First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship
December 15, 2019 10:00 AM
Third Sunday in Advent
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Aria with Variations – Dieterich Buxtehude

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME OF SILENCE
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL

Rev. Kevin Pleas

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
We gather in preparation,
For good news is about to be proclaimed.
We gather in expectation,
For joy is about to explode in our midst.
We gather in celebration,
For we are those people who have said yes to the manger, yes to love
enfleshed, yes to the one incarnate for others, yes to the wholeness of
God.

INTRODUCTION
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF JOY
ADVENT PRAYER (UNISON)
O Holy One, as Christmas draws near, there is a sense of excitement in the air. We can
feel a joy in our lives and see it in those around us. Still, for some of us this is a sad
time because of unhappy things that have happened in our lives. Help us to have the
joy that does not depend on earthly happiness but on you. Help us to be filled with
your joy so that we may share it with a joyless world. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 159

There’s a Song in the Air

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN
Led by Kelda York

OFFERING FOR OUR CHILDREN’S MISSION PROJECT

MOMENT FOR MISSION

Adam Peithmann

THE SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING
The Karen Hawver Family
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 2:10
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy…”
MESSAGE: Joy
CLOSING PRAYER

A SERVICE OF BAPTISM
Layla Marie Herling Legault
Born July 15, 2015 to Miranda Marie Herling and Jonathan Paul Legault

WELCOME AND ADDRESS
PROMISES OF COVENANT
BAPTISMAL PRAYER
ACT OF BAPTISM
WELCOME OF THE CONGREGATION
We receive Layla Marie as a newly baptized person in Christ and welcome her into the
family of faith. We enfold her in our love, seeking together to grow in unity of spirit
and abundance of life in Christ. We join together with joy to proclaim the gospel of
grace, so that, through our words and deeds, God’s love might be made known in all
corners of the world.

QUILT PRESENTATION
PRAYER FOR THE BAPTIZED
BENEDICTION
CHORAL ANTHEM

Children Get Ready
Youth Choir
Refrain: Children, get ready for the King is coming. Coming in glory! Coming to reign!
Children, get ready for the King is coming. Come in glory! Coming to save!
The King is coming, He will make things right. It may be tomorrow. It may be tonight.
The King is coming from God’s throne above to bring us peace and endless love.
(Refrain)
He’s our Messiah, our coming Prince of Peace. He’s our Emmanuel. His kingdom will not
cease. He’ll be our Savior. He’ll be our Lord and King. Our God is with us, and that is why
we sing. (Refrain)

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
LEADER: God, in your mercy
PEOPLE: Hear our prayer
SILENT MEDITATION
PASTORAL PRAYER

Barbara Papagian

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 132

When God is a Child

OUR MORNING OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY – To the tune of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
We present our gifts to you with joy, O God. May they be used to make a difference in
the lives of people where hope is scarce. May our gifts be a reminder of your love, to
all those who will receive them. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Philippians 4:4-7

SERMON:

The Gift of Joy

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 143

Joy to the World

7th Grade Students
Rev. Kevin Pleas

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Praeludium in D major – D. Buxtehude
*You are invited to stand if you wish.

SCRIPTURE READING: Philippians 4:4-7 (New Revised Standard Version)
Pew Bibles: New Testament page 183
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
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