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I know that my redeemer lives, 
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 

—Job 19:25 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Throughout the long years of my ministry, I’ve always found it 
interesting to think about what people do and don’t respond 
to. Every Sunday, I’m called upon to take passages from our 
scriptures and try to make them understandable in the con-
text of our modern lives. Doing this, week in and week out, it 
doesn’t take long to discover that some topics are better ap-
preciated than others. Hardly anybody likes it when I talk 
about politics, for instance, although what is and is not politi-
cal is very much a matter of opinion. People generally enjoy 
hearing that God is loving and forgiving but resist the notion 
that love and forgiveness might apply to “undeserving” peo-
ple. Human psychology is often a winner, so long as we don’t 
stray too deeply into moral purity. And it’s always important 
to honor the seasonal round of holidays with messages that 
uphold our precious traditions. Over the years I’ve become so 
attuned to the likes and dislikes of certain subjects that I can 
fairly confidently predict how a given sermon is going to be 
received. 
 

Lately though, it’s become more difficult. I would not, for in-
stance, have predicted the relative lack of response to my last 
two sermons, speaking about the resurrection. I’m not criti-
cizing, you understand. And neither am I fishing for compli-
ments. Mostly, I’m just curious. Preaching to a camera has 
made it awfully hard to judge how any particular message is 
going over. Preachers these days have come to rely on the 
release of hearts and thumb’s-up symbols along the right 
edge of our screens for our sense of approval. It’s a bit pa-
thetic really. But we do shape our ministries according to the 
feedback we receive, and that makes it important to stay in 
touch as best we can. What I’ve found myself wondering, is 
whether or not the message of the resurrection itself it … 
relatable. 

With these thoughts in mind, I came across an article on April 
10th by Ross Douthat called, “Can the Meritocracy Find God?” 
He was reflecting on the recent report from Gallup that less 
than half of the American population now claims any mem-
bership in a church, synagogue or mosque. “The fall has been 
swift: From 70 percent in 1999 to 47 percent in 2020.” Douthat 
is very open about his Christianity and I’ve enjoyed his reflec-
tions over the years. Like us, he is concerned about our future, 
and trying to understand how to turn these declines around. 
In this particular piece, he suggests that the key might lie in 
changing the attitudes of what he calls “the intelligentsia;” the 
“elite-university-educated population…” These people have 
largely turned away from the church, he suggests, partly be-
cause we don’t always practice what we preach, and partly 
because they have bought into an “anti-supernaturalism … 
which regards strong religious belief as fundamentally anti-
rational, miracles as superstition, the idea of a personal God 
as so much wishful thinking.” 
 

My friends, this could easily be a very long conversation. But 
suffice it to say, on the first point, that of course we cannot 
expect people to be attracted to a Christianity that we our-
selves don’t live up to. Practicing what we preach is one of our 
most effective forms of advertising, and much as we may not 
always be aware of it, people really are watching. They really 
will know we are Christians by the quality or our love. 
 

And on the second point, we may certainly take pride in our 
rationality. It is, after all, one of God’s many gifts to us. But if it 
leads us to reject the miraculous transcendence of God, we 
are in trouble. Part of our job is to affirm that the spiritual 
dimension is actually real; that our lives are moved, uplifted 
and guided by a Holy Spirit we cannot see or touch, but which 
is nonetheless present. And there is no greater expression of 
transcendence than the resurrection. Like it or not, the empty 
tomb on Easter morning must inform our lives and our minis-
tries, or we will cease to be the church in any meaningful 
sense.  
 

Certainly, we should not believe merely because it might be 
good for our future. But make no mistake; the resurrection is 
the keystone of our faith. We can’t remove it without the en-
tire structure falling apart. Which is why it is so important to 
approach Easter in an open hearted, open minded way; even 
in these doubtful times. 
 

Yours in Grace, 
Rev. Kevin 

Ripples &  



 

 

 

Meow, Meow, Meow, Meow.   Oops, sorry.  I am now living 
with six cats in my house, so there is a lot of cat talk in my life.  
There were eight cats, but we rehomed two of them, so now 
there are six.  There is Mayonnaise, Cricket, Emmet, Gabriel, 
Taco, and Gracie. 
 

