qualities in this organization, and my last year of
eligibility, I was Worthy Advisor for the state of Massachusetts.
Of course rainbows can be whimsical and remind us of leprechauns and pots of gold.
Rainbows are beautiful and diverse and whenever you see one, remember that it is a sign of God's
Covenant to care for us always.
-Rev. Barbara Papagian-
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"God said, 'This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations; I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth.'" Genesis 9:12-13
Photo: Rainbow over Lake Winnipesaukee

*June Deacon's Byline*
In this monthly feature, you will find a short story, poem, Bible verse or
inspirational quote that has been meaningful to our Deacons.

The 10 Essentials of Why I'm a Trailhead Steward
by Sam Knowles
When hiking there are 10 essentials every hiker should have before heading out on a trail. These are
good footwear, map/compass, water, high energy food, layered clothing/rain gear, safety items, first aid
kit, a multi purpose tool/knife, sun protection and space blanket for shelter if needed.
As with most newly retired, in 2012 I was looking for an outlet that captured my love of hiking and the
outdoors. I came across the White Mountain National Forest Trailhead and Backcountry Steward
Programs developed by John Marunowski, NH WMNF Recreational Specialist, for Trail and Wilderness.
He developed this program to ensure hikers of all levels and abilities can continue to enjoy their hike
rather than becoming another casualty and rescue call out.
Below are the 10 essential reasons why I knew this was the volunteer opportunity for me:
1. WMNF Trail stewards promote responsible enjoyment and protection of public land.
2. Trailhead stewards also promote the "Hike Safe" hiker Responsibility Code.
3. My love of the White Mountains was fostered over 72 years ago during family camping trips to White
Ledge Campground in Albany, NH.
4. My oldest brother Bob introduced me to hiking.
5. As a member of the Arlington, MA. Boy Scout Troop #306, I had numerous opportunities to learn and
partake in many outdoor activities.
6. In 1965 I joined the Appalachian Mt Club and took their mountain leadership course where I learned to
appreciate not only the beauty of the mountains but also the need to prepare for the journey. The AMC’s
4000 Foot Club led me on my quest to hike all 48 4K mountains in NH.
7. As hiking director for the Boston YMCA’s Camp Union in Greenfield, NH, I planned and led hikes
throughout New Hampshire.
8. In 1973 while hiking Pine Mt, Ruth and I discovered Horton Center. Little did we know then the
importance Horton Center would be in our family life. Worshipping at Chapel Rock is to see God’s beauty
on display.
9. My most treasured memories are hiking with family and friends over these past 60 years.
10. I urge you to support the WMNF and NH Fish and Game by being a responsible hiker with purchasing
a Safe Hike Card. These funds help their search and rescue efforts to save lives. Whether it is a walk on
a community trail or a hike across the White Mts. Presidential Range, may you enjoy all the hiking
opportunities that NH has to offer.

*Join us for Weekly Trivia*
With Pip Adams!
This week's Questions
1. In Texas, it is illegal to swear in front of what?
2. In Georgia, it is illegal to eat what with a fork?
3. The first hockey pucks used in early outdoor hockey games were made of what?

Answers from Last Week. . .
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1. Why couldn't the bicycle get out of bed? . . . It was too tired.
2. In Florida, only on Sundays, it is illegal for a single woman to do what? . . . Skydive
3. Johnny Depp is famously afraid of what? . . . Clowns

A Note from Denise Beaurivage
Hello All! If you have not heard by now, the playground to honor the memory of our
grandson, Wesley Belisle, is ready to be built at Green Acres School here in
Manchester. The construction will start on Thursday, June 17th and will be finished
by Saturday, June 19th. Last week's Friday Link featured the story of the
playground.
How can you help? We would love it if you take out your cookbooks (or the new Church cookbook) and
bake some muffins or breakfast breads for the “Army” of playground builders (75-100) who will be on site
each day. They would enjoy having homemade muffins /breads for their morning breaks (any flavor
banana, choc chip, blueberry, apple, etc).
Once you bake your goodies, please individually wrap each one. Maybe slice the bread slices a little
thicker before wrapping. You can start baking now, give me a call, text or email and we can make
arrangements to get them to me so I can freeze them until the 17th.
If you are interested, please let me know.
Thank you very much, Denise (cell/text 714-5023 or email beau.de@comcast.net)

*You are invited to join us!*
Next Saturday, June 19th is the Queen City Pride
Festival at Arms Park from Noon to 6:00 pm!
First Congregational Church will be represented at the Festival
with the Open and Affirming Committee hosting a booth.
*We invite you to join in the day by attending or volunteering in
our booth!*
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Carol Soucy
603-591-6387 or carolsoucy@comcast.net. You may also call Lauren Henderson in the church
office (625-5093) or sign-up on the church office window.
We appreciate the involvement and assistance offered by the Membership Committee. They have
prepared print give-aways and FCC labeled water bottles to distribute that day.
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Join hands to share the good news of our FCC faith community!

