First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 25:37-40 (Common English Bible)

December 8, 2019 10:00 AM
Second Sunday in Advent
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Chorale – Dieterich Buxtehude

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME OF SILENCE
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL
INTROIT
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Alleluia! – Taizé Chant

Adam Peithmann
Rev. Kevin Pleas

Chancel Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. My soul waits for
the Lord more than those who watch for the morning.
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.
O Israel, hope in the Lord: For with the Lord this is steadfast love, and with
him is plenteous redemption.
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
There is no darkness with you, O Lord.

INTRODUCTION
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF PEACE
ADVENT PRAYER (Unison)
Eternal God, we thank you that through all the years you have given peace to your
people. Help us to have your peace in our lives. We pray that, in this Advent season,
we may, by what we do, show your presence to the sick, to the hungry, and to the
lonely, so that they too may have peace. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 153

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN
OFFERING FOR OUR CHILDREN’S MISSION PROJECT

CLOSING PRAYER
CHORAL ANTHEM:

THE SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING
The Liz and John Verity Family
LEADER:

Then those who are righteous will reply to him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see you as a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?” Then the king will reply to them, “I assure you that when you
have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it
for me.”
MESSAGE: Opposite Land

Children, Go Where I Send Thee
Chancel Choir
– arr. Ruth Elaine Schram
Children, go where I send thee. How shall I send thee? I’m gonna send you one by one,
one for the itty bitty baby born in Bethlehem…
…two by two, two for Paul and Silas…
…three by three, three for the Hebrew children…
…four by four, four come a-knockin’ at the door…

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
LEADER: God, in your mercy
PEOPLE: Hear our prayer
SILENT MEDITATION
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Barbara Papagian

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. God with us, revealed in us, his
name is called Emmanuel.

*HYMN NO. 147

Away in a Manger

OUR MORNING OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY – To the tune of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
With these gifts, dear God, accept the praise and thanksgiving of our hearts, which
rejoice in your goodness and love. Let our gifts point to your presence in the world,
and further your dream for the world through Jesus, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
SERMON:

Luke 1:39-56
Mary and Elizabeth

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 150

Bruce Kinney
Rev. Kevin Pleas

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Praeludium in d minor – D. Buxtehude
*You are invited to stand if you wish.

SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:39-56 (New Revised Standard Version)
Pew Bibles: New Testament page 52
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and then
returned to her home.
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