Gracie is my cat and she is not happy that other cats have come 
to try to claim her territory.  There has been a lot of growling 
and hissing coming out of her lately, but so far no fights. 
 

I am happy to have Ted and Autumn back in New Hampshire.  
Autumn is a good cook and is very helpful around the house.  
Ted got a job right away so that is good.  He had many job 
offers, so if you or anyone you know need a job….there are jobs 
out there. 
 

The housing market is really bad for buyers right now, so we 
decided to have a contractor come in and finish a couple of 
rooms in the basement, because it looks as though the tribe 
will be living with me for a long time.  This renovation will give 
us all more privacy and add value to the house, so it is a               
winning situation. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I am really looking forward to 
Spring and Summer.  The few warm days that we have had I 
opened my windows and enjoyed breathing in the fresh air and 
airing out my house.  I didn’t let COVID get me down.  I still 
worked and took classes and did chair exercises with Deren.  
He is a cute little man from Minnesota, I think, who is so full of 
energy, I am just waiting for him to explode.  He has an online 
program for us old people.  We do chair exercises and he does 
a lot with balance exercises.  And he never stops talk-
ing….yelling at us to keep moving!  
 

I know there are people out there that have been negatively 
affected by COVID, especially with depression.  My heart goes 
out to all of you and I pray that you will get the help that you 
need.  We are starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel, 
so hang in there.  Know that God is with us all and wants to 
hear from us.  Pray, pray, and pray.  Even if you get a little an-
gry.  God wants to hear and help.  The help may not be when 
and what you want, but trust that God knows best. 
 

“God is our refuge and strength.”  Psalm 46:1 
 

Barbara “Meow” Papagian 
Director of Parish Care     

Send Barbara your Prayer Requests by 
Thursday each week to be included in 

the Sunday Worship Service. 
BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org 

 

 

   
 

 · Mon., May 3rd 6:30PM—Deacons’ Board Meeting 
 · Tues., May 4th 6:30PM—Membership Committee 
 · Weds., May 5th 7PM—Outreach Committee Meeting  
 · Mon., May 10th 6PM—Stewardship Committee  
 · Tues., May 11th 1PM—Connecting the Congregation 
 · Tues., May 11th 6PM—Church Council Meeting  
 · Mon., May 17th 6:30PM—Church Trustees’ Meeting 
 · Weds., May 19th 6:00PM—Reopening Task Force 
 · Sun., May 23rd 1PM—Open & Affirming Committee 
  

 · TBA: CYM & Teachers’ Meetings   

*May Committee Meetings Announced* 
All meetings currently held on Zoom  

SUNDAY, MAY 16TH 
Barbara Papagian’s Ordination Service! 
 

My Ordination is only a few weeks away 
and I am excitedly preparing for it with 
the help of a UCC Tech team. 
We are working out the logistics of doing 
it on zoom and I think it will be meaning-
ful.  There will be music from Adam and 
maybe a couple of our beloved choir 
members.  Some of the people who have 
supported me and helped me since I first 

started this long journey will be taking part, as well as my sister 
and brother-in-law who have been at my side through all of my 
ups and downs. 
You are all invited to attend via zoom on May 16th at 3:00.   
Let me or the church office know you would like to attend and 
we will send you the zoom invitation. 
I am so humbled to be serving you all at our beloved First            
Congregational Church and I promise to keep loving you,                 
honoring you, and caring for you as your Associate Pastor after 
May 16th. 
Blessings and thanks to you all. 
 

Barbara Papagian, Director of Parish Care 

Please note that the 
Church Office will be closed 

Monday, May 31st in  
observance of the  

Memorial Day Holiday! 

The Hillsborough Association  
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, May 2nd at 3PM on ZOOM 
Please visit nhcucc.org for more information. 

Senior Moments 
With Barbara Papagian  



 

    News from FCC Outreach 
   May 2021 

We appreciate your            
continued support of our 
community food pantry! 

Items we always need:  
boxed milk, peanut butter, canned 
meats, dry pasta and pasta sauce, 
canned pasta, canned vegetables, 
soup, cereal bars, boxed cereal, 

pudding cups, crackers, oatmeal, 
fruit cups or canned fruit.  

(cans with pop tops are especially great!) 