First Congregational Church 2021 Scholarships Announced!
The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the Church Scholarships for
2021. Funding for our scholarships this year is possible because of the FCC
Scholarship Fund, the William P. McGuiness Scholarship Fund , the Virginia Smith
Scholarship Bequest, and the Gordon P. Woolner Scholarship Bequest. We are very
pleased to make these awards.
FCC Senior Scholarship Awards
Ethan Krueger & Garrison Gagnon
William P. McGuiness Award for a High School Senior
Ethan Lyons
Higher Education Awards
College Undergraduate Students: John Thornton, Margaret (Maggie) Thornton & Emma Green
Post Graduate Students: Jennifer Irving, Abby Curtis & James Irving
Congratulations to all of you!!! We wish you all the very best.
The Scholarship Committee
Peter Perich, Dawn Gagnon, Lucia Carlisle & Ellie Stetson

Picture Directory for First Congregational Church
By anyone’s account, it has been a long time since a pictorial
directory was prepared for our church – 15 years to be exact. The
Membership Team is pleased to let you know we are working on a
directory that will be distributed this fall. Our 2021 Picture Directory
will be a much less formal project, not something where portraits are taken and you can then order prints
from the portrait company. Our intent is to make a simple directory using pictures we take of ourselves so
that we can put a face to a name.
Here’s how it will work. Starting June 14th, we are asking Members and Friends of First Church to take
their own “selfie” pictures and email them to Lauren Henderson in the church office at:
LHenderson@FCCManchesterNH.org
Pictures can be of individuals, couples, or families – it’s up to you. If you have problems with this
approach, such as an older cell phone or no cell phone at all – you can stop by the church office from 10
to noon during June or July and Lauren or Linda will gladly take your picture. Just give them a call to let
them know you are coming at 625-5093. If that is not convenient for you – please call Bill Jones at 603860-1236 to discuss coming to your home to take the picture.
If you do not wish to have your picture in the Picture Directory – that’s fine – just drop Bill Jones an email
to tell him you are not interested – wjones0615@comcast.net
When the directory is finished, we will ask people to pick up a copy during worship or at the church office,
as this will save us the expense of having to mail them out. The Membership Team will also help in
delivering the directories to those people who cannot pick them up.
Your cooperation in making this project a reality is most appreciated!
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*BOOK DRIVE UPDATE*
Thanks to everyone for your generous donations of books for the Elliot Hospital
Book Drive!
We received 70 books and Outreach will be tripling the number so the total to be
donated is 210! Again, thanks to everyone who participated and made this
wonderful event such a success.

Women’s Connection just completed our 9th
Mystery Ride on Saturday June 5, 2021. There were
15 ladies in 6 cars traveling to Bedrock Gardens in
Lee, NH.
Everyone arrived at 8:30 am in the church driveway to meet and
greet each other and deliver 114 food items for the food pantry. A
BIG THANK YOU to Rev. Barbara Papagian for making a special
trip to church to unlock the door so the food could be put inside
before leaving on the mystery ride. Marsha Neubert and Carol
Ann Howe each brought in 15 items which was the top number. Thank you ladies!
The drivers were excited and waiting patiently for the directions to our first destination, Bedrock Gardens.
Once the drivers knew where to go everyone got in the cars for a 9:15 am departure. We arrived in the
parking lot at 10:00 am and were greeted by the friendly volunteers who are the heart and soul of how the
Gardens operate. It is a nonprofit and is financed by admissions, donations, grants, and memberships. A
little history of the Gardens... It was an abandoned dairy farm when purchased from Annie Piper in 1980
by Jill Nooney and Bob Munger. They designed, built, and maintained the garden themselves until the
Friends of Bedrock Gardens was formed. The sculptures on the property are Jill Nooney’s (with a few
exceptions). If interested visit bedrockgardens.org to learn more.
We had fabulous weather for walking through the beautiful gardens and viewing the sculptures. Every
where you turned there was another picture that had to be taken. Maybe of a pond, a waterfall, or a tea
house, the beautiful scenery was endless.
Once everyone returned to the entrance, the drivers were given the second set of directions to our lunch
destination, The Beach Plum in Epping, NH. If you are yearning for a lobster roll and ice cream this is the
place to go. It was wonderful to be out with each other and to catch up on lost time while enjoying the
delicious food and, the ice cream was to die for!
From here we headed back to Manchester to rest after a busy day. Time to plan for next year!
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Father's Day Tools for Church World Service
Today is the deadline!
Father's Day is Sunday, June 20th - honor your father and paternal
caregivers with $10 donations to the Church World Service Father’s
Day Tools Fund.
Donations may be sent to the church office by mail or in person. Find the
order form by clicking HERE or pick up a printed copy in the church office,
and return it today, June 11th!
Please consider emailing a photo of your loved one to Adam Peithmann to be included in the Father's
Day Online Worship Service. Click HERE to use the free and easy wetransfer.com service to send your
photos to Adam electronically.

