First Congregational Church
Our Church in Worship

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:1-4 (Common English Bible)

May 20, 2018 10:00 AM
Pentecost Sunday
********************************************************
PRELUDE

Come, Holy Spirit, Lord God – Friedrich Zachau
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – Johann Walther

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TIME OF SILENCE
RINGING OF THE STEEPLE BELL
INTROIT
Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

Adam Peithmann
Rev. Kevin Pleas

Chancel Choir

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)
Spirit of the living God, visit us again on this day of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Like a rushing wind that sweeps away all barriers,
Come, Holy Spirit.
Like tongues of fire that set our hearts aflame,
Come, Holy Spirit.
With speech that unites the Babel of our tongues,
Come, Holy Spirit.
With love that overlaps the boundaries of race and nation,
Come, Holy Spirit.
With power from above to make our weakness strong,
Come, Holy Spirit. Give us courage to be your faithful people in this place.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 261

CLOSING PRAYER
CHORAL ANTHEM

(Text is from Hymn no. 245)

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound from
heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them.
They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit
enabled them to speak.
MESSAGE: A New Wind Blowing

Sweet, Sweet Spirit

OPENING PRAYER (UNISON)
Send fourth your Spirit, O God, and renew the face of the earth. Dwell among us, even
though your presence will startle and unsettle us. Grant us your peace, we pray, as
justice and love pour down upon the yearning earth. Amen.

Every Time I Feel the Spirit – arr. William L. Dawson
(Text is from Hymn no. 592, vs. 1 and 2)

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS
LEADER: God, in your mercy
PEOPLE: Hear our prayer
SILENT MEDITATION
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Chancel Choir

Barbara Papagian

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE
Spirit of the Living God, fall a-fresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.

OUR MORNING OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC
*DOXOLOGY

Chalice Hymnal No. 46

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)
Life-giving Spirit, bring to the bones of these gifts the flesh of our actions and the
breath of our caring, that our church and our service to others may come to life in
your name. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

Hebrews 12:1-2
Making the Cross Work

Linda Noble
Rev. Kevin Pleas

First Congregational Church

THE SERVICE OF COMMUNION
All are welcome to receive the sacrament, members and visitors.
We serve non-alcoholic grape juice, bread, and a gluten-free alternative, usually rice cakes.

COMMUNION HYMN NO. 420

I Come with Joy

INVITATION
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that we forget who we are. We don’t listen for a still small voice.
We walk with our heads down and miss all the stars that could be ours. But we know
that you are a God of Hope who does not forget your covenant with us, a Shepherd
God who looks for lost sheep, a faithful God who keeps calling us in spite of our deafness, a God who enters our history, opens our eyes and heals our blindness. O God
forgive us, accept us as your stewards and send us out to serve in your love. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity
and splendor of this holy meal. Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and
blood that we may faithfully proclaim the good news of your love and that your
universal church may be a rainbow of hope in an uncertain world; through Jesus
Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 432
O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
Prelude and Fugue in C Major (“Little”) – J. S. Bach
*You are invited to stand if you wish
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