 
 
 

 
 

This year’s Mother’s Day  
Blanket Sunday is May 9th! 

Friday, April 30th is the deadline to get your 
donations to the church office for the  

Mother’ Day  Blankets. Send in donation 
form found on our website or call the church 

office (625-5093). Submit a picture of your loved one to Adam to 
be included in the Mother’s Day Online Worship Service.  

 
 

Father’ Day Tools Sunday  
is June 20th! 

If you would like to give a donation in 
honor of a father or paternal figure, 

please see the donation form on the last 
page of this newsletter. Please fill it out 
and return to the church office by June 

11th. If you would like to include a picture 
of the loved one you honored with your donation, please send it 

to Adam Peithmann. It will be included in the Father’s Day 
Online Worship Service. 

“Children are made readers on the laps of their 
parents.” - Emilie Buchwald 

 
The Outreach Committee is  

sponsoring a children’s book drive to 
benefit the Elliot Hospital's family/

children outreach  
program.  This program provides 
free NEW BOOKS to families of        

children from birth to age 5 to foster 
reading and learning skills.   

 
 

Follow these easy steps to participate; 

• Purchase a NEW BOOK suitable for ages birth - age 5.   

• Drop off the book to the church office. 

• If ordering a book online, have the book sent to the 
church.  Address to: 

 Outreach Committee 
 First Congregational Church 

 508 Union Street 
 Manchester, NH 03104 

 

Outreach Matching Grant: 
For every book donated the Outreach 
Committee will purchase 2 new books. 

 

The Outreach Committee is excited to partner with the Elliot 
Hospital as we look forward to finding different ways to  

extend our community outreach. 
 

“A book is a gift you can open again and again”  
- Garrison Keillor 

*Children’s Book Drive for Elliot Hospital*  
May 9th - June 6th, 2021 

Friday Link Submissions Needed! 
We are looking for your stories, photos, 

favorite poems, appropriate jokes,        
favorite bible passages, book recs., etc.! 

Please consider contributing to our               
Friday Link Newsletter. You can remain 

anonymous, too, if you’d like. Email your 
submissions to Barbara at  

BPapagian@fccmanchesternh.org.   



 

 

The Story of My Stole 
By Reverend Kevin Pleas 

 

We had a question recently about 
one of the stoles I sometimes wear 

for worship. If you don’t know, a 
stole is the colorful band of cloth 

worn around the neck and draping 
down over the front of a minister’s 
robe. They are often made in colors 

corresponding to the seasonal                
colors of the church calendar, but 
are also made to symbolize other 

stories and events in the life of the church.  
 

The stole in the above photo was made specifically as the                 
official stole of the United Church of Christ 25th General               

Synod, held in Atlanta Georgia in July of 2005. I was there as a                      
delegate from the Midcoast Association of the Maine                          

Conference. The Synod was most notable because of a                      
resolution passed that year in support of Same Sex Marriage. 

With that vote, the UCC became the first denomination to   
formally adopt such a resolution. I bought the stole as a way of 

commemorating what, for me, was one of the proudest                       
experiences of my ministry.  

Children & Youth Ministries 
News 

 

Updated Church Bulletin Boards!  

FCC Meal Train 

Outreach Committee 

Children & Youth Ministry 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank 
you so very much to the many church members for their cards, 
phone calls, food and support during a very difficult time this 
winter.  My fusion back surgery was successful, but getting 
back to normal will take more time.  
 

I miss seeing you all, but in the meantime keep the faith we 
will be together and singing this Fall! 
Take care,  Wylene 

Special message of thanks from Wylene Fuller! 

Horton Center 
News!  

It's also that time of year to 
start thinking about                  

summer camp. The Horton 
Center, Faith-Based Camp 
and Retreat Center, will be 
back to in-person camp this 

summer and is offering 5 
weeks of camp to choose 

from! Scholarships are available if you are interested. To learn 
more, visit www.hortoncenter.org or reach out to Kelda at 

KYork@fccmanchesternh.org for information!  

http://www.hortoncenter.org/


 

 

  

Join Rev. Kevin for the “9:10 Morning Watch”  
Monday through Thursday Mornings 

On Facebook Live www.Facebook.com/
FCCManchester 

Bulletins for the “9:10 Morning Watch” are available 
on our website under News & Events and then,  

Sunday Bulletins 

 Women’s Connection News 
  Spring 2021 

Women’s Connection had a Zoom  
BINGO Gathering on April 20th.  