Memory Garden Update!
From Liz Verity
What a wonderful Team we had to work in the memory Garden on May 24th.
Larry Dearborn donated and delivered the bark mulch, and the team worked hard not only in the memory
garden but all the church gardens. Bill Jones edged the lawns while others weeded and spread the
mulch. Many thanks to Larry Dearborn, Karen Hawver, Bill Jones, Pam LeBlanc, Steve Payne, Peter
Perich, Kathy Nelson, Sokhom Sar, Carol Valavane and advisor, Dick Jarvis.
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"Movie Club" will be taking a break for the rest of June and
July, and will resume our movie discussions on Friday,
August 6th at 9:30 am on Zoom, discussing "The Help"!
If you would like to join us, we meet via zoom, so call Rev. Barbara
Papagian at the church office (625-5093) to be included on the invitation
list. We will be voting via email for the movie to watch each week, so let me
know if you are interested. Also, if you have any suggestions for
appropriate movies, let me know. Feel free to join in all sessions or just the
ones that interest you.
Have fun watching movies, eating popcorn, and joining in the movie discussion with some fun people!

*Sending Cards to Members and Friends*
Please send get well soon messages to Sam Knowles who is recovering from recent
surgery.
Sam Knowles, 5 Clay Street, Hooksett, NH 03106

News and Events at First Congregational Church
Announcements by
Rev. Barbara Papagian
*This Week's Happenings*
•

Rev. Kevin Pleas will lead Sunday Worship at 10:00 am on Facebook this Sunday,
June 13, 2021. His sermon is titled, "The Inner Rainbow" and Karen Hawver will be
the Scripture Reader. This is Pride Month Sunday with a special reading of our
Open and Affirming Covenant.

•

Rev. Kevin continues to host the "9:10 Morning Watch" each Monday thru
Thursday morning on Facebook Live at 9:10 am.

•

The Open and Affirming Committee will meet on Sunday, June 13th at 1:00 pm and
the Stewardship Committee will meet on Monday, June 14th at 6:00 pm. Meetings
are currently held on Zoom.

•

Rev. Papagian will be on vacation next week, Monday, June 14th through Sunday,
June 20th.

*Future and Ongoing Happenings*
•

Sunday, June 27th and Sunday, July 11th are planned "in-person" Worship
Services. Please read our *Reopening Information* listed below. It will be updated
each week.

•

Worship Service hours remain at 10:00 am on Sunday for the remainder of 2021.

•

Please note summer church office hours: M-TH from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Fridays
9:00 am to 12 Noon.

Rev. Barbara Papagian, Associate Pastor bpapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
"Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy
with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;..." Psalm 37:7
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*REOPENING INFORMATION*
As we prepare to open our building for Worship Services, we want to share the
protocols/logistics being discussed by the Church Reopening Task Force. These
details are subject to change and we will be updating them as we get closer to
Sunday, June 27th - our tentative soft opening.
●

Advance reservations are needed for contact tracing and can be made by
calling the church office (625-5093) Monday-Thursday.
●
●

Entry is through the center Narthex doors ONLY.
●

●
●

Families/Units can sit together in a pew.

Upon entry, please check name with greeter.

Exiting is through the pulpit door (side door adjacent to altar) ONLY.
If handicap access is needed, please convey this when making reservations.

●
●

Collection box will be located in the narthex and near the exit door.
There will be limited access to upstairs bathroom; no downstairs access.
●
●

Hand sanitizer and wipes will be available.

Ushers will hand out bulletins to those entering the sanctuary.
●
People can seat themselves in open pews.

●

No child care or Church School but the Nursery is available.
●

Masks are required. Vaccinations are strongly urged.

The Manchester Choral Society will have an outdoor concert at Stark Park on June 26th and June
27th! There will be choral pieces and a number of solos and small group performances.

8

FCC's own Michelle Harrington, Susan Wilkes and Elizabeth Blood will be performing!

WORDLES!
Word puzzles that are made up of a series of cryptic letters, words and patterns
which, when combined, represent a common word or phrase!
Can you figure them out?. . .
*Kindly Submitted by Karen Hawver*

First Congregational Church
508 Union Street
Manchester, N.H. 03104
Office Phone: (603) 625-5093
Church Office Email: BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org
www.FCCManchesterNH.org
Photo: Rev. Barbara Papagian with her ordination certificate, June 2021

9

