First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship

LORD’S PRAYER

July 1, 2018 9:30 AM
Sixth Sunday of Pentecost
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Improvisation on Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME OF SILENCE
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL

Adam Peithmann
Rev. Kevin Pleas

PEOPLE:
LEADER:
PEOPLE:

The kingdom of God has come near! Let us enter this time of worship with
joyful expectation!
We have come here to praise God. We give thanks to God forever!
Rejoice in the work God gives you to do! Rejoice that your names are
known to God!
We have known God’s blessing in many ways. We bless the God of grace
who has not let our feet slip.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 705

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

My Country, ‘Tis of Thee

OUR MORNING OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC

True Colors
Laura Parker and Bridget Thornton
- Billy Steinberg and Tom Kelly

O God, Creator and Lover of all people, we greet you this morning with joy and
thanksgiving. We open our hearts to hear the teaching you have for us and the
direction you would lead us. May our hearts respond this day to the opportunities you
show us and may our boast be only in the cross of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Chalice Hymnal No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
We pray together, grateful that you have called us to labor in your kingdom. May
these gifts extend our welcome, offer healing and reach out in gentleness to bring the
peace and joy of God to the world. We especially thank you that you have written our
names in heaven. Amen.

RESPONSIVE SCRIPTURE

OPENING PRAYER (UNISON)

SPECIAL MUSIC

*HYMN NO. 721

*DOXOLOGY

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
LEADER:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Psalm 130

Chalice Hymnal No. 762

First Corinthians 9:1-5, 15-22

SERMON

The Land of the Free

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 431

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Laura Parker

BENEDICTION
OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
LEADER: God, in your mercy
PEOPLE: Hear our prayer
SILENT MEDITATION
PASTORAL PRAYER

Barbara Papagian

POSTLUDE

Fugue on The Star-Spangled Banner – Dudley Buck

*You are invited to stand if you wish

Peter Perich
Rev. Kevin Pleas

SCRIPTURE READING: First Corinthians 9:1-5, 15-22 (New Revised Standard Version)
New Testament page 158 in the RSV Pew Bibles

First Congregational Church

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in
the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have
the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a believing
wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?
But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing this so that they may be
applied in my case. Indeed, I would rather die than that—no one will deprive me of my
ground for boasting! If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my
own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What
then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge,
so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. For though I am free with respect to all,
I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as
a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I
myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To those outside the
law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under
Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save
some.
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