The date misses the May Window                 
deadline so everyone will have to be in 

suspense on who the BINGO Queen 
will be. It will be announced in the  

Friday Link on April 23rd.  
 
 

 
 

We will be taking the 
month of May off to allow 

enough time to plan for 
the Ninth Annual Mystery 

Ride! 
The date will be June 5th. 
Keep your eye out for more information about this exciting WC 

event to be published soon! 
 

Women’s Connection raised a total of 
$205.00 ($75 from WC funds plus $130                     

contributions from friends of WC) to the 
Memory Garden in memory of Eldena 
Lard, Deana Dubois and Pam Pleas —

three ladies who were very active with                    
Women’s Connection. Thank you to all 

who contributed!  
 

 
 

With Mother’s Day just around 
the corner, maybe a Women’s                  

Connection “Bon Appetit”  
Cookbook would be the perfect 

gift for Mom! 
Give Lauren in the front office a 

call (625-5093) and she can                   
arrange a pick-up time. The cost 

of each book is $12.50. There are 
only 19 cookbooks left in stock! 

The Women’s Connection Mission Statement: 
The Women’s Connection offers opportunities for the 
women and friends of First Congregational Church to                
experience social time together, to build connections, 

and to strengthen friendships. We seek to encourage and       
support one another as we journey through life together 

at every season of our lives. All adult women are                
welcome to join us for whatever event interests them.  

Our activities are varied and have included outings, 
crafts, spiritual reflections, hiking and volunteering in the 

local community…something for everyone. 

 

PALM PICK-UP 
SATURDAY, APRIL 3RD, 

2021 



 

 

  

As we celebrate our 2021 high school graduates and 
recognize all members of our church community 
who are continuing their higher education, the 
Scholarship Committee announces the request for 
applications. 
 

Over the years, many of our church members have given funds 
to provide scholarships for our seniors as they graduate from 
high school to help them with their upcoming higher education 
expenses. In recent years, First Congregational Church’s                
Scholarship Fund has been blessed by substantial bequests 
from long time members, including Virginia Smith and more 
recently, Gordon P. Woolner in late 2016.   Such bequests have 
enabled the Committee to not only increase the amount of 
scholarships awarded but to increase the outreach of its 
awards. 
 
 

If you are a 2021 high school graduate, a church member 
starting out on a new career that requires further education, or 
in the process of attaining a postgraduate degree or certificate, 
we encourage you to apply. 
 

The First Congregational Scholarships are: 
 

The Senior Scholarship 
This award may be given to deserving students and will depend 
upon the student’s potential for new education, activity in the 
church, academic record, and future plans.  Official school               
transcripts are required. 
 

The Beth Jenkins Ernest Scholarship Award 
The Award may be given to a graduating high school senior 
young woman who shows high potential for new education, 
activity in the church, academic record, and future plans.                    
Official school transcripts are required. An essay of 300 words is 
also required in response to the following question: How do I 
intend to express the values of First Congregational Church in 
my future career?  The recipient will present her essay to the 
congregation on Scholarship Sunday. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The William P 
McGuiness Scholarship Award 
The Award may be given to a graduating high school senior 
young man who shows high potential for new education,                   
activity in the church, academic record, and future plans.                  
Official school transcripts are required. An essay of 300 words        
is also required in response to the following question: How                   
do I intend to express the values of First Congregational                   
Church in my future career?  The recipient will present his                  
essay to the congregation on Scholarship Sunday. 
 

A New Chapter Award 
This award is reserved for active church members who may 
decide to take a new road in life, to enter a “new chapter.”  
Perhaps this new pathway may be to pursue new schooling           
or enter a new career that requires further education.  
 

The Higher Education Award 
This award may be given to students who have graduated from 
high school who are continuing their education, whether or not 
they have received a Church Scholarship in the past. The intent 
of this award is to support our church members as they                 
continue to pursue their education either at college                     
undergraduate or postgraduate level or in pursuit of certificate 
jobs training programs. Students will be asked to respond to an 
essay question about how their foundation from FCC has      
affected their college careers and why/what they are doing and 
planning to do as they move forward. 
 

