First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship

UNISON PRAYER OF CELEBRATION

November 3, 2019 10:00 AM
Member Recognition Sunday
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Gospel Prelude on Just as I Am, Without One Plea
- William Bolcom

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME OF SILENCE
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL
INTROIT
Fairest Lord Jesus

Adam Peithmann

Rev. Kevin Pleas

(Children may now join their Sunday School classes)
Chancel Choir

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, O thou of God to earth come down; thee will I
cherish, thee will I honor, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:
ALL:

I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Living God.
This is the day when we rejoice in God’s act of creation.
This is our Sabbath, when we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus the Christ.
We give thanks that once more, God has brought us together, that we
might refresh one another.
Peace to all who enter here, peace this day and every day, in the name of
Jesus our Christ. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 10

Bring Many Names

OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we have gathered in your
presence to sing your praise. Gather up the prayer of each heart into one harmony of
worship and service, that we might truly be one body in Christ. Accept the words of
our mouths and the thoughts of our hearts, for we are yours in Christ Jesus. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF OUR LONG TIME MEMBERS
(PLEASE SEE THE RECOGNITION BULLETIN)

Blessed God; you call us all together as people of faith, to serve you, one another and
the world in and through our beloved First Congregational Church. We thank you for
the love and fellowship we share with one another. Today, we thank you especially
for those we celebrate as our Long Time Members. We are deeply grateful for their
many years of loyal service, and ask that you continue to bless them for years of
service and fellowship to come. May we all know the guiding Spirit of your grace, that
our church may continue to be a joyful beacon of light, love and faithfulness to this
city. Grant that we, individually and all together, might bear fruit worthy of your
divine calling and grace. This we ask in the name of your Son, our Christ. Amen.

CHORAL ANTHEM

There is a Balm in Gilead
Chancel Choir &
- William Dawson
Michelle Harrington, soloist
Refrain: There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole, There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sinsick soul.
Sometimes, I feel discouraged, and think my work in vain, but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again (Refrain)
If you cannot sing like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, you can tell the love of
Jesus, and say, “He died for all.” (Refrain)

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
LEADER: God, in your mercy
PEOPLE: Hear our prayer
SILENT MEDITATION
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Barbara Papagian

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your spirit in this place; Lord, listen to
your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

*HYMN NO. 265

Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart

OUR MORNING OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY

Chalice Hymnal No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

First Congregational Church

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
Thank you, God, for the opportunity to share in your creative and restorative work
among people. Because you have blessed us, we have much to give. These offerings
express our gratitude and our aspiration to be more fully your own loyal community.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON:

Ephesians 1:15-23

Karen Hawver

SERMON:

Among the Saints

Rev. Kevin Pleas

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 611

Rise Up, O Saints of God!

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Grand Sonata, Allegro con brio – Dudley Buck
*You are invited to stand if you wish.

SCRIPTURE READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 (New Revised Standard Version)
Pew Bible: New Testament page 177
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
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