If you are interested in applying for any of the scholarships 
please let us know, and we will provide you with the                          
appropriate Scholarship Application. Please be aware that First 
Congregational Church's Scholarship program is a merit-based 
program for members of the church as of the application                    
deadline. 
 

For further questions please feel welcome to ask a committee 
member.  Written applications are to be delivered to the church 
office addressed to the attention of the Scholarship Committee 
chair no later than May 15, 2021. 
 

We will celebrate all of our 2020 high school graduates and    
recognize members of our Church community who are           
continuing their higher education on June 6, 2021. 
Scholarships and Awards will be given on that Sunday. 
 

Ellie Stetson, Chair 
Peter Perich 
Lucia Carlisle 
Dawn Gagnon 

   Church Scholarships for 2021 

All Scholarship Applications should be submitted by 
May 15, 2021. 



 

 

Help us keep the Church Directory current in 2021!                                             
Please check the latest Directory to be sure we have your             

correct contact information!                                                            
*Would you like to add your cell phone number?*                      

Cell phones have the benefit of text  
messaging!  

  Email any changes to Linda at 
LBonetti@fccmanchesternh.org OR  

Lauren in the front office at  
LHendersonfcc@yahoo.com 

    Please include if you prefer to receive the 
Church Window via an email attachment.  

“Let’s Talk Faith and Race” 
A Recap of Interfaith Women of 
New Hampshire’s March Event 

 

Our Spring 2021 Zoom event was held 
on March 22nd and drew an audience of 

over 50 participants! 
Much has happened in our world to raise 

questions and concerns about how we 
interact and respond to each other as people of faith. Our 

program, ‘Let’s Talk Faith and Race’, brought guidance to us 
from leaders of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim faiths. 

Featured speakers were: 
Rabbi Beth Davidson: Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester  
Robert Dunn Esq: Roman Catholic Diocese of Manchester  

James McKim: Episcopal Church of Manchester 
Beyza Sariaydin: Turkish Cultural Center of Connecticut 

IWNH Leadership Committee is grateful to the NH Council of 
Churches and to the Turkish Cultural Center of Connecticut 

who have provided access to these prerecorded videos.  
Participants in the event were invited to continue the pro-

gram with discussion in virtual breakout rooms, each lead by 
a member of the IWNH’s Leadership Team.  

We thank all from our church community who took part in 
these thoughtful discussions. 

Our Mission: To share religious beliefs, cultures, and                   
traditions among women of diverse faiths in order to                    

develop understanding and friendship among us and within 
our community. 

Friday Night Mini Concerts with 
Adam Peithmann 

On Facebook at 6PM 
 

The next performances will be 
held on Friday, April 30th and 

Friday, May 28th! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this fun take on our Bible/Book Study, we will discuss a movie we 
watched during the week. Each Friday we will choose the next movie to 

watch from a list we have made. 
If you would like to join us, we meet via zoom, so call Barbara Papagian 
at the church office (625-5093) to be included on the invitation list. We 

will be voting via email for the movie to watch each week, so let me 
know if you are interested. Also, if you have any suggestions for appro-
priate movies, let me know. Feel free to join in all sessions or just the 

ones that interest you. 
Have fun watching movies, eating popcorn, and joining in the movie 

discussion with some fun people! 

Join us for "Movie of the 
Week Club" at 9:30 am on  
Friday mornings on Zoom! 

Prayers through email and calls…. 
For a call, email, or Rev. Kevin’s  
IN THE SPIRIT blog, email him at  

RevKPleas508@gmail.com. Or call the 
office. Keep in touch with Barbara at 

         BPapagian@FCCManchesterNH.org 

EASTER ALTAR 2021 



 

 

Open & Affirming  
Committee News 
 

“We will tear down the walls! 
We will tear down every wall! 
God has called us, one and all. 
Christ has broken down the wall.” 

- From “Christ Has Broken Down the Wall” 
Mark Miller, © 2011 

 

We hope that you’ll join us for the upcoming event, Draw the 
Circle Wide: An Evening with Mark Miller on Sunday, May 23 at 
7 pm on Zoom, sponsored by FCC Music Ministry, Open and 
Affirming Committee, Outreach Committee, and the Church 
Council. Invitations have been shared with the congregation and 
a number of community organizations, including NH Conference 
UCC, the local NAACP, NH Guild of Organists, NH Choral                    
Directors, Manchester Choral Society, Interfaith Women, and St. 
Anselm's Racial Justice Group.  Registration is free and will open 
on May 1. See FCC website https://fccmanchesternh.org/  A 
Zoom link will be sent via email once you register. Email                       
reminders will be sent during the week leading up to the event.   
 

Mark Miller is well known as a worship leader, teacher,                          
composer, and performer of sacred music.  His anthem, “Christ 
Has Broken Down the Wall,” will be shared during worship on 
May 23. Don’t forget to listen to another of his most famous 
anthems, “I Believe” by following this Vimeo link:  https://
vimeo.com/297765602 . 

 

Committee members are  
collaborating with Pastor Kevin 
and the Deacons to include    
selected worship elements for 
the service on June 13 
(tentative), in observance 
of Pride Month.  We also have 
tentative plans to host a booth at the Queen City Pride                  
Festival, which will be held at Arms Park on Saturday, June 
19.  Plans will be contingent on the most updated public health 
information and guidelines. We will keep you posted about 
plans and volunteer opportunities for the festival, in FCC Friday 
Links and in the June Window. 
 

In keeping with the words of the Open and Affirming Covenant, 
our FCC faith community continues shared efforts to learn, 
grow, and live out Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation. 
Look for the committee’s “What We’re Reading and Watching” 
suggestions in upcoming editions of FCC Friday Link. You’re also 
invited to join in upcoming committee meetings, held monthly 
on Zoom, usually the fourth Sunday of the month. The next 
meeting is tentatively scheduled for May 23 at 1:00 pm. If  you 
would like to join us, please contact Carol Soucy  
carolsoucy@comcast.net  or (603) 591-6387. 
 

Open and Affirming Committee 
Elizabeth Blood, Jeanine Finefrock, Jeffrey Frye, Karen Hawver, 
John and Kathy Rowe, and Carol Soucy, Chair 

 

 Sponsored by: 
The First Congregational Church’s:  

Music Ministry, Open & Affirming  

Committee, Outreach Committee &  

Church Council 
 
 

First Congregational Church 

508 Union Street, Manchester, NH 03104  

603-625-5093 · FCCManchesterNH.org  

Facebook.com/FCCManchester 
 

            You are invited to a Zoom                              

        conversation and musical  

       presentation with church musician,  

      composer & educator, Mark Miller! 
 

Mark believes passionately that  
music can change the world. He  

also believes in Cornell West’s quote that 
‘Justice is what love looks like in public.’ 

His dream is that the music he composes, 
performs, teaches, and leads will inspire 

and empower people to create the beloved                      
community. Mark will lecture about his music and 
social justice topics. His presentation will include         

musical performance along with his  
personal story. Q&A session is 

 also planned. 

 When: 
 May 23rd at 7 pm 

 

 Where: 
 On Zoom! 

· All are Welcome!  
 

· Event is Free & Open to    
  the public. 
 

· Registration opens on                       
  May 1st! Go to: 
  FCCManchesterNH.org 

https://fccmanchesternh.org/
https://vimeo.com/297765602
https://vimeo.com/297765602
mailto:carolsoucy@comcast.net


 

 

 

Update: Hollows Community Garden  
I did hear from Mary Silva at FIT with the news 
that they are not planting the garden this year. 
FIT/new Horizons were hoping to get the water 
and electricity in, but it is not going to happen 

this year, so they only want to keep it clean 
and neat which will likely be a monthly clean up. 

 As soon as I get more info on the dates for cleanup I will send 
them out to you. I really enjoyed being out there last summer 
and will miss it this year. I do hope next year we will be able to 

help have an active garden. 
Please contact me (Liz Verity) at liz-v@comcast.net or call  

603-494-6785, if you have any questions . 

Senior Fellowship Luncheon Update! 

There will NOT be a Luncheon in 
May 2021 as we had originally 

planned. We want to give all of our 
seniors the chance to be                          

vaccinated before safely gathering 
again! The new date is set for 

Tuesday, December 7th, 2021 at 
the Manchester Country Club! 

FCC Meal Train  
We Deal in Smiles!!!!!!! 

 

A message for all our volunteers! . . .  

 

The Meal Train continues to:  
• Provide our “Spring Sunshine Bags” (soups, muffins and             

cookies ) to give a little TLC those who need an extra smile.   
• Write notes and birthday cards to seniors to keep in touch. 

• Spring flowers to give a smile in a different way. 
• We continue to provide a vegan meal once a week for Sue 

Curtis, as she navigates her chemo treatments for cancer.  
• Request cookies be donated early May for the next 6-week 

session of “Caring Connections” Program at the UpReach  
Therapeutic Riding Center.    

 
 
 
 

If you would like to prepare a 
vegan meal for Sue, or bake 
cookies, muffins or soups, 
please contact either Liz  

(liz-v@comcast.net)  
603-494-6785 or Peggy 

(frannys1@aol.com)  
603-483-8388 

 
Photo: “Spring Sunshine Bag” 

from the FCC Meal Train! 

 News from The H.O.M.E TEAM 
 

 Hands on Mission for Everyone 
 May 2021 by Liz Verity 
   

We are starting work in the 
Memory garden this month. It is 

wonderful to see those green 
shoots popping through the 
earth - even the weeds. I am 

always amazed at the feeling of 
renewal and rebirth at this time of year.  

The week of April 19th, Noel 
 Villiard and I will tidy up the Memory Garden, and review 

plans for this year.   
The first week in May, we will fertilize and enrich the soil, and 

remove any new weeds, ready for planting annuals and 
mulching during the last two weeks of May. 

We also plan to add two Hydrangea Trees (or something  
similar) to add height to the back of the garden. 

We are grateful for all donations received that honor the 
loved ones of those connected to our church community. 

 Anyone who would like to lend a hand, please contact me as 
 I would appreciate the help.  

-Liz Verity (liz-v@comcast.net) 603-494-6785 

SAVE THE DATE! NOVEMBER 20TH, 2021 
*HOLLY BERRY CHRISTMAS FAIR* 

T - Totally grateful for the response to our “cookie 

 drive” for UpReach project! 

H - Hearts that are giving, (yours)! 

A - Always showing amazing generosity! 

N - Nothing more fulfilling that doing good for others ! 

K - Kindness and caring in action!  

 

Y - You make a difference! 

O - Our goals were exceeded! 

U - U are the best!  
 

Thank you for all you do for our church community!  

   Memory Garden 
News! 

mailto:liz-v@comcast.net
mailto:liz-v@comcast.net
mailto:frannys1@aol.com
mailto:liz-v@comcast.net


 

 

M AY  
 

Saturday, May 1st 
  No Church Activities Scheduled 
Sunday, May 2nd 
10:00 AM Worship Service on Facebook 
  3:00 PM Hillsborough Association Annual Meeting on Zoom 
Monday, May 3rd 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:30 PM Deacons’ Board Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday, May 4th  
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:30 PM Membership Committee Zoom Meeting 
Wednesday, May 5th  
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  7:00 PM Outreach Committee Zoom Meeting 
Thursday, May 6th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Friday, May 7th 
 9:30 AM Movie Club on Zoom 
Saturday, May 8th 
 No Church Activities Scheduled 
Sunday, May 9th—Mother’s Day 
10:00 AM Worship and Communion Service on Facebook 
Monday, May 10th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:00 PM Stewardship Committee Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday, May 11th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  1:00 PM Connecting the Congregation Team Zoom Meeting 
  6:00 PM Church Council Zoom Meeting 
Wednesday, May 12th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Thursday, May 13th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Friday, May 14th 
  9:30 AM Movie Club on Zoom 
Saturday, May 15th 
  No Church Activities Scheduled 

Sunday, May 16th 
10:00 AM Worship Service on Facebook  
  3:00 PM Barbara Papagian’s Ordination Service on Zoom 
Monday, May 17th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:30 PM Church Trustees’ Zoom Meeting 
Tuesday, May 18th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Wednesday, May 19th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  6:00 PM Church Reopening Task Force Zoom Meeting 
Thursday, May 20th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
 

Friday, May 21st 
  9:30 AM Movie Club on Zoom 
Saturday, May 22nd 
  No Church Activities Scheduled 
Sunday, May 23rd 
10:00 AM Worship Service on Facebook 
  1:00 PM Open & Affirming Committee Zoom Meeting  
  7:00 PM Mark Miller Zoom Event 
Monday, May 24th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Tuesday, May 25th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Wednesday, May 26th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Thursday, May 27th 
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
Friday, May 28th  
  9:30 AM Movie Club on Zoom  
  6:00 PM Friday Night Mini Concert on Facebook with Adam  
   Peithmann  
Saturday, May 29th 
  No Church Activities Scheduled 
Sunday, May 30th 
10:00 AM Worship Service on Facebook 
Monday, May 31st  
  9:10 AM “9:10 Morning Watch Prayers” on Facebook 
  Church Office Closed for Memorial Day Holiday  
  

*CYM & Teachers’ Meetings—TBA—reach out to Kelda York 

This month at FCC  
Activities, dates and times are subject to change. Please refer to the printed calendars by the office or go to 

www.fccmanchesternh.org 

 

As the new Buildings Manager, I will 
be looking for a lot of volunteer help 
along the way. I would like to put a 
list together of people’s names who 
could help in various jobs around 
the church. If you have a skill that we could use for various 
projects, I would like to know about them. Could you please 
email me any type of skill that you might have which I could 
put on a list to ask for your help along the way?  (carpentry, 
electrical, lawn care, etc.) Thanks in advance.   
 
 

Peter Perich, Building Manager 
First Congregational Church  
PPerich@FCCManchesterNH.org 
Cell Phone: 603-494-3413 

  Peter Perich is looking for  
  a few good helpers! 



 

 

------ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FATHERS DAY TOOLS SUNDAY ORDER FORM 2021 
(return by 6/11 to receive card & to be in video on 6/20) 

 
 

  Donor_______________________________________________ 
 

  Phone #_______________________   Email_______________________ 
 

  In Memory of_________________________________________ 

      OR: 

  In Honor of___________________________________________ 

  Donation Amount (at least $10):    

   ___________________________ 

  *Payment must accompany this form. 

  *Send a photo of your loved one by June 11th to Adam at   

   APeithmann@FCCManchesterNH.org 

Please honor your father and paternal caregivers with $10  
donations to the Church World Service Father’s Day Tools Fund.  
Donations may be sent to the church office by mail or in person.  

The traditional CWS Greeting Cards are available in the office and can  
be picked up in person or mailed to you. Fill out the form below and  

return it to the church office before Friday, June 11th, 2021. 

Fathers Day Tools Sunday 
June 20th, 2021 



 

 

The May 2021 
Church Window 

 

Our monthly newsletter  

(603) 625-5093 (with voice mail) 
(603) 622-1511 

www.fccmanchesternh.org 

www.facebook.com/FCCManchester 
Stay current by visiting FCC online at www.fccmanchesternh.org 

 

Rev. Kevin Pleas 
Senior Pastor 

Time Dated Mater ia l  -   

 

Please Del iver  Immediate ly!  

First Congregational Church  

508 Union Street 
Manchester, NH  03104-4890 

Non-Profit Organ. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Manchester, NH 
Permit No. 6230 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WORSHIP SERVICES ARE ON 
 FACEBOOK & CHURCH MEETINGS ARE ON ZOOM  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  
 

ANY OF THE UPCOMING EVENT DATES LISTED IN 
 THIS NEWSLETTER ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE & FOOD CLOSET ARE OPEN, BUT 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD. 

 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE MOST UPDATED 

INFORMATION:  WWW.FCCManchesterNH.ORG 

Join Us Online! 
Sunday Worship  

Facebook at 10AM  
www.Facebook.com/ 

FCCManchester 

Online Giving via Our Website!                                                                                               
We have access to online giving on the front page  
of our website!   www.FCCManchesterNH.org                       
For questions or assistance...Call Linda at 625-5093 
Checks or direct banking can be sent payable to  
First Congregational Church, 508 Union St, Manchester NH 
03104 
*Offering Envelopes are still available for pickup!* 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FCCManchester
https://fccmanchesternh.org
http://www.fccmanchesternh.org

